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We g/ioteiJtteZi/ acJznoi^le.dge. ^e. ^e.i^zfLenc&6 o^ tke.

hZ&to/Ly o£ BA£t.n^oA.d and No.'cifL B/uw^o-'cd t^A.om tke. ^olZowZng pab- 

ttaatlons, booki and iouA.c&$- oj} ^to/bCcjoL ^i^oAntati'on:

Magaz^& {^ofi. tfie. Home., Ed^e:d and puBZi^H.e.d By 
EtCJc^ C. BoLdui^Cn £n J&S4,

He!/} Hauejt and Ea&teJin NeW' Haue.n Coan^ty, HabLc&lie.d 
by EueAx^ti G. H.iZB, Votwm 1 ^Bn ITIS,

Day^ 0^ OZd RememBeAzd, PuB£d^fied By tHe CongAe.gat<:onaL 
CHuAcJi 0^ HoAiBi^oAd Zn J S76 By A., C, ?d:eAce..

Conn&aiBcat TeAc.e.ntenaAy CzteBAat<i:on aX. HoAtB BAan^oAd, 
July; J9.35.

And mo.&t o^ all to ouA gAeatly admlAed neu} ^Al&ndi and hlitoAlam 

i/}h.o gave &o gzneAjooubly o^ theJA. time and knowledge:

CoAAle Doody o^ NoAtd BAan^oAd 

Samuel BeaeB ojJ BAan^oAd

ThZi, booklet Is- dedteated to:
Qua family, Tont Ann and Vinny Ca&anoua Ja.

and
TBe Conneetleut FAtends^ o^ yoz.pZc.e
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Soon after Theophilus Eaton, Governor of the New Haven colony, made 

his first purchase of land from the Mattabeseck Indians, he decided to negotiate 

for more land. On December 21, 1638, on behalf of the colony of New Haven, he 

bought a second tract of land which is now the towns of Branford and North 

Branford, including the Northford area. This tract of land was called Totoket, 

from an Indian word "toket". This name, which means "at the tidal river", 

comes from the fact that the river sets up for several miles from the shore 

and the tide rises approximately three miles up. The deeds were signed by. 

Montowese and Sawscunck, a chief and his follower; the signature of Montowese 

was a bow and arrow, and that of Sawscunck was a hatchet. The Indians con­

tinued to reside on the land, according to the terms of the deed, and were 

allowed to hunt, fish and cut timber.

On September 3, 1640 the "General Court" at New Haven made a grant 

of "Totoket" to Samuel Eaton, brother of Theophilus Eaton, upon the condition 

of his procuring a number of his associates from England to settle here. 

Samuel Eaton failed to fulfill his contract, and neither he or his promised 

settlers, ever returned from England. In 1643, "Totoket" was granted to 

William Swain from Wethersfield, upon the condition of their assuming the 

expenses incurred, amounting to about seventy dollars. The Wethersfield group 

referred to it as land fit for a plantation. This land measured forty five 

square miles. Some of this land had previously been used by some Dutch 

explorers who were prospecting within the mouth of the river and had made plans 

to set up a trading post. However, this venture was never carried out and they 

also failed to take advantage of this bountiful land.
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The local Indians welcomed the settlers because they were constantly 

being attacked by the Mohegan Indians and knew that the settlers would aid them 

against the raids. They became quite compatible neighbors and prospered together.

Along with the Dutch, there were two earlier white settlers, whose 

status is of interest. In 1644 the newcomers found Thomas Mulliner and Thomas 

Whitway on their newly acquired settlement. The former was something of an 

adventurer, being described as "a restless and independent spirit." He had 

made his purchase from the Indians, and settled near the sea and naturally 

regarded the later arrivals somewhat as usurpers. They never got along with 

Mulliner, but when he died in 1690 they made a bargain with his wife and son to 

trade their land at what had come to be known as "Muiliner's Neqk" for a tract 

of some 200 acres in the Northford section of the town. Thomas Whitway made 

no undue trouble for the newcomers because his place was in Foxon, just far 

enough to gain some protection and far enough not to infringe on the lives and 

ideals of the emigrants.

The first minister was Reverend John Sherman, he was succeeded by 

Reverend Abraham Pierson from Long Island, who lived in the area of the Totoket 

Hotel. Worship was never remitted and they had continual preaching. In 1686 

Reverend Samuel Russell began to serve them and continued the rest of his life, 

dying in 1731. Before Reverend Russell there had really been no special church 

organization. The town or it's proprietors employed the minister. During 

Reverend Russell's early ministry he used the old meeting house which stood in 

the present Branford graveyard as the house of worship. Attendance at church 

and attendance at the town meetings was required of the men. Only church 

members were allowed to become voters. Both morning and afternoon sermons 

were preached at that time, so it was an all day responsibility. To make sure 

the town was governed by all the voters, a strict rule was adopted. Any elector
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who was absent from a meeting was fined two shillings and six pence; if he were 

tardy he was fined one pence.

Around the early seventeen hundreds the North Farms section had 

increased its population, and a petition was sent by the settlers from the now 

North Branford area to the Branford Church asking for permission to build a 

meeting house at the present North Branford center. This was refused at first, 

but it was finally agreed upon and the Congregational Church was built and 

dedicated in 1725, within a few feet of its present location. Reverend Samuel 

Russell offered prayers at the erection of the frame. The first minister was 

Reverend Jonathan Merrick, who served the people for forty-three years. 

Reverend Merrick was succeeded by the Reverend Samuel Eel Is, who was ordained 

in 1795. He was the minister during the Revolutionary War, and when the call 

came from General Washington for men, he was in the middle of a sermon. He 

stopped, gave the announcement and asked for volunteers. After the sermon 

he met the volunteers in the field by the church, and formed a company which he 

led during the war.

Sermons were from two to four hours long. There were no fires in the 

church during the winter, the only building with heat was the Sabbath-day house, 

which was a small building next to the church. The churchgoers ate lunch and 

warmed up only to attend another sermon in the afternoon. Samuel EelIs was an 

abolitionist, he deplored the practice of slavery. He preached sermons against 

the custom, and, as a result, most of the slaves in North Farms were given their 

freedom. This was before slavery was abolished in Connecticut. Reverend EelIs 

never got the recognition he deserved in our history, as he was not only a 

dedicated minister and an abolitionist, but a Captain in the Army and led our 

men in active duty.

By 1800 Branford had a population of 2,156 persons, the town at that 

time still included what is now North Branford. Branford had progressed quite
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well in Its past century and the town began to thrive. The principle inhabitants 

were fanners, and a considerable amount of seamen who were employed by the 

merchants from New Haven. The oyster supply was rapidly being exhausted and as 

early as the eighteen hundreds, the town voted to regulate the harvesting of them 

only from October to Apri1.
In 1810 there were 280 houses, 220 legal voters, $54,739 of assessed 

property, one smelting furnace, one carding machine, three fulling machines, four 

grain mills, two small distilleries, six stores, four Congregational Churches 

and two Episcopal Churches, two libraries and six vessels from 40 to 60 tons 

each. Most of the people of this era still had a very rough existence, although 

there was some industry and a more modern form of economics, most households 

were entirely selfsufficient. They raised their own foodstuffs, cattle, hogs 

and poultry. Curing, canning and salting the food needed for the coming winters.

The first attempt to separate North Farms was made in 1819, but this 

appeal was denied. That same year the turnpike from Middietwon to New Haven was 

built and that went through the Northford area, and in 1825 the Essex Turnpike 

was built, that road went from Essex to New Haven through North Branford. With 

these new roads the North Farms area was more accessible and the population in 

that area grew.

In Hartford, the General Assembly of the State of Connecticut had a 

meeting on May 4, 1831. A petition was on file to the State Legislature to 

divide the town of Branford into two distinct towns. Branford in the southern 

section and North Branford in the northern section. Favorable action was taken 

and the town of North Branford became incorporated. A meeting was called in 

June of 1831 at the Congregational Meeting house in North Branford to organize 

a new town. The officers elected were town clerk, three selectman, town treasurer, 

and four constables.

So goes the story of Totoket and of our forefathers who formed our towns 

and gave them the firm foundations that we love and enjoy today.
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Ark - 1S79

Photo - Cou/it&6if o{^ Pi/ian^^oftd. Htito^^bccat Soc..

In JS79, an otd icooneA. ^n agA.ound Zn a &tofan on MoMt^ Roefe. H wai, 

puMzd ai)hoA.e. and fLzbvbM: tnto :die. M.k Re.itannant. The. hutt o^ the icoonea 

IMA vt&abte at the touiefi Aeetton ojJ the batZdtng. The Aak loai, toeated at the 

^oot 0^ Ltyuien ^venae tn Tndtan Neck..
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0 flauan Ifta t PI

Photo - CoanteMj o^ Bfuiyi^o/ui H-ii,tofiyicjxZ Soc.

It tooki tike, a b&autt^ul ^unrnetL day back tn 1910. Unttke. a iczne, 

0^ today, no one. to be. tn any muh. Thz &tofiz at the. nt^ht the. 

Ho6te.y Stack hoiuzd Pnann'i Gnoce.ny Sto/ie. on the (Ukit Ude and GeoAge 

Stanna/id & Handva/Le on the Eoit. The otheA &toAjei) eoatd not be tdemtt^ted. 

The appen pant, o^ the buttdtng woi the otd Detaaan'i Hotel.
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mNW ANV STANNARO

Cou/iteii/ 0^ tke. Hizto/bicjoZ Society

Th^ an ZnteJbcoA. vZoif) tiiz P'^uznn GfLOC-Zfiy S^oA.e. and the. 

SiannoH-d HaA.dua'Le.. M^. P/iann Z& ^s. be/bcnd ^e. caanioA. Zn 

the. Mhtte. ^hiAt, StannaAd to fuz te.^t. The. patAon^ oAe. 

unknotMn.
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-THE GRAWP ARM/ OF THE REPUBLIC-

CoiLttezy O)J the. SocZziy

The. CZvZL ^oA. VeteA/mi cute (uzejmbted Zn ^fvont o{^ th.e QoYVQ>teQ(vtZoYiaJL 

ChuA.ck a^teA. the. de.cLcc£utlon. 3/Lcm£oh.d'hand&ome Sot(LLeJv{>' t^onumeni, 

eAe-ctzd on ^e. G/ceen i.n TSS5. It M(i& p/LOvtded thfLOugh th& e{)^o^ OjJ the 

Mcuon RogeM^ ?oit o^ the. G/uind o^ the RepoLbtte, uohteh fatihed a ^u.nd 

0^ ^5,000 i^o-fi the puA.po-i>e. It memo/itattzei the iotdteu who have ^omght 

^oA. B^jun^oAxl tn ^o^eA. MdU,
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-TOTOKET HOTEL J9J0-

Phoio - CoiLfvtuy o-^ Ewn^ofid Hiito/bic^ Soc.

The Totcket Hctei totu Zocated m tke cmteA oj S«OT<o»ri.
bn EzefeZeZ Hw Zit 1755. T(ie iiMt tMivt thi hoM hm b«iugW a
0? pSS Xo X peopZe ci B^ianioni.

Rebecca HiiiM weae Ac g/mtdpM^ oj!^^T«rR»Sa„ueZ U^aoa'.

zoAZezhi. pa^tofijoiz.
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CouAte^y o{, HUioftlc-ot Sodomy

TkU .een.
"bon." .f^9 c. ^fUMv aitVinoon. znjoyins ih^ ho.pUaWtn

oi CorniMn'i Saloon. Thl. U nW Az iocaUon oi eaniiM'i toiaoMnt 

at taz aoMZA OjJ Hatn and StAe.et&.
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PAWSON PARK

Plzoto-CouAie^y 0^ 3'Lan^o-'Ld Soe.

In 1666, Samu&£. Bzacli ^e.cuAe.d. a. paAc.el Oj{ knoivn oii> ilnz "Neck" 

and -Laie/L ai PaiMon Pafik uiUJi a ninoJiy-ixino. ye.a>t £.e.a&e. imMz ceAtaZn 

A.Q^5t/bic^on{> conc&M.nd.ng the. a&e. Zd-gaou on i/ie. pA.ejnZ&zi>. It. bzaaino. 

a famous tn tho. tatoA. ye.au and vtittou .^waftmed tn ^oa. a day.i 

ouzttns and batktng. Tke biutding^ tn the AeoA oAe the ikattng /itnk and 

danee paottton.
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-MAIN street

Photo- Cou/it&ic/ o4 dt^to/bLc.at Soc.

''Everyone, toy&i a. pMa.de.". The i/ou.ng6teu a^e aJU. tcnejd u.p Zn 

^/Lont 0^ dut:cJiti>on'6 GeneAoZ Stofte eagenty ojMuttng the "^^emoKtaZ 

Da.y Parade", back tn 1900. The ptetMe wm taken on Matn St/teet 

^actng Ea^t. To the ntght you. ca.n see the toMeft pant O({ Matn Street 

u)hen.e the Post O^^^tee ti now toeated.
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MAIW STREET

CouAt&iy 0)5 the. Efum{)0/Ld Htito/bLc£iZ Soc..

The. pA.ogA.e-i^ton MaZn Stue-zt quite evident tn the new e^. 

The eoM, have made theta Miy to oaa neuxEy paved aoadi, and no one can 

^oaget the no.itatgta o^ the otd "G" taotteg. It meant and {^aeedom 

{,00. the people tn town. Thcae ts onEg one hoo^e and baggy tn itght to 

maak the end o{ an old decade.
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THE DANIEL DOODY HOUSE

On Route 80 is the John Linsley house which is now owned by the 

Doodys, Mrs. Doody is a direct descendant of the Li nsleys. This 

house is the oldest house, still standing on its original site and 

still owned by the original family. It is almost completely furnished 

with genuine antiques that have come down through the generations.

Isaac Linsley, direct descendant of John, was one of its most 

outstanding occupants who displayed irany acts of heroism. Even though 

slavery was abolished in Connecticut, it was against the law to 

transport or give refuge to slaves who escaped from the South.

Isaac Linsley was responsible for picking up slaves that were smuggled 

in by boats along the Quinnipiac River. He would pick them up at the 

river near Grand Avenue, bring them to his house in North Branford, 

and hide them in the hidden basement at the right hand side of this 

house. When he felt it was safe to transport th™ he would then take 

them to another refuge in Durham, m this manner the slaves were 

eventually brought to freedom in Canada.

20. .
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LiHl< R«4

On Route 22 in Northford a school house was built in 1805 and 

is one of the few early red schoolhouses still standing. It was 

restored and removed by the Historical Society to the center of 

Northford and is now used as an annex to the library. The desks 

and backless benches have been preserved.

The budget for the seven schools in North Branford in 1854 

was $188.72, which was raised by taxation. The pupils at that time 

were all taught in the same room and they ranged in ages from four 

to fifteen years of age. It was up to the families of these pupils 

to furnish them with their own books and supplies. Since there 

were no state supervisors, the town elected two school visitors, 

one for each end of town. They were usually the clergy from the 

churches and their job was to observe and manage the schools in 

their district.
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CENTER SCHOOL

Photo-Coiifbte^y o^ NoAth E’tan^oA.d Hz-6Xo^<.G.aZ Soc.

TIm ikt CentM Sohoa ISSO. you^ngit^ ranged Zn agz 

iAvm ioM b, and Ac tha iahoot. uu MAz Jznnie. Koia.

Un(0dtu«atay do not Uot tti^ tdo.ntity oi the. cUidhrn. The Cented 

Sehoot 0^ tooated on hoote SO a,^ t. no. the To.n HM. Thit beMding 

U no. eonotdeeed •'obootete” and ^ht be de^oUthed. 0>tth tt .tU go to.e 

0^ oufL ht&toAtcjxZ backg^und, and a LLttJ^p ni r, t
oi oan. hzutagz too. l)}hat ha^ 

happzn&d ta oujl otd yanhzz thMt^tS
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-THE ROSE HOUSE-

Photo-Cou/Lizi^ Oj$ the No^ B^Lan^oA.d HT^toAT.iiaZ Soc..

The. Poie. Home uim owned and bcU^d: ihe de^eendevuti Oj^ JennZe 

Ro.&e, who woi the teaeheA. tn the Center SdiooZ photo. The home t6 

located on Route SO, next to the gAaveyoAd, and acAom the itAeet. ^Aom 

^e HoAth BAan^oAd CongAegatEonat ChuAeh. The photo wa& taken tn 1SSO.
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CONGREGATIONAl CHURCH I"

on
In the eoAly

o/bLQlnat
Thi piatmz beZow -ii iheRoutz so. ThZi Mii. Uei oi

1900'^,. The. chuJteh uw.6 Zaten. ftebuZU M-cthxn a i$ew 6

Photo-CouAt:e6i/ o^ Mu. Dantet Doody

Thu .itofte, tociited on Pout:e SO, houed the Geneut. StoA.e dn ^unt 
and the to eat po6t o^^tee tn the ^eoA.. The -ieeond {,tooft uoaj> ued {,ofi 
g/Lodu/itton exen.cue.i and SatuAday ntght. daneei. The daneei weAe {^Aee to 
the tovon ^otks, a.nd att yoa had to bung mu youA date and iome {^ood and 
dAtnk. The mute mo^ pAovtded by the toeat tatent.
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Arkttouilrhgptnpnta

lilZthoiit iiiz hztp {fLom ihe. ^oVLou-Lizg, iku bookZzt iMouZd not 

kaoz bzzn po.i.i>tbt.z.

Ptc^tuAe^.........Bfian^iOftd dtstofitcxiZ Socte^ty, No^ B/ian^iOftd Htbto^itcat SocLzty,
CoAAtz Voody, Joannz UzntMoAtli, Tom and Hztzn TouitzfL

Photo Pzp''Lodu.ctton&........ Ptcha/id Coittyttonz Photo, Mho yzneA-Ooity A-zpaodiiczd
att tiiz photoyfLapIvi alizd tn tJuJ> booktzt

' Typtit.-... .Vzt UzAnzA

Ht^tofitani, Mu. Dantzt Doody and Samazt Bzach

Pudaztton kutitanzz Thz SouthzUi Mzu) Enytand Tztzphonz Company

Ittaituttou CoAtnnz Caianova
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Tlzcii book^e>t Moi pubZlihe-d ({oA.

THE CONNECTICUT FRIENDS OF HOSPJCE

®lh ®atnfeFt

A£Z p/LOceecfi t/vci book£.&i be. donate-d to Ho.i>ptce.

Thanki/oa ^OA. i/ouA donation. 
CoAtnm and Vtnc.& Ca&anova
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