
Ootobar 27» 1943

Prof.I’orr, Dlrootor, ... .
SJho^Aiierioan liiBQViai ofEl MstoxyV \ _
Contral Park Vast at 79th, Street, . . .
How York, k. Y. , • - ' ? •, '

Dear Profoasor Pari's

I have heoK instrunaatal thio pact ooisaar in "bvilling a QEall library, 
^oh will house five thousand voluxaes, for the Soira of Dorth Branford, Conn­
ecticut, where ty father and two of his bi’othGrs wore born.

On© of thesQ bi'othoro, xjiio died in 1911, loft a see.11 fund of ten 
thousand dollars for the purposo of building a library for ths people of Dorth 
Branford. I have been fortunate in increasing this fund to forty thousand 
dollars and have built this library and presented it to the Town of Dorth 
Branford this summer.

We have had given us fron people who forinerly lived in Dorth. Branford 
q.uito a isv} bocks end others vho live thsre now and ai’o so pleased to have 
this library that they liavo given qi’lte a nunber oS books, aicong then 12r. 
AlA-a’n-ndny roKqrwftn who ga’^’Q fiv0 hundrod dhllars toward juvenile bcoksj ixps. 
Elbert Sosa who gava generously of children's books in nenary of her husboadj 
hrs. Hunt gave a splendid ocxLloction which had belonged to her husband, ths 
late Capt. Hunt, and several sjiallQi’ gifts sroia individuals,

de have no spooial fund with which to buy bookie, but I send tho library 
all the dEOrican Busouia publications vhloh I receive ao a Honber* I wonder if 
it would be possible for the AiBrloan ISAsewa of natural History to continue to 
send these publications to tho Atwater Manorial Library at Dorth Branford after 
cy death. I au now eighty-six and have been shut in rqy room ever slnco last 
Christaao. 2 vzould be glad to have you give me a suggestion along this line in 
order that tho publications may continue to ths library after ry death. I quote 
from a recent letter written to bb by ths librarians ’’Did I ever write you that 
the Director of the American ISjseum of iiatural History, Prof. A. E. Parr, lived 
in Dorth Branford before his sppointEant there, as he was then connected with 
the Peabo^ Llisaum at Yale? You can Iniaglno how happy we are to read his article 
in the ffiogaBine each sjonth.'* By address here is Hotel Dlnbcll, Springfield, 
Eassachusetts.

I recall with emoIi pleasure a visit I sudo to the museum eovoral years 
ago ^an 1 mot Lhrtin Johnson, He took me down v^ere hio was at that tins en­
gaged in nxnoiting an elephant, showing n»’ a nusber of very interesting things 
I would not have seen had I not met him. I never mot tJrs. Johnson but have 
road much about her.

She people of Dorth Branford aw moro than pleased with this library 
which I have been Instrumantal In placing la their town as a nomorial to ny 
grandfather who was for many year* a pastor of the Congregational Church there. 
When we dadicatod the library in Day of thio year wa wore very fortunate in
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having His Sxoellenoy, Governor Baldwin of Connecticut visit Eorth Branford, 
and. d.eli‘i78r a fine address at the dedication careraony. I have been inforcsed 
that this was the first time a Governor bf Comiaotiout had ever; visited the 
Sown of Eorth Branford and he was nsioh pleased with the library building*

•ilhanking you in advance for anything you can do for this little 
library^ I remain

Cordially yours, ;


