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FOREWORD

The North Branford Community Development Action Plan Agency presents this 
document as a program for community action. The program serves as a guide for 
activities of Town government and civic organizations. The object of the program 
is to increase the ability of residents to cope with community needs and problems 
in an effective, economical and thoughtful manner.

The program is called the North Branford "Community Development Action Plan" and 
is commonly referred to as the "CDAP". The plan is designed to be comprehensive, and 
views North Branford in terms of the following community activities or functions:

EDUCATION PUBLIC UTILITIES AND SERVICES
HOUSING PUBLIC SAFETY
HEALTH TRANSPORTATION-CIRCULATION
RECREATION-CONSERVATION CULTURE
SOCIAL SERVICES INTERPERSONAL COMMUNICATION
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT GENERAL MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT

The operation of each of these activities is considered as having physical, human 
resource, economic and administrative features or components.

There are agencies, organizations and offices, some long established, which 
have responsibilities for one or more of these 12 areas of community activity. The 
Community Development Action Plan is designed to assist those having responsibility 
by offering a means a) to achieve coordination, b) to highlight needed changes and 
new programs and c) to make reasoned choices and judgments among a range of program 
alternatives. The plan, then, consists of a service to others who have power to act.

Authorization

The municipalities of Connecticut are authorized to prepare a community develop­
ment action plan by Chapter 133 of the Connecticut General Statutes. On August 30, 
1968 the Board of Selectmen authorized preparation of the plan and confirmed the 
First Selectman’s designation of the North Branford Community Development Action 
Plan Agency to do the work.

The Agency developed a work program and estimated budget and personnel require­
ments to do the job. The work program was based on preliminary surveys of needs and 
problems for each of the 12 community functions as assembled by the Agency members 
from available research. The work program projected a two year effort to conduct 
planning activities, to seek out the participation of citizens and established 
agencies and to assemble a plan.

The work program and budget identified a need for full time staff assistance 
consisting of a Coordinator and secretary. In addition there was need for pro­
fessional and technical services as well as administrative resources such as 
supplies, office equipment and printing. With the approval of the Board of Selectmen
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application was made to the Connecticut Department of Community Affairs for a grant 
in the amount of $47,921 to assist the two year planning program. The local share 
of cost consists of $4,000, appropriated by Town Meeting on recommendation of the 
Board of Finance, and in addition recognition of the value of office space provided 
by the Town as well as the value of time of Town officers who are responsible for 
planning and programming in their own areas of responsibility.

The two year work program commenced in September of 1968.

Scope and Basis for the Plan

The plan emphasizes action projects or programs which appear needed and feasible 
of either accomplishment or initiation during a five year period. The plan presumes 
that most existing community activities continue and are adjusted and refined from 
time to time. This Community Development Action Plan, then, gives attention pri­
marily to major changes or program innovations, apart from regular operations.

Purposes or objectives of specific community actions are identified in the 
plan, but steps taken today should have a relationship to long range policies and 
goals, especially when building and construction projects of permanence are 
contemplated. The plan, then, incorporates long range policies and goals.

Planning for long range physical growth and development is customarily em­
bodied in a town plan of development prepared by a planning commission under 
Chapter 126 of the Connecticut General Statutes. The work program and budget, 
therefore, have Included the services and funds which have enabled the Planning 
Commission, now the Planning and Zoning Commission, to prepare a new, updated 
long range plan of development for the Town.

This CDAP document has been assembled concurrently with the preparation of the 
Town plan of development and reflects elements from that plan. Action projects for 
initiation during the next five years include steps that would implement a plan of 
development. Formal adoption of the overall plan of development, however, is a 
separate procedure for which the Planning and Zoning Commission is responsible.

Work Program Steps

Study, evaluation and planning make up the basic charge to the North Branford 
Community Development Action Plan Agency. The Agency is neither an operating nor 
decision making body. The Agency recommends, and therefore has had a responsi­
bility to carry out studies in an orderly manner and to seek out the proposals of 
others who are responsible for programs.

The work program has emphasized the participation of responsible agencies, 
organizations and offices, both public and private. The participation of citizens 
has been achieved through questionnaires, meetings and study groups. Contribution 
to the plan by official agencies and citizens is set forth in this document.
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In addition to the participation of the community, the Agency’s two year work 
program has included the following steps for the 12 community functions:

1. development of a work program design;

2. survey and inventory of needs and problems;

3. formulation of goals and objectives;

4. analysis of ways and means to meet needs and problems, including adminis­
trative means and an analysis of sources of financial and technical 
assistance;

5. scheduling of priorities to meet needs; and

6. assembly of a plan and program.

The results of these efforts are embodied in the plan.

Plan Document

This document sets forth the framework constituting the Community Development 
Action Plan. Statements as to the participants, questionnaire surveys and policies 
and goals are Included. The current status of each function is identified along 
with planning activities that are part of or have contributed to the work program.

The document also provides tables of community development action projects or 
programs, within each of the 12 function areas, together with recommended responsi­
bility for implementation, priority and schedule for a five year period.

Other 
document.

materials prepared or assembled by the agency extend or support this

Adoption

It is the responsibility of the North Branford Community Development Action 
Plan Agency to hold at least one duly noticed public hearing on this plan. The 
plan, including any revisions based on the hearing, is then submitted to the Town 
Meeting for approval.

The Agency's responsibility is one of study, evaluation and planning. The 
plan constitutes a study having as its conclusion a proposal for acceptance by 
the Town Meeting. Acceptance by Town Meeting means acceptance of the study or 
plan as a guide for future official community action. The guide, then, is proposed 
for Town acceptance as a reasonable basis on which to proceed with orderly growth 
and development in the North Branford community.
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WHY A CDAP?

In order to strengthen the ability of municipalities to plan and act for their own 
development, and in light of the increased demands and responsibility of local gov­
ernment, the legislature passed the Community Development Act fPA 522) of 1967. This 
Act, passed with only one dissenting vote, authorized new development powers for all 
municipalities. State financial assistance was provided to enable municipalities to 
plan for their development in a comprehensive manner.

The Community Development Act created the Department of Community Affairs (DCA). The 
Department was to administer the programs of financial assistance, aid municipalities 
in their CDAP work, and approve completed CDAPs in accordance with the State Statue. 
DCA allocates State funds for community needs and priorities as stated in their CDAPs 
within the limits of legislation. A Community must have, or be preparing a CDAP in 
order to be eligible for any of the funds in a variety of eighteen programs. One of 
the primary programs for North Branford will be additional elderly housing.

The Department of Community Affairs cannot, however, authorize itself to carry out 
community development actions of any kind, or require a community to have a CDAP if 
it does not want Community Development Grants from DCA. The CDAP is not a prerequisite 
for receiving other State or Federal funds.

The heart of the program administered by DCA is the Community Development Action Plan 
(CDAP). It is a five year coordinated program of community development action. Its 
purpose is to have communities look at themselves and to strengthen municipal government 
to improve the conditions and quality of urban life.

A Community Development Action Plan helps a Community to make an objective evaluation of 
its problems and needs via the formation of study groups relative to all areas of Commu­
nity concern. The study groups are made up entirely of residents of the Community, in­
cluding both lay and professional people. At the conclusion of the two year Study period, 
the CDAP Agency pulls together all information and recommendations and formulates the 
final plan. The State finances these studies in part by paying up to 75% for the actual 
CDAP work during this preparation period. The Community is responsible for the other 
25% in cash or in in-kind time of local officials.

A unique feature of CDAP is that it requires a continuing program of citizen participation. 
In working together, a Community is better able to define its problems, to seek appropriate 
assistance, and to arrive at a logical plan for solving its problems The Community must 
take into consideration public and private means in addition to financial programs from 
the State and Federal levels. A feature of the CDAP is its ability to pull together pri­
vate resources to solve community problems.

Finally, the Community will determine which are its most important needs and will develop 
a five year schedule of action to be undertaken. This schedule of priorities is the 
Community Development Action £lan.

Here in North Branford we have reached this point in the preparation of our CDAP. The Plan, 
drawn up by our Town boards, officials and citizens, is ready for your approval. This 
CDAP may not be submitted to the Department of Community Affairs until the residents of 
North Branford have studied the plan and put its acceptance to a vote at a Town Meeting. 
The CDAP Agency has acted as the catalyst in this process.
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A CDAP must be reviewed, up-dated and reapproved by the legislative body and commissions 
every two years. In this way, the Community’s interests and needs are best served in view 
of its ever-changing priorities and the population growth. Much valuable work is under­
way in our Cities and Towns, and important results are already apparent in many of them. 
The ensuing pages indicate the extent of our CDAP program here in North Branford.

In addition to being a Guide to community development activities, the document presents 
an overall view of the diverse activities which make North Branford function as an entity 
in itself. The CDAP Agency hopes this information will assist all those involved in the 
development of our community, and contribute to the well being of all residents.
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THE PARTICIPANTS

The Community Development Action Plan of North Branford developed as a result of 
work by many groups and individuals. In addition to all the Town boards and officials 
who assisted in the programs, citizen participation played a large role. Although it 
would be impossible to list all of these people, special mention must be made of various 
organizations and individuals.

CIVIC AND SOCIAL ORGANIZATIONS

Branford-North Branford Jaycees

League of Women Voters

North Branford Land Conservation Trust

North Branford Library Associates

North Branford Women's Club

North Branford Urban League

Women's Club of Northford

CDAP PROTECT YOUR ENVIRONMENT (PYE) DISPLAY

Mrs. Jane McKosky Miss Nancy Bjorklund
Mrs. Salvatore Bica Mrs. Robert M. Early
Mrs. Zella Morgan Mrs. Harold E. Potts
Miss Andrea Negro Mr. John McKuskey
Miss Denise Early

DEVELOPMENT CODE ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE

Mr. John V. Barrett—First Selectman
Mr. John D. Dwyer—Selectman
Mr. Richard J. Smith, Jr.--Selectman
Mr. Andrew Criscuolo—Building
Mr. Anthony D'Addetta--Zoning
Mr. Kenneth Thompson—Zoning
Mr. Howard Krom—Zoning Appeals
Mr. Charles Gunn—Zoning Appeals
Mr. Hugh Flaherty--Engineering

HEALTH TELEPHONE SURVEY

Resident Physician

Mrs. Frederick Ahlberg 
Mrs. Edwin Ahlberg 
Mrs. Vincent Cassella 
Mrs. Frederick Davis 
Mrs. Russell Budrow 
Mrs. John Griffin, Jr.

Mrs. Albert Calli 
Mrs. David Murdock 
Mrs. Robert Warner 
Mrs. Robert Hanks 
Mrs. Gabrielle Clapp 
Mrs. Anthony Monaco
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HOUSING REPORT

Housing Committee--League of Women Voters

Mrs. James H. Ameling
Mrs. Erwin H. Sapiro

Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Gans

HIGH SCHOOL RECREATION SURVEY

North Branford High School Administration and Student Council

INTER-PERSCNAL COMMUNICATIONS REPORT

Welcome Wagon

Mrs. Gary A. McElroy

MARCH COMMUNITY FORUM (part of PYE month)

The 150 residents who attended and participated in the Forum

Economic Development Panel 
Mr. Anthony D'Addetta--Zoning 
Mrs. Thomas Poulson--Conservation 
Mr. Richard Smith—Economic Development

Housing Panel
Mr. Raymond Blanchet--Finance 
Mr. Richard Hemenway—Planning
Mrs. Donald McCluskey--Conservation 
Mr. Joseph Ochenkowski--Real Estate
Mrs. Erwin H. Sapiro—League of Women Voters

Recreation-Conservation Panel
Dr. Roland Garofalo, D.D.S.--Recreation 
Mr. Robert Gregan—Conservation 
Mr. Herbert Lunt--Land Trust 
Mr. Gordon McGuire—Planning 
Mr. Dennis Owens--/Recreation

Health Panel 
Dr. Elizabeth Loewald, M.D. 
Mr. Merton Rowe 
Mrs. Haviland Schuessler, R.N. 
Mr. Michael Tarantino

Coordination and Assistance 
Mrs. Herbert Lunt 
Mrs. Jane McKosky 
Mrs. Harold E. Potts 
Mrs. William J. Farrissey
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PERSONAL HEALTH COMMITTEE

Dr. Roland Garofalo, D.D.S.
Dr. Earl Byrne, M.D.
Mr. Albert Calli
Dr. Alan Feierstein, D.D.S.

Mr. Harold Potts
Mr. Merton Rowe
Dr. M. H. Sangree, Jr., M.D.

PUBLIC HEALTH COMMITTEE

Mr. Michael Tarantino
Mrs. Robert M. Early
Jane Keeler, R.N.
Dr. Elizabeth Loewald, M.D.

Mrs. Haviland Schuessler, R.N.
Mrs. Arthur Richardson
Mr. Frederick Tremayne

SWIMMING FACILITY COMMITTEE

Mrs. Donald McCluskey 
Mr. Thomas Nixon 
Mr. Raymond Voos

Mr. Herbert Block
Mr. Calvin Brown
Mr. Alphonse DeRuccio
Mrs. Edmund Caporale

TEEN LOUNGE

Mr. Raymond Voos
Reverend James Ameling
Reverend Gerald Schmitz
Mr. Anthony D'Addetta
Mr. Calvin Brown
Mr. Dennis Owens
Mrs. Edmund Caporale
The Yellow Subterrain Teen Council and

Mrs. John Dufourny 
Mr. Daniel Graham 
Mrs. Richard Maxwell 
Mrs. Donald McCluskey 
Mr. Gordon McGuire 
Mr. David Wight

the numerous teenagers involved

TOIVN WIDE OPINION SURVEY

The 500 residents who took time to fill out the entire questionnaire

Area captains responsible for distribution of the survey were:

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Davis Mr. Timothy Ryan
Mr. Gordon Miller Mrs. Roy Wentworth
Mrs. Anthony D'Addetta Mrs. Harold Parady
Mrs. Paul Lewis Mrs. Alan Hubbard
Mrs. Donald McCluskey Mr. and Mrs. Gordon McGuire
Mrs. Erwin Sapiro Mrs. Edward Levesque
Mrs. Richard Kolakowski Mrs. Robert Gregan

The many citizens who assisted each of the captains

Town libraries’ staff Amity Pharmacy-East

Amity Pharmacy-West Amity Pharmacy of Northford
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TOWN WIDE OPINION SURVEY (con’t)

Final statistical analysis 
Mrs. William II. Newberry

TOWN DIRECTORY

Research and Compilation
Mr. Robert A. Martin Mrs. Dennis Owens
Library Staff Mrs. William Cieslukowski
Mrs. James Carr Mrs. Ross Strait
Mrs. William Haskell Mrs. Brian Buckhoff
Mrs. Paul Jenkins Mrs. James Mourt

Cover
Mrs. Shirley Price

Distribution
Atwater Memorial Library

Edward Smith Library

North Branford Women's Club Volunteers

Northford Women's Club Volunteers

YMCA COMMITTEE

Mr. Herbert. Block 
Miss Susan Bisacky 
Mr. Andrew Criscuolo 
Mr. Raymond Voos

Dr. Roland Garofalo, D.D.S. 
Thomas Mansfield
Mr. Kenneth Thompson

There are several residents who provided the CDAP Coordinator with assistance in 
many different ways. Some helped in research and writing, others provided technical or 
general information. Whichever the case, these residents added to the development of 
their community.

Mr. Earl J. Arnold
Mr. Robert Jacobs
Mr. and Mrs. Humbert Sacco
Mrs. Lawrence Anderson
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Davis 
Mr. Gordon Miller

Mr. Frederick Gilbert
Mrs. Crosby Kelly
Mr. Raymond Miller
Mrs. Maurice Raymond
Mrs. Jacques Tetrault
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Lunt

In addition to the extensive citizen participation, technical assistance was re­
ceived from organizations outside of North Branford. The major contributors were:

Connecticut Public Expenditures Council 
Mr. Hubert Stone 
Mr. Richard Lafferty

Connecticut River Estuary Regional Planning Agency 
Mr. Stanley V. Greimann
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Contributors (con’t)

Fairfield University 
Computer Department

Regional Planning Agency of South Central Connecticut 
Mr. Norris Andrews 
Mrs. Anthony Brastauskas 
Staff

South Central Connecticut Comprehensive Health Planning 
Mrs. Roslyn Fishman 
Mr. Robert Young 
Mr. Bruce Levison 
Mrs. Irene Smith

State Department of Health
Dr. Harold S. Barrett, M.D.
Dr. James Hart, M.D.
Mr. John Pullman

YMCA
Mr. Douglas McLeod

U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Mr. Frederick F. Shearen
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TOWNWIDE QUESTIONNAIRE SURVEY

A Town-wide attitude survey was distributed by CDAP in 1969. Almost 20% of all 
households in North Branford, 500 households in all, responded. Since the response 
to the questionnaires was voluntary and no follow-up was done, the survey cannot be 
said to represent a true cross-section of the North Branford community. However, 
many of the responses give us insight into the existing situation and the attitudes 
of our citizens.

Section I. CHARACTERISTICS OF HOUSEHOLDS SURVEYED
(Percentages are of total respondents to the questionnaire.)

District of ResidenceA.

B. Years of Residence 21+ years

11-20 years 5 years or less
com- 38%

6-10 years

North Branford 
(District I)

North Branford (District I) 274
Northford (District II) 226

Northford 
(District II)

Sixty-eight percent of respondents 
to the questionnaire had lived in the 
munity for ten years or less. The high 
response by these newer residents probably 
reflects the tremendous population growth 
since the middle 1950's.

Not ascertained

C. Town of Employment--Percent of Respondents UTio Answered This Question.

CDAP SURVEY1967 PRE-CENSUS



D. Occupation of Household Head

The high proportion of managerial and 
professional people (46%) who responded 
to the questionnaire is probably not 
consistent with the overall occupational 
background of the Town. (See Prepara­
tory Plan by CDAP. Page 5.)

Sales

Other

1S%

Service, Repair

Craftsman, Foreman

Farm 0.2%

Laborer 2%
Clerical 2% 

Not ascertained

Managerial
24%

Professional

22%

Factory Worker

E, Age Groups of Adults in Household

Over one-half of the respondents are 
in the 35-49 year old age group. The 
youthfulness of North Branford's pop­
ulation is testified to by the 1967 
Census Report which gave the median 
age of the entire population (including 
children) as 25.8.

F. Age Groups of Children

The population's youthfulness is also 
reflected in the large school; population. 
Sixty-one percent of a possible 64% of

Families with Children Attending 
North Branford Schools 61%

the respondents who have school-age child- Families with Pre-School Children
ren send their children to North Branford

31%

schools. Thirty-one percent of the res­
pondents indicated they have pre-school­
age children.

SECTION II. OPINIONS ON LOCAL AFFAIRS
Table A. Question: Do you consider the 

present form of Town government 
adequate to meet the needs of the 
Town?

Yes-(approval)
No- (disapproval)

Responses by Age Groups 
20-34 35-49 50-64 65+ 

43% 47% 51% 7O¥
57% 53% 49% 30%
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Yes 
No

Responses by Years of Residence 
5 or less 6-19 11-20 21 or more

46^0 4^ 46‘;> 5^
54% 55% 54% 45%

In considering responses by Age Group, eliminating the 8% who did not respond, the 
younger respondents are less favorable, and there is a sharp rise in approval (70%) 
by those who are 65 years of age and over.

for those residents

Other

No Opinion 14%

18

Town Manager

in 
or

Selectmen 
Town Meeting

The years of residence make no difference 
who have lived in North Branford 21 years 
the present form of local government.

government do you 
Branford?

Not ascertained
Mayor-Council

Selectmen 
Rep. Town Meetin

Table b- Question: UTiat kind of municipal 
prefer for North

this question except 
more--55% of them registered approval with

3% 2%

8%

Responses by Age Groups
20-34 35-49 50-64 65+

Town Meeting /Selectmen 33% 33% 31% 52%
Town Manager 21% 25% 27% 16%
Rep. Town Meeting/Selectmen 23% 20% 13%
Mayor-Council 9% 9% 6% 4%
Other 2% 2% .— 4%
No Opinion 12% 11% 23% 24%

Respionses by Years of Residence
5 or less 6-10 11-2C1 21 or more

Town Meeting/Selectmen ■ 34% 31% 30% 40%
Town Manager 22% 28% 23% 24%
Rep. Town Meeting/Selectmen 17% 16% 25% 14%
Mayor-Counci1 8% 13% 6% 2%
Other 3% — 3% 2%
No Opinion 15% 12% 13% 17%

I 
i

An unusually high percentage checked "No Opinion" in response to this question. Combined 
with those who did not answer, 17% of the respondents gave no clue about their preference 
as to the form of local government. However, it is noteworthy that a total of 51% of all 
respondents said they favored another kind of government, with only 32% choosing the present 
form of Town Meeting/Selectmen. Of those who prefered another kind. Town Manager received 
the most approval. In the tables showing responses to this question by age groups and by 
years of residence, again the older people and those who have lived in Town longest show 
more approval of the present form of local government than do their comparative groups.
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Table C. Question: In YOUR OPINION, how would you rate the following services?

I. Economic No Opinion Poor Fair Good Excellent

Job Opportunities

Industrial Development

Northford Shopping Center

Convenience

Appearance

Merchandise

North Branford Shopping Center

Convenience

Appearance

Merchandise

Comparison of the two shopping centers shows that they both were rated lowest on appearance. 
The North Branford shopping center received somewhat more approval than the Northford center. 
The convenience of the shopping centers for the respective communities received the most ap­
proval .

2. Transportation and Roads

Public Transportation

Snow Plowing

Town Roads

State Roads

Most noticeable among the "poor" ratings listed are job opportunities (68%), along with in­
dustrial develop-ment and public transportation, each with 69%.

3. Recreation

Overall Program

Recreation Facilities
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5. Recreation con't.

Youth Recreation

Adult Recreation

Elderly Recreation

No Opinion Poor Fair Good Excellent

H ^IIIIIIIIIIHS

4. Public Safety

Police

Fire

Noteworthly among the few services rated "excellent" in sizeable numbers are North Branford's 
Fire Departments with 31%. Also receiving this kind of approval were recreation services 
for the elderly (21%) and snow plowing (18%). All three of these catagories also received 
a proportionately high amount of approval listed as "good."

5. Libraries

Northford

North Branford

6. Education

Public School System

Elementary Schools

Junior High

Senior High

7. Other Government Services

Zoning Regulations

General Administration

8. Overall Evaluation of Town Services ^^^IlllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllteS:
On the question of the effectiveness of current zoning regulations in creating and maintain­
ing a desireable environment, most people felt that stronger zoning regulations should be 
adopted for industrial, commercial low density garden apartments and open space/recreation 
areas. Only in residential zoning did 47% of respondents feel regulations were adequate.
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Three essay questions asked on the survey allowed considerable latitude in answering and pro­
vided a good amount of detail. The questions were:

What do you consider the MOST desireable feature of living in North Branford?
What do you consider the LEAST desireable feature of living in North Branford?
What do you believe are the three most important problems facing North Branford?

The results, by function, are listed below.

DESIREABLE FEATURE

Health Facilities/Pollution High Taxes

44%General Government

Sewers, Dump, and Trash Collection

Economic Development

Miscellaneous 
Lack of Public Utilities. 

Recreation Facilities/Programs 
Rapid Housing Growth

Public Transportation/Roads
Planning, Codes, 
and Enforcement

4%

5%

LEAST

Space
Atmosphere

THREE MOST

Economic Development
Public Safety

Sewers and Trash Collection 6%

General Government 9%
20%

10%
14%

Increase in Taxes

Planning, Codes 
and Enforcement

Educational System 
and Facilities

Miscellaneous 
Recreation/Conservation 

Public Transportation/Roads

IMPORTANT PROBLEMS
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NORTH BRANFORD DECLARATION

The rush of development, both past and future, makes planning a necessity.
From respect and appreciation for the Town, the citizens of North Branford are asked 
to chart a course for the future. This declaration sets forth CAUSES for concern 
for the future and recommends POLICIES to guide community action. The attention, 
opinions and responsible participation of North Branford residents will be the basis 
for orderly and thoughtful planning.

The following circumstances are sufficient cause for concern for the future of 
the community:

a. permanent change has and will be thrust upon the Town from outside;

b. our resident population has been doubling each decade, and growth to 
30,000 residents in but 30 years appears likely;

c. a changing populace demands extended and additional community service of 
a high quality;

d. our tax base resources have been insufficient to carry increased services; 
and

e. the treasured scenery and rural amenities of North Branford can be swept 
aside and the water, air and land become polluted.

North Branford can never revert to an era passed. We have received the com­
munity from our forebearers; we hold it in trust for a present and a future genera­
tion. It is critical to survival that there be a concept for the best future of 
North Branford, as well as a plan of action.

We hold these policies to be an expression of the basis for a plan:

1. The Region: North Branford and its residents function as a neighborhood
in the South Central Connecticut Region. As a neighborhood. North Branford 
expects to have characteristics, opportunities and objectives that are both 
desirable and unique; as a neighborhood. North Branford expects to rely on 
the larger urban community for a range of opportunities and services and 
will offer such to residents of other jurisdictions.

2. Growth: Town population growth is inevitable, primarily as a result of 
regional growth and change. Among the consequences are new housing and 
added traffic and school enrollment, as well as potential water and air 
pollution and introduction of new groups and ideas. The community expects 
to accommodate growth which can a) fit North Branford’s land and geographic 
circumstances, b) coordinate with responsible local goals and c) meet 
quality development standards.
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3. Financial Resources: The North Branford municipality should have financial 
resources as follows:

a. which allow local government to provide services of the nature of 
necessities;

b. which allow local government to provide services of excellence, 
reflecting local characteristics, opportunities and objectives;

c. which fairly distribute the funding burden among North Branford resi­
dents and among residents of the Region, avoiding undue burden upon 
local residents solely due to the regional circumstances of the Town; 
and

d. which allow local government to be both responsible and responsive 
to its citizens and capable of reflecting local goals.

The sources of local government financing have shown a shift, away from 
total reliance on the municipal property tax and toward State and Federal 
sources having other revenue resources. The goals above, however, should 
apply. There will be continued reliance on the local property tax for the 
foreseeable future, so that improvement in North Branford's property tax 
base is a necessity. It is important to correct the current imbalance, 
which lacks nonresidential values and relies heavily on residential 
property.

4. Physical Resources: North Branford has land, water, natural beauty, 
historic sites and buildings, minerals and other resources to be preserved 
or used. These resources are to be recognized as perishable, consumable 
assets. Use of resources should be made with proper conservation practices 
and should not be destructive. Innovation in land development design and 
planning is to be encouraged, particularly in view of resources offered by 
large tracts of undeveloped land.

5. Beauty: The land of North Branford has features of great beauty, includ­
ing open fields, wooded hills, ponds, streams and rivers, rocky ledges 
and attractive vegetation. Growth and land development is inevitable but 
should be done in a manner which creates man-made qualities of beauty 
while protecting important features of natural beauty.

6. Education: Knowledge and understanding, available at all ages, is essential 
for survival and well-being. North Branford should have a public education 
system which prepares students for resourceful and responsible participation 
in society, whether in Town or elsewhere. Preparation should equip those 
who wish to go on to higher education. Opportunity should be provided, 
either in Town or the Region, for technical job training, for retraining 
demanded by a changing economy and for continuing adult education.

7. Housing: Each housing unit should be safe and sanitary and equipped with 
all necessary utility services and other essentials for convenience and 
comfort. The arrangement, type and size of housing units should fit a 
growing population and the changing needs of residents and should be 
designed to take advantage of and enhance the natural landscape.
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8. Heal th: Each resident of North Branford should enjoy physical and mental 
health and have reasonable opportunity to correct difficulties that occur. 
Threats to health by disease, pollution and inadequate sanitation should 
be under surveilance and control.

9. Recreation and Conservation: The natural assets of the land should be 
preserved and put to the best use, in order to preserve a healthy and 
esthetically pleasing environment. Open space and recreation areas should 
be accessible to highly developed areas. A recreation program should pro­
vide the kinds and amounts of recreation needed by residents of various 
age groups to occupy their free time in a healthful and rewarding way.

10. Social Services: The community should have available sufficient social 
services to assist needy individuals and families to achieve independence 
and a healthy, productive life.

11. Economic Development: Business and industrial development should keep pace 
with community growth for reasons of tax base, service and economic oppor­
tunity. There should be full employment at adequate remuneration for all 
residents who must participate in economic support of individuals and 
families. Employment may be within or outside of the territory of the 
Town. The local business service economy should be encouraged and supported 
so as to satisfy all of the day-to-day supply and service needs of residents.

12. Public Safety: Each person and family should be secure from physical dan­
ger and property loss and should be confident of efficient fire protection 
services in the event of mishap. Safety will be secured by individual and 
community endeavor and by preventive measures, supported by organized pub­
lic safety agencies.

13. Public Utilities and Services: Water supply, sanitary sewerage, drainage, 
solid waste disposal and other services are to be provided, expanded or 
extended to meet needs created by increasing density of habitation of the 
land. Private water and sewer systems are only a temporary substitute 
until the day when central systems are feasible.

14. Transportation and Circulation: People in the Town, as residents or vis­
itors, will rely primarily upon private automobiles for transportation. 
Convenient, safe and comfortable circulation routes within the Town are 
needed for essential travel and communication; similar routes connecting 
to the Region are needed, inasmuch as the community is to function as a 
neighborhood in the Region. In addition there should be opportunity for 
safe and pleasureful pedestrian travel and for public transportation from 
central points in the Town to the Region.

15. Culture: Opportunity for basic cultural advancement and participation in 
cultural arts should be available to residents, either from local or region­
al resources. Libraries, clubs, societies and other local resources are to 
be encouraged and supported for the enrichment of the individual. The 
historical features of North Branford are to be identified and preserved.

16. Communications: North Branford residents should be able to and have a duty 
to communicate with local government as well as participate in deliberation
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and decision on matters of community importance. Northford-North Branford 
residents, even with difficulties of distance and population distribution, 
are part of one jurisdiction and should expect to establish the social and 
physical mechanisms to work together as a single community.

17, General Municipal Government; North Branford should have a local govern­
ment, personnel and charter structure, which can swiftly and effectively 
reflect informed citizen views, provide needed services at reasonable cost, 
assure continuity of service and be capable of adjusting to changing com­
munity needs and circumstances. Local government should encourage and 
merit citizen participation and respect, have focal points for responsi­
bility and program, achieve coordination among facets of government en­
deavor and attract responsible career personnel.
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AFTERWORD

The North Branford Community Development Action Plan Agency has carried out 
the assignment given by the Board of Selectmen. The result is a plan usable as a 
guide for community development action.

The plan is available as a tool to be used by responsible local government and 
civic leadership. The framework provided by this document, including the system of 
12 functions, the specific action programs and the schedules and priorities, can be 
used as a checklist and a point of interagency coordination.

The framework is a valid and workable concept. Effectiveness now or in the 
future depends upon a) community recognition of need for thinking ahead and b) 
community participation in the thinking process.

The Agency has completed a major job of assembling in one document a community 
action program. This effort has involved a catch-up process in terms of assembling 
basic research and analysis materials. If the Community Development Action Plan 
framework is accepted in North Branford as an orderly framework for future program- 
niing, there will be need for refinement of procedures and techniques as well as 
need for year-by-year extension of action projects. This form of planning is best 
carried on as a continuing activity. The past two year work program of the Agency 
provides a major stock of research materials for any future programming.

During the last two years many community development needs and programs have 
been identified for the Agency. The action programs recommended in this document 
fall short of coping with all known or foreseeable needs. It is presumed that 
unmet needs would be handled in future action program lists.

In these times more is expected of local government in terms of leadership, 
program coverage and technical knowhow. This document provides a new technique 
for programming. If to be accepted as a workable procedure, responsibility for 
upkeep and revision should be assigned by the Town to an appropriate office or 
agency.
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