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NowrTnrorp, Oclober 30th, 1876.
Rev. A. C. PiERCE :

Dear Sir,~—DBelieving that your centennial sermon,

preached here on the 8th inst., would be read with pleasure by all who have

the interestof this Church and Socicty at heart, and that the historical facts

which it contains should be perpetuated, wo respectfully request it for pub-

lication. ’
WrLL1AM MALTBY,

oL Epwanp ST,
. ' Gro. WALKER,
HeNnRY L. ITARRISON,
', ' E. C. Mavtpy. -

PansoNAGE, BrooxrirLp, Conn., November G, 1876,
Winniax MALTBY, EDWARD SMITII, AND OTHIRS:

Gentlemen,~Thinking with you that the facts
and traditions of your local history are well worth preserving, and gratified
if I have put them in such form as mects your approval, I herewith sub-
mit the sermon in manuscript to your disposal,

With sentiments of high esteem,
I am, cordially yours,
: A. O, Percn.

-
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NOTR.

The preparatfon of this dlrcourso having been nearly simultancous with that of
another of like hintorical chameter relntive to the Church and Soclaty constituting my
present pastoral charge (Brookfield), a few parsnges In ench aro nearly fdontieal. Thin
grow out of a necesslty of cconomizing both thno and Jahor. But as the elreulution of
each is to be local mercly, it §8 not thought that tho clrcumstances shotld bo & bar to pub-

Heatfon,
' ACP
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[IISTORICAL DISCOURSE.

o Remember the days of old; conalder the years of many geoerations.” -
Daet., xxxil, 7,

Underlying all history is God's providence, and mingling in
its details are lessons of wisdom for such as desire to gather in-
struction from the ways and deings of the Almighty.

It is so in respeet to the nurrower as well as the broader-fields
which lic under Ilis supreme control, with respect to restricted
communities as well as kingdoms and empires, and therefore be-
cause God is in history making manifestations of Ilis attributes
and purposes in the events which transpire, it is suitable that
“ tho days ol 0ld ” should pass under review.

To know God we must study Ilim in 1lis dealings with the
children of men.

It is one of the dulies, morcover, which we owe to the past,
and to the men of the past who have bequeathed to their poster-
ity the leguey of o virtuous example and of christinn deeds, that
we cherish the memory of what has been praiseworthy in history,
and hand down from gencration to generation the names of
those who have acted their part wisely aud well, and made their
lives effective for the public weal. Tn this way alone it is that
the good influences of bygone duys can be properly preserved
and transmitted, its virtues emulated, and its toils nud sacvifices,
so fur ag it depends upon ns, can he justly rewarded.

T'o. be remembered in lively and gratetul appreciation, is a far
maore envinble tribute of respeet than the most laudatory epitaph
chiseled upon the tombstone ; and is not this o part of that hone
orable distinetion which God will have good men enjoy after
denth ¢

In cherishing such venersting and grateful recolleetions, do
we not rerve that purpose which He has deelared “ The righteons
aall te dued i everlasting remembrunee 2 Do we not testify

o the tenth He Lus atlirmad, “'The memory of the just i3
Poawmed 3
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There is an appropriatencss then—a practieal utility—in the
service in which we are engaged this morning.

It is fitting—it is religiously obligatory—that we “ remember
the days of old,” as they have passed over fhis community ; that
we “ consider the years of many generations” that have lived
and died, and whose sepulchres are among you even “ unto this
day.” .

The relevancy of these suggestions will be obvious to your
minds in connection with what is proposed in this discourse. It
undertakes to inform you of “the days of old,” as related to

THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH AND PARISI OF NORTUFORD.
The starting point of our investigations is properly
THE FIRST SETTLEMENT OF TIIE PARISH,

whenece the first settlers—settlers of the English stock I mean—
came; their previous relations, civil and religious; at about

what time they began here to establish their homes and set up-

their altars, and what they found here when their residence
began. i

With respect to the preeise time of settlement,* it is not
easy now to determine it with absolute certainly; but from
the earliest dates to be found upon the tombstones in your
cemetery, and from some other evidence, traditional and other-
wise, of which I have Leen able to avail myself, I have judged
that this must have taken place not fur from the year 1720.
The tradition is, that various individuals from the Town of
Branford, to which the parish then belonged (the parishes of
Northford and North Branford were constituted o sepurate town
only so far back as 1831), in the pursuit of o larger success in
their industry, and with something of that roving and adventur-
ous spirit which has ever eharacterized the people of our New
England towns, and which has so rapidly peopled the broad West,
were accustomed to leave their homes in the opening spring
with their provisions and implements of hushandry for u sort of
backwoods life through the summer months, occupying “clear-
ings” at the buse'of your mountain range, from which they guth-
ered wmple crops, reburning again by their woods’ path with the
approach of winter to enjoy the fruits of their summer absence,
in the bogom of their fumilics. ‘

* The land was lald out and the divisions wero probably mudo a little
Wwfore the year 1700,
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Ae b 2ot anddination now avaelable s to who theae first sei-
ooy sryzo, amd the Best Bt which can now e offervd, whether
(e were o the direet line of aneestry to families now resident
R " L1 oven dist of the male members who were first enrolled
wlon the churel was constitutel. Many of these men, it is to
be presumed, built their cabins and kindled their home fires in
the “clearings ” at the beginning of the settlement.

Their names are as follows:

Capt. Aarox Coox, MerrIiMAN MUNSON,

Den. SaymuinL HARRINGTON, “ABRAHAM DARTHOLOMEW,
SAMUEL BARNES, PerER 'LYLER,

JouN BALDWIN, 2d, "Timoriny ROSE,

Exsiox Jostait RogErs, Jr,  DANIEL MALTUIE,

Josgri LINSLEY, Joux TAINTOR,

Isaac Yoors, Jr., SAMUEL GOODSELL,

Stepnex Tonn, Joseeir BrweLL, and

Antrn MuNsoN, kxos Banrxes.

The first encampments of these Branford laborers, it is said,
were at the foob of the mountain, near the dwelling long occu-
pied by Dea. Ralph Linsley —the place of these encamp-
ments, determined’ perhaps by the fact hat there the laborers
were well sheltered by the high blull from southern and easterly .
winds, and thal there they might avail themselves of puve dnd
abundant supplies of waler from a never-failing spring, stilt held
in high esleem. :

But ovidently this migratory sort of life could mnot long
continue, and arrangements for o continuous residence in
the Northford ¢ clenring” must have been shortly made.
Near the fountain alveady alluded to, a cellar, filled in by the
Plowshiave bub o fow years ago, was pointed out as the probable
site of the first permunent dwelling, or rather I should say, the
fivst erected and oceupied by the white men, for in this immedi-
ate vicinity and along side the pelueid stream above were numer-
ous wigwuis of the Indiang, two or three of which were inhab-’
ited by their dusky owners within the memory of those who were
the olidest residents of the purish when my own ministry here
Lozan, With reference to these ’

INDIAN PREDECESSORS
:‘”.:):} “:‘W:fr,i::::;l.'.v':lh:'l:"\\'ﬂcmuhl more snecessfully interrogate
- wconld learn whenee they cune, what
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thelr tribal conuecction was, and whither they went when o
higher style of life encroached upon their rudely-condueted civil-
ization. .

Doubtless, into the elear water of “Paug Pond,” and into the
streams of the neighborhood, they dexterously cast the spear
and threw the hook for fish, frapped through the meadows below
and pursued on the sides of “Totoket” fur-clad or savory game.
Doubtless they had here their ties of love and hope, their glad-
some and sorrowful hours, their times of revelry and mourning.
“But all this is hidden from us by a curtain that will not rise at

our signal bell: they are matters which lie much in the haze of

an unrecorded even an untraditional period.

But it is plensant to Le able to say, with reference to the few
who were here within the memory of the generation just gone,
that they were of such character as commanded the respectof their
white neighbors, and that o spirit of mutunal kindness prevailed
Detween them.  In evidence of this, we have the festimony of o
published sermon preached long ago in Branford, that the lands
of this vicinity * were hought of these Indiung,” as (he rightlul
owners, “and were paid for, additionally to the price paid to
New Haven for the township,and thab laws were pussed prolect-
ing them in all their vights” And, furthermore, 1 am able to re-
‘cord the testimony of o competent witness residing here when I
came to the parish, that these dusky dwellers upon the soil were
strict observers of the Sabbull, their ehildren not being allowed
to stray from the cabing to which they belonged until the sun
was fuirly below the horizon. :

Ruther than tuke advantage of the ignorance and viees of these
less favored children of nalure, it would scem fhat your parish
fathers possessed o laudable desive to cultivate towurds them o
feeling of amity and good neighborhood, and to serve so fur ny
possible their moral and spivitual welfure 5 though in exact juslico
I ought perhaps to record a vole passed ab u socicly meeting in

“those “duys of old,” which certainly has about it a ittle fluvor
of “high cust” feeling not quite in harmony with the sentiment
of our times. ' .

“Voled, That Jenny Squaw (an Indinn, I presmne) shall sit in

“the negro pew so long us she comes to meeting at this meeting-
house, and shall sit nowhere ¢lse,” a vote which, to say the least,
was reasonably clear and decisive,

In respect to
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THE NAME

by which the par-h was early i{lr'-ei,':nutvd. there seems not ty have
Sewepe entire concnrrence of choiee,

At the very fivst mecting called for the purpose of parizh or-
wanization, and as the very first act of those convened subse-
quent to their choice of moderator and elerk, it was “agreed by
a major vote that the name of the place shall be called Selem.”

Why this designation, so agreeable both in its signification
(“prace”) and in historical association, was set aside for the
present somewhat incongruous niame of “ Northford,™ does not
readily appear, there being certuinly no considerable fording
place from which the appetlation conld have been derived. Nor is
the time of such change indicated only so far as this: the first
ocenrrence of the name “Northford” in the public records is
under date of December 9th, 1751.

The first meeting of the settlers for

PARISII ORGANIZATION

was held on the 24th day of June, 1745, at the house of M.
Benjamin 1and, having been duly warned by Isane Foote, Jr.,
by means of a summons served upon the respective citizens,
which meeting was moderated by Dea. Samuel Harrington, and
its doings recorded by Josinh Rogers, as clerk.

For some years it would thus secem that the inhabilants of the
parish were associated in church privileges with the people of
the purish now known as North Branford—the whole section in-
cluded in the limits of the .present town of North Branford,
then called tho “ Novth IFurms,” having Leen seb off from the
originul Socioty of Branford as one distinet pavish in 1725, al-
though for some yowrs prior to this date they had enjoyed the
privilego ol & separale meoting,

During these early years we must imagino the fathers and
their households with them, for their Subbath day solemnilics,
starting with the early morning upon & journey of six or seven
miles to join those “who keep holy day” at the village” on
Uie other gide of “Totoket,” and this without the facilitics of
!nw\-l-\\hit:h wre now enjoyed, for an aged person, now passed
::;i"‘-wl!:""l"t‘l‘l‘l;‘liilhl’ll:\"l(:‘l:lt t(l)!‘ ]Nf' own personal rcvullv(-liun'. that l}w'

. e ox-cart were the sole conveniences for

g taehareh,

Veswamay ot heaes infor that attendunce at the honse of
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Gol was uncertain or jrregular, for those “days of old™ were
times in which the ministrations of the sanctuary were held in
high esteem, and from what we know of the man who was then
their spivitual teacher (Rev. Jonathan Merrick), we may pre-
sume that their interest in the Sabbath service was increased
by their interest in him as an able and faithful preacher of the
word, a devout and beloved man of God.

But this association in worship with the people of the « vil-
vage,” so called, was not to be of long continuance.

In 1734, the « General Court” of Connceticut, upon petition
of Peter Tyler, Samucl Harrington, Bezaleel Tyler, and others
of the “Northerly inhabitants of the North Pavish” (North
Branford), '

s Resalred, That said memorialists shall be allowed liberty to have somo
Orthodos Minister preach the gospel to them during the mouths of Decem-
ber, Junuary, Febraary and March annually, and during gaid time they shall
be free from paying church rates to snid North Parish.”

dates it would thus seem that this arrange-
winter portion of the year while
le their Sabbath journey to Novth

By comparison of
ment for preaching during the
in summer Lime the people ma

Branford Church, continued for a period of cleven yewrs, when, |

as we have seen, steps were taken to organize an Teclesinstical
socicty. Not even until & alill later dale, by some five years, Was &
Church formally instituted.

During these years the religious ulfairs of the community were
in what may be termed formative state, the time being oceupied
in matlers somewhat preliminary to the regulur order of estab-
Jished society and means of grace—as establishing schools, pro-
viding a place for public worship, arranging for ministerial sup-
port, hearing candidates for settlement, and the like.

"Phese preliminuries heing satisfactorily adjusted, and the peo-
ple having united upon u man to be their minister, the

CHIURCIT WAS ORGANIZED

in due form on the 13th duy of June, 1750, consisting nb first of
nineteen male members, to which number an accession of twenty-
three (mostly females, and, prohably, from coincidence of numes,
wives andt daughiers of those previously adimitted) wag made on
the first Sabbath of July—all of {hese being dismissed and pecome
quended from other churches in the vicinity.

Although the original Articles of Confession of Faith, ne »
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ghe v mw e ntertined in Fespeet to el iy, yo 1
e } 'umh polity, yet you sre not
{0 altngether in ignormnee concerning the

DOCTRINES AND ECCLESIASTICAL PRINCIPLES

of these who thus entered into fellowship, for in subsequent

o.r;ls)lhluirtl' is“d(i}st]inct provision that the minish'ut;mlé olf ;i:]e ]I;S(i‘-
pit shall be alvanistic” in their character, ¢ 1 i ¢
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be alienated; and, in evidence that their views of clnu:)l~ IO'HM
were strictly Congregational, all advice sought in respe (t: )t cane
(hd.nllt‘.s for settlement in the pastorate was ?‘rom the ‘l‘ I§ "01 CXH-
sociation,” never from * Consociation,” or other parties L': (1 al iy
the recorded vote in reference to the settlement of the ,1‘;12(& ;qss?

tor, which was that, ¢ e (implying their belief in the inherent

|)0\\01 Of Ah; I Cl 11 QA i
i e !() lcl‘ Chl 1(}])) \“ 111 Old.l.lll l\[l. ‘ ﬂ-lhnun “ Il]h).llls,
on tho I‘}th (l ‘y 01 'nno ne 't ensuinge. » “vh]ch Ol'(h"']tlon was
[¢] "(‘]uct(,( ] n t ) ) v :
Nnsocit n, l n ¢
0O ] l'. (‘) l.) ()(). S f 0 ) t» h HY COHHCI] S(‘l(‘('.t(,d
l)y ("]Ic [;0(4101.’/ ]l.bL‘“, .S:Ll(l. C()“"Lll bei"g in \']l(‘d t() QIstst 1n “lU
BCI'VICCS ()l “I(} occ :lSi()ll. " '
Yo vy . .
] Ll‘lh“eps ll' Sh()lll(l. l)(z hll\(‘" Illl.() ll(-(.()u"l} l)} “-":) 0( ('\l)“-l“'lllon
o) gIHAARY lic 1 8¢ems l( S l i 1 i i 0 l
Y X b Iy ;"]l: ' mn “"b l“"l’ 0 i i
I l l ', y ] ' l s Y u we b h S l(h“l\,tl 1, ”\“t
118 Ch“l‘(]l :m(l S (‘l(}['y ] ]\ 1
. i}hq.'\ l )u]'](l(‘ls ()1 l.l‘ ) > O g QOK( lO l-h(\ Chlll‘ch :Lt
N ] ﬂ/"iol (l a8 “lell C(‘.C]OSI'l h il 1' X g i N ) -
. ki W s an 1 Wwere C]( C
slic l )ne"( ¢ » IS¢ Sy
I)lu/hy wl“\ ”](5 men (5()|]S‘|‘,“tlng th(} ('-hlll’(,'ll ﬂ“(l S()(:l(‘() ih(’l(‘.,
"'“d) {lu‘“lcl mOl'(.., th:lt} H) few }Cl“'b |) '.() i ,, i ‘l‘llc 1 \"](l
. . rior ,l.O t]"b th'lt Cl \ l H
SOClOty, n asser -ll 1 i '
t g PR ] ( ” r (l‘ " f t] Ay
. . mng t; \e.ll ]lg 1S M 18 matter o A1CLY mmlstel‘,
. . 1{()])1)“18, (l"mllst ll‘l ! i Y hﬂ. l)ul)]]cly
ltcw I\l.l o (V) I(Sl(le ]"ﬂ“c‘ CC, { d
1(.]10““0(.(1 the l.ny 1001 Wiorm uee
\ Y (‘s I) l Ph Ll . l\ l. -,l l .y tric
[ () oroo (4' . » 3 are( t \L'l]]SC‘l\ ¢8 8h) l(./b
»its ()"ﬂllsts, lmd SLt t lL‘il : i y nm ll(@lb ()i
ongl (4] \ l ﬂut h(nlt 1 {
"(.«l order an i ‘l s a ,’ o
d d cipling “{.' ”\SL l W\ i 1 llll(‘ Save
c]l‘ ren o IL‘ 1S )1 m HA l ll“luh( 'lt { l .
" > ”l( “’i” Ol Cl ish 8 l of L I"‘le‘-
\1]3‘: 08 CXPresst ‘(1 ill u
( l] g B LA ¢ W ()l‘d ()f (. 1
H]M.‘CL ‘.0 “l(‘b(‘ ])]'il i ) l)) i ) “l e ul)l) M FHANY
; )(oll ]L‘S Of c]IllI'ch ]'(
o : ) g y Lhe [WH N to ) .
‘)‘ o g[ "l'“l] conourrencoe 11¢ 0 ) l )[)l 1 no g
J an 1 hul'nl ny o i
ol .) ‘ Y ’ [} non amon “10
l ¢ l l( ul Lho “lBL, (Ill(l ﬂ[t(‘l W lll‘d, lllltil ll.bOllt tllC‘ }c“l IGJ !].t
?

shich timo
Tl_l}l EPISCOPAL BOCIETY WAS ORGANIZED
] 1) M

te which wa]
I R THY fere ' '
Pty el xl;: t;N:.,' .h l.\ rence may Tiere be lml(]l‘, though not
R =4 |
- i ivits of th(ol‘_\' mmtumlnluh-d i this dis-

[Ny



YA e S

10
The original members of the society were
Pavi TYLER, Davin RoGers,
Iciianop Foore, Joxann Toon,
Josern DAnikx, Puixeas BeacH,
SAMUEL Marrsy, JosgrH IiNcn,
; JouN JOuUXSOX,
the record indicating that they were nm.nﬂ)erg of the C!mrch of
England, and connected with a gociety in Guilford until the so-
ciety here was organized. .
The deed for the land on which their first house f)!‘ \vorsj\lp
was erceted, was given hy James Ilowd, December 31xt, 1763,
and the edifice was at that date completed; or )w:u'ly‘so. isl:md: )
ing, a3 many of you remember, near l.ht{ residence o‘} Ifll. L(.:‘\l
Talmadge. The house at present oceupied by the society wis
3 i n .
b“'l;‘:; l;Ltltlsli\);xt)\\' to affuirs pertaining to this church and socict).(,

I come to speuk of
! CHURCH EDIVICES.

At the commencement of their existence ag & disl'.in.cb re]igion:z
community, public worship, it would seem, wis h'c]d m.‘a -P(“v:liw
dwelling at firsl, and probably for the entire purm'(ll 111".“]" 'l;)l'l,,"
completion of the first meefing-honse, or ru,l.lllcrl un'l.l 'u,l )nl; 1“,,
was 8o far advanced as (o allow worship within its walls, ab the

sidenee of My, Isaae Ingrahum, .
rcb\l;};,';]i the abiding sanctnary was being v‘propu,l;cd, the Arl](.cﬁ'
the Lord rested in the “house of Obed Kdom, and .welsm
not hazard much in believing that « the Lord .blcsscd the 10:156
of Ohed Jidom, and all that pertained unto him, heeause of the

* Yod.’ .
Allkn‘i;uf:c or July of 1746, one year from the estabhshr.nex'\ttfof
public worship, application was made to the Gener;t.l C?musc(')’r,
the appointment of commissioners to locate o mee .n}g- ho " a’i-
a measure adopted, ns we may Bupposc, on nccount o 's;)m o
versily of views as to where the (’,dlllcl:', ghould sl'.:m(], 0(;1 0;) ]l:)(‘ul'.-
gubscquent divisions, such as are 80 likely to grow ou d
ing public buildings. .
m(ix})g(:x]:\(iﬂ;uncc \\E"il‘h the desire of the pelitioners, t?lo Gmlw,l‘u,l.
Court voted permission to build n house of woralul\),“x.t:lu ml..l
pointed “Capt. John Tubbard, Capt. Jonnthan A ‘.]
Mr. Johw Hiteheoek, all of New Ihm:n, to loeate Nll;(‘ »(.“m;
which committee in due time mude its report to the Lot
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ot A nepean At wan vatad, that *8Said house of warship he
exe b in the bizhwayoon the west gide of the path, twenty rods
ol ol Sumuel Bartholomew®s houss, the sills to enclose a
tuslnot stawidle thercon standing, with a heap of stones around
1w Inthe following spring a building commitice wis ap-
pointed, and the work was undertaken.

The edifice erecled was ab first without a steeple, which ap-
pendage was added in 1796—forty nine years after the body of
the house was built—and a bell, the same now in use, was
placed upon its deck. Lven the lower part of the house was
not finished until 1752, and the gallerics not until 1760.

Thus completed, for just one hundred years, viz, until April
25th, 1847, when the Sabbath service was for the last time con-
ducted within its walls, this house, which your fathers huilded,
remained the house of the Lord to which “the tribes weng up,”
and of goodly numbers, a8 we cannot doubt, “the Lord shall
count when 1Ile writeth up the people that this man was born
there”

A louse of worship in nse for one hundred years! What im-
pressions spring from the thought! What varied scenes, Joy-
ful or sorrowful, had been wilnessed wilhin the consverated
wally, a8 the hundved years had been passing by; and whati soul
experiences had erowded there, which can have no untolding un-'
til the disclosures of the linul day.

In no one thing searcely is the progress of society in all mut-
ters of maleriul comfort and convenience and taste more strike
ingly appavent than in respect to places of public worship; and
we look back with something of wonder, that in « days of old®
such edifices should have been construeted; so ill adapted to
their use, so distasteful in their style of architecture, and so
Poorly provided in the essentiuls of comfort and even health, as
evidenced in the fact that, in the particular edifice of which
I nm speaking, large, open, cold, barn-like as it wus, no heating
appointments other than the foot-stove were introduced until the
Expiration of move than seventy years from the time it was built,

But must we not seriously question whether there has been o
eorevaponding improvement in the matter of Sabbath observance

» 4 chareh attendanee *  Lios not the imputation in
soont the men of o

e Pur Terael by

some degree
duy, as against those of the prophet’s
i forgatten his maker and buildeth ten-
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But to pass from this:  The present more beautiful and cont-
modious structure, the house in which we are assembled, alike
creditable to the taste and liberal devising of those who built it
—and, I ought to add also, those who have so lurgely rebuiit
and preserved it—was undertaken in 1846, and by commenda-
ble sacrifices was completed ready for its dedication April 28th,
1847, Dr. Leonard Bacon, of New Ilaven, preaching the dedi-
cation sermon.

Though not necessary for your information, yet in order to
the completeness of history, it should be here stated, that owing
to culpuble unfaithfulness or unskillfulness on the part of the
builders, it became necessary to re-build the tower of the edifice
50 carly as 1863, which was done at an expense of about %800,
and in 1873 you were subjected to the outlay of #3400 to re-
construct other portions of the walls—u burdensome expendi-
ture I do not doubt, considering the stringency of the times and
the fewness of your numbers, but I do not doubt you will ﬁx}d
your blessing in it, even us Nehemiah and his companions did
theirs in the rebuilding of the walls of Jerusalem, .

May the tastetul structure thus completed and preserved from
falling into ruing, long stand as befitting monument to your
appreciation of the Gospel here dispensed, und by the hcn!l.hlul
influences emanating from it compensutie o thousnnd-lold for all
your painstaking and generous outlay; and, in respeck to suv-
ing influence, may an invisible Shekinuh (':cusc]ess]y hang over
the place, and resistless energy be felt turning souls unto God!

I come next to speak of

THE MINISTRY,
as here established and maintained, and I cannot forbear to re-
mark, what a clear and satisfactory argument f91' the vu,lufs .of
God’s method of sustaining morality and promoting the spn"xh-
wal welfare of the people, even to the saving of tlreir gonls (* viz,
by the foolishness of pl'cuchingv”), is 'l'ul'nis'hc.d in perhaps every
community where a faithful Christian ministry has bceln c]n:
joyed, by its historie records for a century or more, and 0y ltlu
thoughts which crowd back from the past in }'cspcol; to' the in u-,
ences thus exerted and the benefits for all time un_d for elermity

s achieved. )

! lli-t the mun who gets a Tow value upon the work fmd m.ﬂuunw

of the ministry, withholding perhaps ull c(mlvrilml'mn lo lh:’p:n;:

port, though God has Dlessed him with means in abundanses

.

=¥y,

e
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Taoesta e Dasosat down with the yeconts in Wie Laneds
avel, oo bis maned e Smpriasions naturally prodaesd by the
perroapnet, wlanee  his oeye along the pages of Baptisms, Re-
sevals, Churel Admissions, and Christian Deaths, aud say if
God's appointments were not wise.  Let him go to the cemetery
where sleeps the reverend man of God, who, for two or three
gcores of years perhaps, in all wisdom and faithfulness dispensed
the messages of Divine aunthority and tenderness, and let him
survey the field of sepulehres around, embracing the dust of an
cutire generation who fell asleep duving snch ministry, and eall-
ing to mind how many of this number died in the joyful confi-
dence of an honored resurrection and a blissful eternity—let him

- answer, if the ministry has not been worth «ll it has eost.  Let

him in thought approach the bedside of the dying, and sce how
fuith and hope spring forward to scenes immortul; sce hiow, in -
tranquil or exultant mood, the spirit passes to the prepared “man-
sion ;” the visions' celestial more alluring than the terres-
triul and the favewells cheerfully spoken; let him, I say, contem-
plate such a scene of Christian trinmph, and think of the depart-
ing one -as Afs wile, his son or daughter, his pavent or endeared
friend, and will he not heneeforth confess that the Gospel which
can nurture such faith and hope is ahove all price, and that no
conmunily ean qfford thal the preaching of that Gospel should
ceuse from among its Chvistinn privileges.

But to return from this digression.  Ifor the first five years of
the socicty’s existence mo regular pastorate was cstablished,
though attempts wero early mado to sccure such o result. It
was u period of pastor seeking, and somewhat formidable is the
list of successive cundidates whose names have been preserved
us having received & “call,” which for some reason was not ac-
cepted,

It is worthy of nole, sis indicating the habit of the times, that
during this candidating period the vote was frequently tuken
(and wag, I believe, prior to the hearing of each of the candi-
dates) “lo apply onrselves to the Reverend Associntion's Comnit-
tee for advice in respect to o candidate.”

It conld not have been otherwise than discowraging to the peos
N-- o their baginnings, to have heen so often disappointed in their
4y i vespect to u pastor, und o have had their * eall * so fro-
‘;‘“~"“'”,\ negatived st have had a disheartening effeet, amd ace
B o January of 1340, 3t was voted, * That we hold o

v
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day of fasting and prayer, that February 8th be that day, and
th‘ut we apply ourselves again to the Reverend Association’s Com-
mittee for advice.” ‘

Thus, disappointment had produced its proper effect—it had
begotten a sense of dependence and promoted a spirit of prayer,
and this Leing accomyplished the coveted blessing was not with-
held, for just now-it was, or very shortly after, that the labors of
Rev. Warham Williams, the first, and for nearly forty years
the continuous and successful pastor, bégan.

In "December, definite overtures for a settlement were made,
embracing the pecuniary condition that the pastor clect should
receive, in case of his acceptance of their ¢ call,” twelve hundred

pounds, “old tenor” (the value of which, at that time of depre-

ciated currency, was far less than would be represented by such
- figures now), and as his regular salary, he should receive yeurly
“ 200 ounces of good silver, or an equivalent of bills of public
credit (the value of which to be determined by disinterested in-
dividuals), and twenty-five cords of wood.” "

An ordination in those “ days of old” was a much more un-
common and important event in the estimation of the people
than in these days of frequent changes in the pastoral office.
We may, therefore, well suppose that the 13th day ol June, 1750
—the day appointed for Mr. Williams® ordination—was looked
forward to with no little interest by the people of the pavish.

According to the good old custom of the New Iingland ehurches,
a day of fasting and prayer wus appointed as a suitable prepa-
ration for the event, Rev. Mr. Merrick, of North Branford, and
Rev. Mr. Whittlesey being invited to preach on the occasion.

'he ministers invited to assist in the ordination were Rev. Mr.
Chauncey, of Durham (I give the probuble place of residence,
ag it is not specified in the récord), Rev. Sumuel Whittlesey,
of Wullingford, Itev. Mr. Noyse, of Lyhe (grandfather of Rev.
Matihew Noyes), Rev. Mr. Hall, of Cheshire (father-in-law to
the eandidate), and Rev. Mr. Richards, of North (fuilford.

To perfect the srrangement for the ordination, 1 find this
somewhat strange vole, to wit, “That Isane Ingruham, Paul
Tyler, and John Thompson, shall be u connmitles to {ake curo
of the meeting-house doors ordinution day, to keep Jolks oud”

Mr. Williams was of Puritan ancestry, his great-grandparents
on both sides having come from Englund st the time of the
Duritun exodus. IIe was grandson of Rev. John Williums, who
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was carried captive by the Indians from Deerfield to Canada,
in 1704, and was son of Rev. Stephen Willinmns, D.D., of Long
Mcadow, Mass.

Ile was graduated at Yale College, in which institution he
was shortly after elected tutor, and in the corporation of which
he served as Fellow from the time of his early ministry to the
time of his death. - C

1le was remembered by a few individuals when I first came to
the parish, as a person of noble and commanding figure, with
high forehead and expressive countenance, us having uniformly
worn the long white wig of olden times when he appeared in the
pulpit, as having spoken with a powerful voice, and was repre-
sented to me as having been a preacher of much more than ordi-
nary ability. .

11is ministry continued through a period of thirty-cight years,
and was one of marked suceess, there having been added to the
church during his pastorate, including the twenty-three original
members who were constituted o chureh on the day of his ordina-
tion, two hundred and fitty-six (256) individuals, an average of
something more than six ench year through his entire ministry
Tio fell asleep April 4th, 1988, in the sixty-thivd year of his life,
and “his sepulehre is with you unto this day.”

After the decease of Rev, Mr. Williams the pulpit was variously
supplied for a period of two years,

In March, 1790, the labors of Rev. Matthow Noyes began.
Tn May, proposals were made for his permanent establishment in |
the pastorate; the proposal for his support being, that he should
Yreccive £200 settlement, and £90 annually as his salary.

In the following Augnst his ovdination took place, the sermon
being preached by Rev. Dr. Goodrich, of Durham.  Iie was a
native of Iiyme, Conn, o descondent, as was his predecessor, of
Puritan ancestry, being in the fifth gencration from Rev. James
Noyes, who camo from England in 1634 and seitled in New-
bury, Mass,

Mr. Noyes' neademic education he veeeived ab Yalo College (of

which he also was afferward g member of the eorporation), and

his theological studies were pursued under the instractions of
Rev. Dr. Whitney, of Brooklyn, Counn.

His pastorate here continued through a period of forty-four
years, and under his ministry there was an ingathering to the
church of two hundred and one (201) individuals.
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His labors as pastor were suspended in 1833 5 his pastoral re-
lations were dissolved in 1835, and in 1837, on the 25th of Scp-

tember, he finished his course, departing this life in the seventy-
gixth year of his age.

Some of the sermons of Rev. Mr. Noyes, in manuseript,

passed under my eye during my ministry here, and they afforded
me the evidence thut he was a methodieal and vigorous thinker,
and that his mind was remarkably ready in the phraseology of
the Scriptures.  In respect to other characteristics and qualifica-
tions for his work it is hardly fitting for me to speak, having
been without any personal acquaintanee, and his memory being
yet fresh with many of you, so that your kunowledge of what
he was, and how he filled up his ministry, is fur better than mine.
Enough now to say, in the quict rest of a Chrislian giave he
sleeps, circled by a vast majority of those to whom he preached—
pastor and people alike done with earthly scenes, and gone to.
their award.

Barber, in his « ITistorical Collections,” has deemed it fit fo
say of him, thal, he was “considered ‘onc of the wealthicst cler-
gymen in the State,” :

We are thus brought by the nurrative to the period of contem-
poraries and contemporancons events, and very littlo need be suid
in respeel to ministerial ehanges or what has transpired under
suceessive ministrations.

On the day of Mr. Noyes’ formal dismission, the Rev. Will-
fam J. Boardman was installed as his suceessor — December
1st, 1835—during whose ministry of eleven years, eighty-cight
were gathered into the ehurch on profession or by letter. L'hongh
not formally dismissed, Mr. Boardman had ceased to dischargo
the dufies of the pustorate some time previous to his death, and
that event, which dissolves @/l enrthly ties, occurred Oclober 1st,

-1849.  Born in Dalton, Mass, he, naturally chose Willinms' Col-
lege, in the same county, as the place of his acndemic studies, and
his theological edueation was acquired ab Andover Seminary.

Having reecived his ordinalion at North Iaven, Seplember
201h, 1820, ulmost his enlire minislerial ife was spent in this
immediate neighborhod, and in your own place of sepulchres ho
sleeps with those who had gone before him in the saered office.

Subsequent to the resignation of Mr. Bourdmun no installed
pastor was in charge of the church until June 8th, 18563, when
the person who now addresses you entered upon the oftice, dur-
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ing the intervening six years, the pulpit having been ocenpied
by occasional or stated supplies, of whom those longest here and
most abundant in labors, were Rev. Ienry Steel Clark, D.D,,
subsequently of Philadelphin, now deceased ; Rev. dward Root,
now settled, I think, in Rhode Island, and Rev. Charles H.
Bullard, now one of the district sccretaries of the American
T'ract Society.

My own pastorate commenced, as I have said, in June, 1853,
though a supply of nearly five months had preceded this date,
and it continued until the 1st of July, 1866, making in all nearly
fourteen years of labor and enjuyment among you—I say enjuy-
ment, for memory fondly reenlls them to-day as pleasant years
wherein were nurtured flowers and fruits of sympathy and affee-
tion which will be grateful as long as recollection shall continue.
During theso years it fell to my lot to follow cighty-live of
your number to the grave; twenty-two couples I joined in mar-
ringo; administered the ordinance of baptism to sixty-four, and
had the privilege of welcoming seventy-two to the membership
of the chnreh.  Any enlargement heyond these fuets, in respect
lo my ministry among you, is forhidden by obvivus propricties
of the ovcension.

Very shortly subsequent to my vesignation of the pulpit. Rev.
A, G llard, now of Montville, in this State, commenced labors

“a8 “slaled supply,” and conlinued until 1868, something more
than two years, during which ocenrred a period of more than

ordinary religious interest, and cleven were gathered into the
church as its {ruits.

Of the present incumbent of the pulpit, Rev. Geo. DeF.
Tolsom, and his labors, it becomes me to say nothing more
than that his services as acling pastor began in December,
1869, and that ton have been gathered to the fellowship of
the church during that period. May the words that fall from
his lips prove the precious seed from which & hundred fold shall
be guthered ore long, '

“In passing from the ministry, I should speak next of

THE DEACONS,
ag oftice-bearers in thoe chureh. "hey have served in the fol-
lowing order: Deacons Josinh Rogers: and Merriman Munson,
chosen whon the church was organized; Dencons Benjamin
Maltby and Phineas Baldwin, chosen Apwil 2d, 1778; Dea.
Benjumin Multby, Jr.,, chosen December 1st, 1791 ; Dea. Solonion
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Fowler, chosen December 3d, 1801 ;5 Dea. Stcplxeﬁ Maltby,
chosen May 31st, 1804; Dea. Munson Linsley, chosen Tebraary
d, 1809; Dea. Ralph Linsley, February 2, 1826; Dea. Thomas
Smith, February 2d, 1832 ; Dea. Charles Foote, October 3d, 1844 ;
and Dea. William Maltby, Maveh 4th, 18G3.
Perhaps here, as conveniently as elsewhere, I may refer to the
go-called ’
“ ENROLLED CILURCIL”
which was organized in 1801. Unfortunate differences of views
and feelings having at this time arisen, a portion of the mem-
bership and congregation withdrew from their former connection
and organized anew under the designation T have named. and tho

church so formed continued its separate existence until 1833, when |
by counsel and assistunce of ministerial brethren from abroad,

a reunion was cffected. A new house of worship was creeted,
in which, for a part of the time, services were held; the Rev. Mr.
Barrows, afterwards professor at the Andover Theological Sem-

inary, having served longest of those who ofliciated. No pastor

was ever installed over the chureh. Forbunalely, even the causes
of the separation have now nenrly died out of -l'.he pl.lblic kno“tl-
edge, and certainly the preacher of this historical disconrse will
not seareh the ashes to find a single cosl which may be blown
into & momentary flame.

It would be an ungrateful omission were nob some mention
made in this review of those friends of the church and socicty
who, from time to time, have contributed by legney or otherwiso
to the

PERMANENT FUNDS
of the chureh, or rather to create a fund designed to he perma-
nent for the support of the Christinn Ministry in the service of
the echurch and congregntion—congiderale and generons-minded
men who have loved the cause and communily so well, und lpri.zo.d
the Gospel go highly, that they desire to be continually assisting,
even alter their names should pags oub of memory, in the Jaud-
able enterprize of holding up here the toreh of tr‘ul.h, and making
all men know the way of lifo everlusting,  In order to ny
purpose of embalming unew as il were the numes of sueh in
your recolleetion, it is nob necessury Lhu.(;_l shonld speak of cer-
tain parsonage lands possessed by Lhe socicty u,l;. the commence-
ment of its separate existence, and probubly dc.'mvcd us o solrb ol
dower from the parent parish abt tho time this wos organized,
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and the renting of which was generally preceded by the vote
in parish mecting (I mention it as evidence that, in some things
we cerlainly have improved upon the customs of the futhers), the
vote, I say, ¢ that the committee shall get two quarts of rum to let
out the society’s land with,” the object being, I suppose, to make
the bidding spirited. .

I speak rather of those gifts and bequests which originated
in individual friendship for the society and church, and which
have about them the idea of an interest cherished at the very close
of life. Among such benefactors mention should be made of
Dea. Samuel llarrington, who, in 1754, gave twenty pounds
to the socicty for their permanent use in the maintainance
of u dissenting minister; of John Taintor, who bequeathed a
farm, valued at about $2,500; for a like purpose; -of Ebenezer
H. Fowler, who left for the society real estate and personal
property to the value of some $4,000; also, of Dr. Jared Lins-
ley, of New York eity, who, on more than one occasion, particu-
Laly when the parsonage was purchased, manifested his love
for his native parish and his generosity of spirit in methods more
expressive than mere kind words ind gowd wishess of Mrs. Ruth
Malthy, who bequeathed, at her deeesse, the sum of $100; and,
of Mvr. Julius Malthy, who, at his decease, donated to the so-
ciely $2,000.  Let their names be held in grateful respeet, and
though the funds they bequeathed have in some portion been

- lost to Lhe society, in the fluetuationsof fortune® and in the fail-
ing of monied institutions, let it not pass out of mind that these
persons were your devoted friends, some of them, even when
their lives were cbbing out, and that they paid Targely of their
substance to make constant and perpetual your re

<" perity.

A very important pavt of a chureh’s history ordinarily is its

. PERIODS OF REVIVAL,
and to this branch of the subject 1 heve advert,  The general re-
ligions movement whieh characterized the close of the last cen-
tury and the beginning of this, espeeially in Conneeticut and

Mussuchusetls, and which seems to huve heen a sort of return
wave of spiritual influence after the snd effects of the long war,
and & brenkwater nguinst the spread of French infidelity which

ligious pros-

*'Tho beguest of John Tafntor was lost In the Milure of tho Eagle Bank, of New
Iaven, in 1845 that of Bhenesor H. Fowlor, fmpaired in the Now Ilaven County Bank
in 1867; aud that of Jullus Maltby, fn Townsend Bayings Bank,
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that period had introduced, secemns not to have renched the coni-
munity dwelling here, and that remarkable visitation of the
spirit which preceded this by something more than half a cen-
tury, associuted with the names of Edwards, and Davis, and.
Whitfield, was just passing by as the church and society hiere
were merging into life,

Nothing like a general attention to-the subject of religion.
seems to have occurrad until 1815, in which year the public
mind was widely moved upon the subject, and large numbers
were hopefully “born again.”

That year of precious memory to so muny of the churches
throughout the land, 1831, brought also its suving influences to
this community, and Rev. Mr. Noyes was permitted, after forty-
one yeurs of labor, to gather at a single communion season, forty-
one members into the church as the fruits of the awakening.
Still another harvest year was 1840. At the successive com-
munion seasons of that year numbers aggregating forty-cight
were admitted to membership by Rev. Mr. Boardmnan.

Something more than usnal interest was manifested also in
1848 and in 1856, and in yet more decided power in 1858, sev-
enteen being added to the church ab the August sncrmmnental
geason of that year, and some others afterward.

Of Iater times of mercifal visitation I will not speak, as they
were not so general in their inflnence und the results hiave been

already referred to. Tt would he o serious error to suppose thab -

all the carlier years of the clinrch, when no * Revivals,” techni-
ally so called, prevailed, were years of spiritunl barrenness. If
not in copious showers, nevertheless, as the dews upon llermon,
gracious influences descended. .

It is a remarkable circumstunce, that nob u single year passed
during the ministry of Rev. Mr. Williams in which there were
no aceessions to the church.

It may interest the younger portion of the congregation to
kuow, that in the “ duys of old” o custom prevailed of

DIGNIPYING THE MEETING 1IQUSE,
by which was meant that the people had their seals assigned to
them in the house of worship according to their officinl stund-
ing, military grade, seniority of years, or other specinl cluims
they might be supposed to huve to privileged and “dignified ?
consideration ; us here mrranged, the “fore seat” being the first in
dignity, the two pews next the pulpit being sccond in rank, and
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so through the entire house, cach seat haviug its relative grade,
and oceupied by persons of corresponding vank in the congre-
gabion, an arrangement not very flattering we should judge to
those who should be assigned to “the lowest scats in the syna-
gogue.” .

How the system “worked” in those days we have no definite
means of determining, but in these times, we think to serce on
the sealing committee would not be particularly enviable, and
that the effect of the scating would be much like that produced
by certain Jews, of whom we have the record, that they «set
all the city in an uproa.”

It is simply amazing, that a method so invidious and uujust,
s0 ndemocratic and counter to the equality of the Gospel, should
have had a place in the ontward ovdering of God's house!

It will interest the same elass of my audienee, if I should also
refer to the
. SABBATIH DAY HOUSES, *

now entirely ont ol use, which, in the “days of old,” used to
stand in Immediate proximity fo the sancinary, and which must
have been highly serviecable, when, in the severity of winter, the
people congregated in their places of worship, with the certainty
that they must sit shivering through the protracted service with-
out means of warming alterward, except as they should seck for
such comfort outside of the place of meeting. .

These “sabbu-da-houses,” us they were called, were generally

rudely construeted cabins, huilt contignous to the churel, or but

n little way from it—sometimes for a single family, sometimes for
& whole circle of relations—where, during reeess of worship, the
party owning the premises would repair, and, by a comfortable
fire, kindled before service in the morning, spend {heir neoning
prtaking of refreshments brought from home, and engaging in
such conversations us might be most agrecable to their minds.

It is casy to conceive that these resorts might have been of no
specinl advantage—religionsly considered, places of mere idle gos-
gip und hilarity—and, upon the other hand, it is not diffienlt to
suppose that, in many eases, they were like the prepared places
by the river sides in the Apostles’ duys, * where prayer was wont
to be made” —“sucred oratories,” in which godly men and
women found some of their most exalted experiences.  Several
of these cabins stood but a little distance from the old meeting-
house whioh disuppeured, us I have suid, in 1847,
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In the matters of
EDUCATION AND EDUCATED MEN, -
it is believed that the past of Northford will compare favorably
with most communitics around—with most throughout New
England indecd—notwithstanding there has been here no acad-
emy or other institution of learning of high order, to which the
sons and daughters might resort.

At first, and until 1752, the entire parish was comprised in a
single school district. A division was then cffected, creating one
district north and one south of the meeting-house. Three years
after, in 1753, a third district was organized, and still a fourth
in 1769, these arrangements all being made, and common school
educution supervised—not by the town, as now, but by the Se-
clesiastical Society. But it is in respect to cducation in the
“higher departments of it, and as acquired in our colleges and

professional schools, that I wish mainly to speitk.
Few parishes in the State, and perhaps none of eqqual popula-
tion, bave given to the world so large & number of libe rally
educated men—so goodly a number of emigrant sous, who have
gerved their generation in the varied fields of professional labor—
a3 Northford, and of these it is she speaks with something of tho
honest exultation of the noble Roman mother, who pointed to her
sons as they returned from the public schools, suying, Theso
are my jewels” Of these sons, thirty-one, so fur us I am in-

. formed, have been graduated at Yale College.
The legal profession has been represented by four Northford
men, as follows: Noah Linsley, Douglas Fowler, George Hoad-
ley, and Gustavus R. Elliot.

Nincteen (19) at least have borné, and for the most part hon-

ored, the diplomas of the medical schools. I give their nunes
without any atlention to their armngement in chronolugicul
order: Dr. Malachi Foote, Dr. Willinmr Toote, Dr. Salmon
Frigbie, Dr. —— Auger, Dr. Stephen Todd, Dr. Jehiol Hmul-
ley, Dr. Augustus Williams, D, Joseph Toote, Dr. Lyman Cook,
Dr. Harvey Kiliot, Dr. Willimn Baldwin, Dy, Chauncey Troote,
Dy, Jared Linsley, Dr. Benjumin 1% Harrison, Dr. D. A, Tyler,
Dr. Benjamin Fowler, Dr. Anson Foote, D Llizur Beach, and
Dr. John Linsley. ‘
And fourtecen (14) have entered the ministerinl profession.
Their numes are a8 follows: TRev. Medad Rogers, Rev. meuel
Tyler, Rev. J onathan Maltby, Rey. Mr. Rosc, Rov. L. Ives 1ond-
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]Scy, Rev. IS:I':lC Maliby, Rev. Oliver D. Cook, Rev. Eli Sinith, Rev-
Dmm‘lcl \Xlntnoy, Rev. James IL. Linsley, Rev. John Maltby, Rev
Grastus Maltby, Rev. Benjumi Tarvey

! V. jamin 8. J. Page, and Rev. Marve

O age, ¢ tev. Harvey

i3l M

, .(li!ms, t]nft_y-.seven have represented the parish in the three

e Img professions. In this connection mention should be
:{mn. of the Rev. Albert Barnes, author of « Barnes' Notes,”

v \d 8 y :
) ci, W lm,) though not born here, was of Northford parentage; his

. 1] * . ) : :

ut ier, Rulus Barnes, and mother, Anne Frisbie were nc-.’lfivcs
:;1_1(1 ll\n:-d here until their marriage, when they removed to I\'ew’
h ()]1 ]blntc. And also of the two female missionaries whose

la:l y 1;)}nlcls 3'.erc here— Mus, Epaphras Chapman, missionary
amonyg the Indians, and Mrs. Dwi i

Ol s and Mrs. Dwight Baldwin Sandwi
g g » at the Sandwich
| Rcv.lSumucI Whitney and Rev. Eli Smith, already mentioned

" " . . . . . M .
]cu;u so prominently engaged in missionary labor, the one at:
the Sandwich Islands, the other in Syria. ‘

Il!‘l.h' t pleasant statemaent to make, that so many have here
(tl]ll.l ified lh‘(-mso]vcs for such positions, and may T not hope
013“']' the recital of these names—some of them known and hon-
a((t( l:“f"”:‘.] l,ll(;]\\'(’ll‘](]—\\'l“ awaken in some youthful minds the

ternunation that they too will ] i

3 audably strive for a capaei
- and opportunity fo sery i N e
: ¢ the age on ficlds broader th: ir
bivo porioh g § broader than their na-

I his econt 1 e ¥
ol n tL]n; ccnlm}m:nl year some reference should be made assur-

¥ to tho patriolism and service of Novthford in the
. WAR PERIODSN
in the Nation’s histor
n s“l;.f;fgfxto::rs]lllnbt;ny—tvlm surrenders and sacrifices made for

3 tberty agai Franny \
ol e wuinsr);}:tomn.s!.tt)iuun.\, and the delense of a uni-
. guinst the spirit of rebelli foty”
Ing in 1777, it was voted l“ to | 11'1:1‘;;““‘". lAtlu R ot
/ s ake the oath of fidelity

Amo;luu.x States;” also, « that the law made to pr(-\'vng Lti)htho
acrant price MIroviel : ' v
&;“1" 11(" 10?3 on - provisions, clothing. &e,, shall Le duly obs r\"ul

d able N b e FERETIRRTY RN

nd atlen ed to in this pavish™  When the courier brougl
tidings (rom New Iaven, that the enemy had eutered {l “tmg y
a goodly number of i ized their 45 80 repine
g er of the citizens seis i ,

zed their weapons ; i
b e b of [ pous and repaired
, mvasion, and of these J i
se John Baldwin w;
: as

by Cth]o enemy, and left dead upon the field, ot
o “0 oucl _\\' illinm unglns, I believe a native, at least o vesident
1o parish, served during the first part of the war as colonel

- of one of the Connecticut regiments. Ilo contracted consump
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tion, as a consequence of exposure, and died before the war was
concluded. TIn 1812 also, representatives of the parish were
mustered into service, and for some time held positions upon
{he seaboard, but I believe their perils were more dreadful
in anticipation than in the reality, and that their war exploits
were not such as covered either themselves or their country
with imperishable glory!! The enemy did not appear, and in a
litile time they were dishanded and sent Jiome.

The war of the Rebellion was to the pavish a far more seri-
ong affair. In response to their country’s call for defenders of
its unity, thirty-one men came forward with the offer of their
services, and, if need be, of their lives. ]

We remember well the Sabbath when, in their uniforms, they

athered with us here by the altar of the sanetuary, receiving the
parting couusel of the pastor, and joined in the parting prayers
of the church, reccived cach one-a pocket {estament, and took
their leave, some of them mever to return, and others to enter

the sanctnary only ashorne in for funeral solemnitics, Thenames
of the enlisted were as follows: Captain James 1L Linsley, Licat.

DeCrasse Fowler, Jesse Butler, Benjamin R. Dowd, Philo Toote,

Ienry W. Scranton, Lorenzo 1. 1arrison, Sylvanus Ilarrison,

Flizur 1. Tarrison, Minor Byington, Malthy Lingley, Josinh -

Smith, Thomas Phelan, George W. Talmadge, Jacob A, Smith,
Jfenry N. Pardee, Kdwin A. Buel, Charles 1. Maltby, Tonelle
Foote, Ambrose Dayton, George 1L Barnes, Kirtland Blukeslee,
Christian Rief, Lovenzo Rief, Casper Bamberg, Martin Bamberg,
John Bartholomew, Charles . Blakeslee, Isaac Foote, J obn Lins-
Jey, and Daniel Sanford. Of this number, Malthy Linsley and
Jesse Buller were killed in haitle; Benjamin R. Dowd, Jacob A.
Smith, and Philo Foole Qied of discase contracied in cump, and
John Bartholomew died in prison.

Tt the record he prescrvod us o voll of enduring honor, and
to-day let us cast fresh flowers ng ik were upon the graves
of the dead, for they surrendered their lives ‘in our cause.  Bub
here I must reach niy

CLOSING WORDS,

MPhere are thres thoughts whioh press upon my aind us I close
this retrospect.  1irst, you have had o pest, my l.mm'urs——u Jiis-
tory mot altogether anworthy of its nobors. Will you have &
Sfutwre not unworthy of yourselves? Tor what dhat future shall
e, is a problem for you and your children 4o golve.
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Yivery generation i '
L generation is sacredly hound to sce to it that there is no

VoY | L3
t( ctlllol.l,tllon, but instead progress—progress in virtues, and all
wvorthy achiecvements, and ld wi N ‘

bhy , and thus the world will 1 innally

Settin bettor be continually

Wiftslec:]nd,.I am impressed too, as 1 review what I have recorded
. b
" L the idea, how much of unwritten, never to be written, his
: 1"v . .. . . . . g i
S\(:’l" in con]ncctlon with the generations of which I have been
aking— : g
5;],-0 mn{11 the fathers and the mothers, the sires and the grand-
]' 8, and the great-grandsires who have here rounded oui their
Tt
n]':.?r:m(-l been gathered to their rest.
e, i evere view af i i . -
tie,;c(‘,,“:dco‘”) \l:’“ of ity is a conflict requiring courage, pa-
i nergy to fuee its difticulties i wsinil
i s es rd meet its res ibili
ties, and. dou! ShaR
and, doubtless, thoge who hav L
<, thos wmve gone before yon i 3
s, s, those g yon in these
;’(1"”;, ind ;\nrthun ficlds of endeavor, struggled hard and en
« much for whatever of life vi ‘ )
ife vietory they achiev i
e Fowh [ ¥y they achieved. It is
o you fo honor their memories for all that they were, and for
. . e . "0 H y : 'l
“lmt you have attained to hetter than what they cn{uvcd for
W v 1 . ' : ’ o
li\ were the instruments of your advantage.  They * lubored,”
m‘k'\({‘l have “entered info their libors” oo
And, thir am impres i wi
y third, Tam impresed yet again with the {housht i
our futhers, nre the makers of history el o like
ur S story, e, even as they did,. ar
i e, e (] y ey wy did,.«
g;k\’mr, (*h..mu,lm and tone fo that which skell he when w T
eping i 3 o ar
“ eping in the dust, and let us ask ourselves, in some ; r
wughtiul hours, whether some, Lo us unknown. onicler wher
a hundred years fv ’ wown, chronicler, who,
b imncred yo onl now, may fake the retrospect of the cen-
> shall (ind that contury bright and aglow wi ool
names and with honorable incident;: as rel t‘citt)“ sty
God givo 1 né, clated to ourselves,
18, each one, lofl i inali
strongthe wed e s lofty aim and determination, and
0 1, 0 to act that we shall leave after us at




APPENDIX.

The following sketch of the history of Branford, previons to
its division, is from the historical papers of Rev. E. C. Baldwin:

December 21st, 1638, the New ITaven Colony made an additional
purchase of territory of the Indians, eomprising among other that of
Branford, for which they gave thirteen conts ; it was then called Totoket,
from a range of hills in the northern part of the town.  The deeds were
gigned by Montowese and Sawseunck, a chiel and his {riend ; the signature
of Montowese was t how and arrow, and that of Sawsennek o rude hatehet,
The Indians continued Lo reside bere, and were, according to the terms of
tha deed, allowed to kent, fish, and cut basket timber. '

On September 3d, 1610, the *“ General Court” at New Haven made a
grant of “Totoket ™ to Mr. Samuel Baton, upon condition of his procuring
a number of his friends from Ingland to settle there,  Mr, Eaton failed to
fultill his contrnct and remained in England. Three years Iater, in 1613,
“Totoket” was ganted to Mr. William Swain and others, of Wetherstield,
upon condition of their ngsuming tho expenses atready incurred, amounting
to ahout seventy dollars, and uniting with New Haven in the fundamental
articles of government. .

Their removal from Welhorsfield was oceasioned by divisions in the
church, which had continned for some time,  Counsel had been sought of
Rev. John Davenport, of New ITaven, and others, who advised & separs-
tion. Somo went to Stamford, and others came with My, Swain to Bran-
ford, nmong whom wore tho following, whoso descendants afterwards

settlod in Northford :

Renarp Hannisox,

TrANCis Tansuey,
Epwarp IFrissir,

Jonn LiNsury,

Their first minister was Rov, John Sherman, the great-grandfather of
Roger Bhierman, Tlo was succeeded in 1645 by Rev. Abraham Pierson,
fathor of the fivat President of Yale College, who remained until 1667 when
1 new charter was granted by King Charles the Second, uniting the enlonies
of Connecticut and New Haven and tnking the management of eivil aflairs
oul of the hands of the mombers of the chureh, which was go obnexious
to My, Dierson and o large portion of his people that they removed to
Nowurk, N. J.  Othor scttiors were then Invited in by thoese who remained,
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and among these who ‘signed the planiation covenant at this time, and '

whose deseendants afterwards settled in Northford, were :

Miciavn TAINTOR,
Ronent Foors,
Yerenr TyLer,
Jonx RocEns,
JouN LINSLEY,
Joinx Frisnng,

WinLiayM MALTDY,
TFRraNCIS LINSLEY,
LEowarp Frispig,
Troyas Harzison,
Winnrax IloaprLey,
Joux TAINTOR,

and a little Iater we find the name of Wm. Bartholomew, as a comumnittee to
£o 1o the “ Bay ™ (o procure & minister. :

TRev, John Boweis sueceeded Mr. Pierson and remained until 1(;77 after
which, for a period of ten years, the church was without a stated supply,
when, in 1637, a eall was given to Rev. Samuel Russell, which jnvitation he
nceepted, and remained until his death—a period of more than forty-three
years.

In 1685 it was “agreed to have a school, to perfeet the children in
wriling and reading.” .

In 1700 a new chureh was built, and in 1737 liberty was grnnl(d to the
people at 4 Sibbies Hill” (North Brunford) to have u minister four months
in the year.  May 12th, 1724, it was “ Voted, to bave another meeting-house
and minister, and care for them jointly,” und in June it was “ Veted, to go
ahead with the building.”
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