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North Branford Library Survey

0. AGE -() 16-20 { } 2'129 ( ) 30-39 ( ) 40-49 ( ) 50-59

( ) 60 and over

9 2. SEX ( } Female ( ) Ma 1g

3. OCCUPATIOI! ( ) Profc}ssional. technical ( ) i'anagers, proprietors.

foremen ( ) Clerical ( ) Sales v.'orkers ( ) Craftsmen

, p 4. EDUCATION 
■

{ ) Operators ( )SGrvice workers ( ) Student

( ) Housewife ( ) Retired.

( ) eigth grade ( ; ) some high school ( ) high school

( ) some college ( ) college graduate ( -^ ) post

graduate.

5. residence ( : ) North Branford (\ ) Northford.

often do you use the North Branford Library?

( ) once a week or more ( < ) 2- 3 times a month

( ) once a month ( ) 3 - 10 times a year

( ) once or twice a year ( ) almost never ( ) never.

7. How often do you use the Northford Library?

( { ) once a week or more ( *) 2 - 3 times a month 

( 5 once a month ( ) 3 10 times a year 

( ) once or twice a year ( ) almost never ( ) never.

8. How do you get to the Library ?

( ) car ( ) public transportation ( ) walk.

9. What do you use the library for? Check as many as apply in the following.

( ) to borrovj books ( ) to borrov/ records ( ) to 
ask for information ( ) to find information ( ) to 
read newspapers and magazines.



What other library do you use?

( ) Branford ( ) Wallingford (i ) East Haven

( ) Worth Haven ( ) Other  

Why do you use another library?

( ) Location ( ) Convenience ( near shopping etc,)

( ) Better selection or availability of materials ( ) Hours

( 7^ 12
( ) special programs - adult or children (underline one).

Do you feel that Worth Branford should expand the two present libraries? .

( ) yes ( ) Wo ( ) Undecided ( ) Ho opinion.

If yes ”hy?  

13. Do you feel that Worth Branford needs a centralized library?

( ) Yes ( ) Ho ( ) Undecided ( ) Ho opinion.

14. If a centralized library v/ere built, v.-here should it be located?

( ' ) Route 30. ( ) Totoket Valley Park area.

( ) Other* ............................................................

What is your major objection to a centralized library?

(( ) Cost ( ) Location ( to far to travel )

( ) Existing libraries adequate ( ) Other   

If a centralized library were built, what w'ould you like to see included?

( ) (lore recreational books ( ) Mors reference and research 

material { ) More records and films ( ) More magazines and

newspapers { ) Private reading areas ( ) Expanded children’s 

area and programs ( ) riceting facilities ( ) Better parking 

( ) Interior atmosphere or physical surroundings ( ) Other

 

If a centralized library were built would you use it?

(, ) more () less ( ) the same.
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’Jorth Branford Library Survey

The North Branford Library system at present, consists of 
two libraries, the Charles Atwater Library in North Branford and 
the Edivard Smith Library in North ford. At present there are 
34.864 volumes in the system as v/ell as 105 magazines and 
newspapers. 20,352 of these books and sixty of the magazines and 
newspapers are at Atwater and 14,512 books and 45 magazines are at 
Smith. As a result, only half of the circulation is available at 
any given time to the townspeople at one location.

The Board of Library' Directors and the Library Associates - 
Friends of the Library, are in favor of one centralized library, 
rather than expansion of existing libraries. Expansion possibilities 
are limited and would be expensive. The cost of maintaining and 
running one library would be lass than the cost of operating two 
libraries with duplication and transfer of materials and personnel. 
Thera is a fact sheet available explaining these differences. Ask 
for a copy from the librarian.

The survey attached is to determine what the people of North 
Branford want from their library system and hov/ best to meet their 
heeds.

Thank you for your cooperation^

North Branford Library Associates-

Friends of Library



WHY A CENTRAL LIBRARY? Format of presentation by­
Library Board March 21, 1977 
North Branford Hall 8 p.m.
Duration approximately i| hours 

^^20 minutes
n Status of North Branford Library System 

Background on two libraries, kind of collection, capacity 
of buildings, budget, personnel, bookmobile, ad-vantascBS 
and disadvantages in present library service.

■?tc^20 minutes
II. Future of library service in North Branford as viewed 

by Library Board

III. of Building

A.
B.

Reasons for planning to build a central library 
Fate of existing libraries and bookmobile 
Improvements anticipated in library service

20 minutes
Report ittee

A. Sites being considered as possible locations of 
central library

B. Design--style in general, capacity, number of rooms 
or description of areas "to be included, architects 
being considered or the plan chosen

C. Costs of construction and operation and effect on 
tax rate

IV. 20 minutes
Audience questions
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E^ORTH BRANFORD LIBRARY SYSTEM
ROBERT A. MARTIN • director - head librarian
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ATWATER MEMORIAL LIBRARY north branford EDWARD SMITH LIBRARY northford

post office box 258 north branford. conn. 06471 488-8353


