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OF THE ORGANIZATION

wnthem finely ronderod by a chorus choir mado up of Mrs. E. B.
Stono of North Branford and Mrs. C. M. Bergstresser of New York
city, sopranos; Miss Mary Wheadon, Mrs, 8. D. Bartiett, Miss Muy
o ) . ) IREREE .« Counfryman, altos; E. B. 8tono, . D. Ford, wnd C. W. Barker,
N AN . T . tonors; Edmund Fields, R, N. Ford, A. P. Dickinson hasses. Rev.
ORTH BR FORD, CONNECTICU T, e T ..+ .+ Charles Puge, pastor of the church in Foxon and s membor of the

North Branford church, together with the Rev. D. N. Prentice, o
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: ‘ , i - HE 176th anniversary exercises of tho Congregutional
' : » L ' ' Chureh in North Branford were held in the church edi-
r LT Th L ) fico on Wednesday, October 15, 1002.  The day was n fino
- @ 0‘1 re atlo ‘1&[ ¢§3 aerb o ;.";:"‘:‘ { © one, and o largo number of peoplo from tho town and ahrond filled
e RS ] tho huilding. Tho exercises began at about eloven o'clock, a. m.
. , ) Lo o l with a voluntary by tho organist, Mrs. A. U. Plntt followed by an

—— IN ~——
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: T s * former pastor of the church conducted tho introductory services.
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 15, 1902, N — The Rev. Dr. Devitt, pastor of tho mother church in Branford,
i - A - . hrought its greotings, while Rov. E. J. Bench, pustor of tho daugh-
"+ ter church in Northford convayed its good wishes in fitting words.
. The historical sermon was preached by the pastor, Rov. F.
Countryman. Interspersed in the morning program wero anthoms
sung by tho choir. A hymn composod by a native of North Bran-
- ford, Rov. Roger Huarrison, and much uscd in snered seorvices of
. bygono days was sung to a tuno of his own composition. At noon
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“ . )
Historical Sermon, Addresses and Letters.

. ‘7 - ’ » . ) - a rccesy was takon, and all present sat down to a bountiful dinner’
— /’~‘:\ -, S o preparod by the ladies. In tho afternoon letters wero read from
1726 L E 1902 - - 5 A e e R
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10:30
10:35
1145
-11:00
11:05
11:20
11:30
12:A5
12:30

2:06

2:45 to 4:30  Short addresses by Rev, D, N. Prentice, Rev. S. F. Blom- C

~ -

FIRST MEETING HOUSE, -

PROGRAM

p A. M.

Music,
Reading Sc'rlbture and Prayer,
Address,
Music,
Address,
Musie,
Hisiorlcal Sermon,
Music,
Recess.
' Dinner,

P. M,

Music,

" Rev. T.'S. Devitt

Rev. E, J, Beach

'

Rev, F. Countryman E

field, Rev. Fosdick Harrison, Rev. W, R, Mulford and others,
with reading of letters from D, F, Atwater, M, D., Rev, B, L. .

Clark, and others.
Recess.

7:30  Soclal hour with music and short addresses. '
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REV. 7. COUNTRYMAN
Pastor Congregational Chuvcts .
Nortilys Branford
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D. F. Atwator, M. D., of Springfleld, Mass., son of o former pn.‘ifor
of this chareh, and from Rov. E. L. Clurk, pastorin tho yeurs 1867
—1877. ' '
Addresses were made by Itov. Fosdick Inrrison, pustor of a
church in Palmer, Mass., and o descondant of tho Rov, Fosdick
Hurrison o, nativo of this plice; by Rov. W. R. Mulford, rector of
& church in Funwood, N. J., and descondant of Deacon Barnabas
Mulford, one of the early deacons of tho church; by Rov. D. N.
Prentice, a formor pastor; hy Rev. 8. F. Blomfield, pastor of the -
church in Stony Creek; by Mus. Weaver, daughtor of the lute .
M. Atwater, Bs<q., of Brightwood, Muss., and granddsughter of a
former pnstor; by Mrs. W. Irving Vinals of Wushington, D. C.,
danghter of the late Rov. George 1. Wooad, pnstor here from 1844
to 1850 and again from 1855 to 1859; by John 8. Buldwin, Bsq., of
Woreester, Mass., ron of the Into Rov. Jolhn D. Baldwin, pastor of
thig clureh from 1838 o 1844; Attornoy C. A. Hurrison of Walling-
ford, Conn., a native of this pluco——uand others.
In the evening short addresses were made by the Rev. 8. I
Blomfield, and the Rev. W. R. Mulford. . .
Thuy closed an evontful colobration in the annals of North |
Branford church history. :
Tho chureh wus finoly decorated for the occasion, and on
either side of the pulpit wore the figures 1727-1902. O. A. Hurri-
son, Esq., kindly opened his summor home, the lower rooms of .
which were fillod with relics of the olden times _ . '
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| HISTORICAL, SERMON

By Rev. F. Countryman, Pastor

v
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Psnlm 14, 3:5 “I. remember the days of old; I meditato on all
thy works.”

duntes back into tho eightecnth century, and to trace tho Divino

gT is nn interosting task to study tho origin of a church which

working in tho church’s establishment and con t1 nued history.
Verily wo may romember the days of old, and m(.‘dltuto upon t-'h'o
works of God in connection with tho history of 1Iis churelh. Itis
a pleasant task to reconstruct the pust, to summon up out of t-h‘o
long ago tho deeds and achiovements of t-hnso.who dwelt in this
old town, and to clothe again with flesh as it were 'ﬂmso who
helped organizo and support thig ancient church of Chnst:..

What typo of peoplo wero represented by thoso who lived then
in this villugo? Thoy wore pious people given to worship. They
woro. thrifty proplo with comfortable homos.
certain their houses wero substantinlly built. They grow to the

- soil and did not feel the impulse so common in these Intter duys

to wandor away from home and change their abode and location.
Thoy woro a thinking peoplo and ovidently belioved in high think-
ing and pluin living.

It was tho ago whon great theologicnl truths were preached in
tho pulpit und discussed wmong tho people.  They nd fow books
but what thoy had wore rond and studied. They camo to have
sohools and schoolhouses in time but the curriculum or courso of
study viowod in tho light of todwy was narrow. They, howaever,
mado thoe bost possible use of tho opportunitics they hind. Tho so-
~clal life of the time in whioh thoy lived was rioh, full und strong,

.
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and yet filled with class distinctions, The clergy and tho leading
men of the community were scparated from tho other clusses.
And so there grow up in overy community o class of people who
were faught to reverenco their clders and thoso in authority, aud a
bardy intelligent, independent, and thinking community grow
in strength and eharacter.  Men were dozmatic and somewhat in-
tolerant but they thought deecply, and coull give o renson for the

_faith thab was in them. Lot us betalo ourselves hack to those . B

eurly days und sco once agnin what sort of u peoplo it was that de-
termined in duo course of time to huve lbere church privileges,
build a meeting house and engagoe o minister. Godly people, they

wanted to establish a center of religions worship like tho Tsraol- -

ites of old whore they could wait upon God and pour oub their

" hearts to Him. From tho time when the place was first settled in

16R0, the community increnszed in numbers antil the thought grow
in their minds that the peoplo ought to have a parish of their own

independent of Branford whither ovor an old well beaton puth the .~ -

Northern farmers, ns thoy were called, took their way with thoeir
wives to the old mother church.  From about 1701 mcobings wero

held here with oceasionel prenching, in school-houses or privato - -
dwellings, It was a diffienlt and unplonsunt Journcy to Branford .

through the forests and swamps and exposed to tho attacks of hos-
tile Indians.  Tho feeling grow greafor until in 1717 an attempt
wus mude by petition to the General Assombly to havo purigh lines

definilely estublished for the peoph in tho North purt of tho town,

This petition appears to havo heen mado in Moy 1717. A com-

mit{oe was appointed by tho Genernl Asgsembly to tako the mattor -

into consideration and seo whother the Northern furmers could
muintain and support & ministry. In Octobor of iho fumo yoar
this eominitico reported that the furmers wero too small in num-

bers for this purposo, and yet that “it was troublesomo to go to

Brenford to worship, 8o permission was given them to main.

tain & ministry at their own churgo “for four months in tho yoar,

for the spaco of threo yeurs noxt coming”. Thoy wero to pay to
Branford only onc third part us much us Branford peoplo, and at
. thoend of three yeurs were to mako further application. Cor--

- tain bounds were made for the North Parish at that timo although . |,

these wero changed. Such namos as “Roso’s Meadow,"” “Rattle-
snuke Rocks,” “‘Sawmill,” “Long Hill" and “Codar Swamp" oo.

o
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cur as marking and limiting thoso bounds.  Whero all these places
wern lIocated I am not able to stato. Tho people not being alto-
gother sntisfied theso hounds wero aftorwards somowhat changed.
The North farmers began to have tho services of o minister for a
much longor timo during each year, until in the autumn of 1722, o
Parsonoge lot was purchasd, and October 8th, 200 ncres were
givon by the Proprictors for parsonago lands near Great Hill. In
1724 Muy 12th, it was votod by tho town fo build & meeting house
in tho North Farms as tho population of that part of the town had
incrensed. This building was to ho 45 by 36 feet. Inter in 1725
thoro appears to havoe heen some trouble hotween the North farm-

ors and those in the South purt of the town as to the building of
. tho now house. A committeo was finally appointed by the Gen- -
" eral Assembly to ndjust matiers if possible, and in Octoher 1725

this body ordered that Branford help puy for tho new moeting

- houso voted in town meoting for the North farmers in 1724, So

tho parish in the North part of the town swas separnted from tho
South, and collectors wero appointod in onch section to collect the
tax for tho support of cuch ministor and tho peoplo on tho South
sido of the hounds ostablished wero to pay their tax for the sup-
port of tho old and thoso on the North sido to the support of the
now ministor. Boforo this time hoth ministors wero supported by
tho whola town. Tho huilding of & now church at tho outset does
not seem to havo heon brought about without somo strong opposi-
tion. A strong protest was mado aguinst it.

Tho question of bhuilding n meoting honsoe having heen settled
ub lnst, threo distinet sites wero proposed but finally it wus detor-
minod to locaty it on the knoll on tho west sido of {he river at o
plece near Sunuel Harrison's. Tho spot was a fow foot south of

. tho presont meoling houso.  Tho edifice wus not finished until
© 1732, An intoresting statomont rogurding tho building of tho new

church i3 that Rov. Sumuel Russell of the old church wenb up from
Branford and offered prayor at tho erection of tho frame of the now
odifloo. Anuceidont ocenrred at thattime which might havo heon

midst of tho pooplo. Fortunatoly no ono was struck or injured by

the falling timbor. God thus scoms to hnvo watched ovor {ho church
_ from its vory beginning, 'The poople now in 1726 had u churoh
. building in an unfinished condition, but a ohurch in which to

v

- vory sorious. A howvy upright beam foll from its position into the *




meet and a ministor to pronch to them, and somo sort of an or-

gavization. It does not appear what was tho particular relution
of tho minister to the church, or what was exactly the stutus of
the orgunization. Probably there were different clergyman
preaching to tho people from time to time, until just before Mr.
Merrick’s timo some minister supplied them continuwously. It is
somewhat douhtful so far as Iam able to nscertuin whether the
church was orgunized earlier than 1727. Tho first definito state-
ment wo hnvo is tho statoment in the Coloninl records of tho Gon-
ernl Assembly (1726—1735) which reads: upon tho petition of the
inhabitants of the North socicty in Branford this Assembly grants
them liberty to imbody themselves into church estate, and to call

and gebtle un orthodox ministor among thom with tho approbhution

of tho neighhoring ehurehes,
Wohavonow a deflnito und fixed duate from which to reckon the

legnl organization of & church and ceclesinstiend socioty in this pluce,
Wo thus look back over - -
our church history one hundred and sovonty-fivo years, and oven - .

for this net was passed in Qclober 1727,

more when wo think of the work put forth by tho God-feuring men
and womon of old to establish and seb up and maintain tho worship of

Gol in these borders.  People of good old Now Lugland atock fol-

Jowed out the religioud instinets of their nutures and fonnded
this chwreh whoso annivorsary wo celobrato tadiy. A1l honor 1o
their momory! What was the kind of building flrst evocted in (his
parish ns o mecting houso? It way plain and unpretentions hoth
within and without.
gides with cireulur stops made of stone leading up to tho throsh-
hold, Tho windows wero many and the punes of glass dinmond

shaped.  T6 possessod littlo avchiteeturnd heauty to captivato the . - ‘

public eye. It stond firm and solid, a fitting type of tho Puritnn
- churacter.  Within, the floor was a stop below tho sills. Tho gul-
leries wero liigh and shut in, Thoy oxtonded uround threo sidos

of tho church. Tho pulpit was also liko most of tho pulpifs of the .

. flay, high and lofty. The ministor was thus porchod anbovo his
congregation and soparated from thom. A sounding bonrd, o
* roof-shaped structuro hung above tho pulpit and in Intor yours wo
aro told it bocumeo tho abodo of buts who wero novor molostod ho-
cause of tho difficulty of clouning tho accumulnted filth and dust

1t had doors on tho Bast, Woest and South

of tho years. Oocasionally u bat would got loose and become a "
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- in_this place as its first minister,

L. Ford, Iq.
.. Merrick conducted in connection with the work of tho ministry.
“ . Mr. Morrick's netivo ministry onded in 1709 in consequenco of o
- puralysig which proventod tho oxorciso of ministerinl dudies,  1fis

causo of discomfort to the congregation. Imagino the sensation

of alurm occusioned by this event especinlly to tho lndics. The

pows woro box liko affaira.  Those occupied by the descons wero
ncar tho pulpit. In the ecavliest days men and women did not sib.
together although this custom wns afterwards aliered ns is evie
denced by the statement of o voto on the eharch records.  Tho
ministor in fheso olden times was & man of authority, power and
influenco. In muny cuses his word was lnw, and he walked among
his peoplo ns verily o man of consequence.  His office was highly
roverenced and’ tho utmost respeet accorded him.  The enrly ree-
ords of tho church up to 1769 are lostand so wo are somewhat un-
certain as to the dato of Mr, Merrick's ordination over the church
Possibly ho was orduined in
1726, but wo huvo no proof of thut fact so fur as I know.
ovidently preaching to the peoplo hero in 1727, Tho dato of his
death on his tombstono is 1772 and in the inseription are the words,

the forty-third year of his ministry. The nuturnl inference froin
this statement would e that forty-three years covered his mings-
terial lifc from tho time he was ordained till the time of his death.
This would indicuto his ordination in tho your 1720 or 1730, Iow-
over, this may bo after the dosultory preaching of the yeurs pre-
vions to 1727 tho Rov, Jonuthnn Merrick was thoe fivst repzulne min-
ater.  Ilo enmo fo tho chureh in the vigor of young manhood, and
romained among this peoplo il his death in 1772, June 27, Tk
wus By only eharge, My, Merrick was horn in Springficld, Maas,
Awgenst 13, 1700, o gradunted from Yalo Collego in 1725, and
soon after hnving studied theology enmo to this pluco, e lived

" in a houso framed af the exponso of the town at tho {ime a frame
~ was mado for tho old church. Tho house was erected soun after,

It stood on the site of the houso now owned and occupied by ;
A lurgoe farm was connected therowith which Mr.

Iust public not was to presido as moderntor ut & church meeting
held Fobruary 23, 1769, to appoint a ‘day for tho ordination of the
Rov. Bnnuel Eols his succossor. His signature appears for the
last timo in tho handwriting of an old and enfeobled man on the

A ohuljch reoords #is the moderator of that moeting. Ho divd June .

o was




27, 1772, aged 72 yenrs and was Iuid to rost among tho peoplo he
had so long served, in tho old cemelory which in the year 1727
had been Inid out abount the old church nccording to tho custom of
those days. Forty-throo years ho lived in this placo and his nume
romaing unto this day. Ho was said to ho a man of fing Presonco
und of largo stature.  From his word there scomed 4o bo no dispo-
sition to appeal.  An anccdote is relnted of him which illustrates
this. A Timothy Stono who aftcrwards beeame o ministor taught
school in this placo.  One of tho pupils became refractory and was
thereupon vigorously dealt with by tho teacher. Tho futher of
tho boy was indignant and removed him at ouce from tho school.
When this was communicated to Mr. Merrick ho summoneed the
angry parent into his presonco. The futher immedintely ohoyod
the summons as he dared not do oftherwise, when tho minister
ig snid to huvo addressed him in the following words: *You teach
- robellion in achiool, It shall not boso. I will have you know
that I will put my foot on your neck. This robellious spirit shall
nct be tolerated.” Tho rebuko had the desired effect and tho
father micekly bowed to the minister’s will. This ancedote not

only shows Mr. Merrick’s position in the community but as well -

tho general roverence in which tho clergy woro held.

What a differonce botweon the eighteonth century in Now

England in this respeet and todey. Mr. Merrick was a Fellow of
Yulo College from June 1763 to Septombaer 1769. In tho theolugi-
cal divisions of the time ho wns identified with the 0Old Light"
purty. Evidontly ho wus & consvrvative. Iloleft an esints valued
at 3,365 pounds showing that ho must buve been o man of thrift
and successful in thoe business of farming. o murried Murch 28,

1731-2 Jernsha Minor of Btonington, Conn., who survived him with

sovernl chillron.  Bho diod July 23, 1777, in her 73d yonr, A de-
gcendnnt of Mr. Morrick in the soventh genorution lives among ns,

During the ministry of Mr. Merrick the people who resided in .

what i3 now Northford and who had boen nttending church and

burying their dond hero, in 1745 woroe sob off by the Goneral As- -

sembly s a distinet socioty.

Tho flrst dencon of this ohurch wns Bonjumin Barnes, o man
of pioty and poverty as wo ave told. Iowas ono of the originul in-~ -

habitunts of tho pluce. He dicd in 1740, Another doacon wus

Daniel Pugo, who lived near the summit of Sibbie’s Hill, a loca~ .
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tion not far from tho presont Centor of Novth Branford. o was
ono of tho original settlers coming here from Branford, and the
ancestor of the prominent and influentinl fiumily of thnt numo the
mombers of which have filled from gencration to generation down

to tho present, important offices by tho voto of their townsmen. -

Daniel Pago died in 1766, Later Ithicl Russcll and Burnabas Mul-
ford woero deacons.  Dencon Mulford was a member of Colonial As-
gombly in 1762, Ho was married by Mr. Merrick {o ITannah,
deughter of Fdward Petby, in 1740. Their torms of servico ex-
tended from Mr. Marrick’s poriod of ministry to that of Mr. Ecl's.

Dencon Russell's descendants hiave beon helpful and prominent in |

tho church ministoring to its necds. 1o died March 25, 1772,
Other dencons were Isracl Baldwin gomo tino before 1744, Ebenezer
Rusyellin 1772, Aaron Baldwin1?78.  Another Isracl Baldwin 1798,
David Russell in 1808. Tho modo of worship was ovidently some-
what different from that of todny. Thero was appointed an individ-

unl whoso duty it was to read and tuno tho Psalm. Jonnthan .
. Butler, Jr., wuas first appointed to that offico in 1732, and luter

_Abiol Linsley and Abrubam Whedon were chosen to that office.
. Thero were no musicul instruments to help the people in their
sorvico of praise and ono enn imagine how solemn and serious and
how baro of all that brightons the worship of today were the services
of that ancient Himo,  Tho themes of the ministor's sermons were
ovidently profoundly thoological and Calvinistic in thought. ‘But
tho people listened with interest to solemn and weighty preaching,
sitting together in cold us in warm weathor to hewr sermons
whoso longth would not bo tolerated by an nudionco of this mod-
ern duy.  Wo wondor sometimes how peoplo or ministor kept
warm in cold woathor during these long Sabbuth services,  Per-
haps thoy listened so attentively to tho preacher as to ignore the
chilly ntinosphero of the houso und when at noon thoy repaired to
tho Subbath duy houses near tho chuveh thoy absorbed heat cnough
porhaps from tho wood firo nonr which thoy st and ato their
Tunch, to lnat them during the afternoon. Thoy must hinve been
hardy mon and womon who woroe trained to enduranco und did not
easily yiold to the difleultios nnd burdons of their lot,
It would bo intorosting if wo know the namos of thoso who
first bolongoed to tho church und tholr number but the record was

- lost und we are unable to find them., Up tg the your 1769 Mr,
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.
Merrick its we havo mentioned had been ablo o take caro of his
chureh with occasional help from other ministers, but in that
Year a efroko of pwralysis incapacitated him for netivo sorvico
longer.  His long and useful servieo was at an end and it heenmoe
necessary to look ahout for a suceessor, . That man was found in the
Rev. Samuel Eels, the son of the Rov, Bdward Eels of Middlctown.
He was born in that place January 13, 1745 and gruduated from Yale
Collego in 1765. He was ordnined here March 29, 1768, Tho sth

of March according to s custom then prevalent had been observed -

as o day of fusting and prayer, in referonco to the ordination. Two
sormons were preached on that dey, ono by the Rev. Philemon
Robbins of Branford, and the other by the Rev. Warham Willinms

of Northford. On the duy of ordination Mr. Eels, tho father of .
the new pastor preached the sermon.  Mr. Bels hud n settlement

at tho timo of his ordination of 200 pounds beside mutovinls for
building a house and harn. This houso is atill standing and is
occupicd by Mr. and Mrs, Albert U. Platt's family, Mr. Eols on-
tered upon his ministry under favorablo wuspices.  Ho found a
church of seventy-snven membors whoso names are given on the
church records. Mr. Ecelswas a man of much ahility, kindly and
geninl wmong his people and weleomed by them in their homes.
Ie practiced to some extent as a physician,

mon sense, aman who loved a joko and whoso sympathices were
eusily moved toward the peoploof his purish,  He was, too, o man
cof patriotic spirit. Whon news cumo in tho enrly part of 1777,
during the Revolutionary War that moro troops wero wanted
“from Connecticut to assist Washington near New York ho was ono
of the most active in forming a company. Thoe news came on Sun-

day. He gave ouf the intelligenco from the pulpit, and ealled on

1] who were willing to answer tho eall for moro mon, to form on’

the Green before tho meeting-house immedintcly aftor sorvico.
Thero waus a ready response. At tho conclusion of tho sorvice a
company of 60 men was organized and Rev. Saumuol Eeols was
chosen eaptain, It does not nppeur Ehat their sorvices wero needed
but the prompt response of thewso patriots to the appeal mude is

worthnoting. Mr, Eols way s ministor but ho was alsow man and a ..

patriot. During Mr, Eols ministry the church adopted the *‘Half-
way Covenant” as.it was called. Mr. Ecls does not appear to huve

12

One would judge .
from the aneedotes related of him thut ho was o man of good eom-

.
LT

' _supplying their pulpits {n thofr absonco,

heen fully in sympathy with this covenant. This Ialf-way Cov-
enant to quote tho words of tho Rov, Georpge T Wood in his exeel-
lent Historieal Discourso was “n regulation by whieh individuuls
in the congregation who had arrived ab adult years without the
seal of haptism woro to ho haptized upon their professings the nith

. of the Gospol and being free from public seandnl, without coming
+ to full communion with tho church; that is without participating

in the ordinancoe of the Lord's SBupper; and by which they were
permitted to have baptism ndministered to their ehildren™. Other
churches than this adopted the sumo covenant but it soon fell into

disuso.  In 1770 Ithiel Russell and Willinm Wheadon  were ap-
- pointed chorvisters,  Five years lator we bave notico of o singing

master and a singing school. Later in 1784 there was a body of
gingers in existenco who wero seatod by vote in the front sents of

" tho gallery. - In 1702 thero wus a musical socioty in this pluce and
& swin of monoy was appropriated from the treasury of the society .-

to procwro books for that socicty. In 1799 the singors were to re-
ceive 10 pounds a yenr “in caso thoy sing.” It was nob till 1829

_ that the church had an organ o far as Iam able to nscortnin,

Wo thus sco how tho musical portion of the church service ad.

vanced from tho leading of tho congregation by one appointed to*
the oflico to n body of singers occupying tho gallery and directed

by suitublo ohoristora, It iy worthy of noto that in My, Fels' timo

t commilteo wiy appointed to dignify tho pews, that is to detoer-

mino the rank and dignily of tho Pows, s0 that class distinetion
might ho properly obsorved and tho dignitaries of the plnco ro-
ceivo their propor sittings,  Mr. Fols ministered hero for 39 yenrs
and died April 3, 1808 aged 63 yours, o was buried near his 1;11.‘(1()-
cessorin oflico.  The number roceivedinto tho ehurel during his
ministry was 104, In addition to his worlk here, Mr, Eols ]n'ol;ﬂ)]y
servod for a littlo timo as o missionary in what was then talled the
wost, and went to tho stalo of Now York. Ho was appointed to this
scervice by tho Genernl Association of Connecticut in 1793, Theso
appointments woro mado to somo oxtent from ministers who wero
serving our churchos, Thoso men thus appointed wero alowed
flve dollars o woelk for thoeir servicos and four dollurs o weel for
Mr. Eels loft tho church
in good condition for his Buccessor, the Rov. Charlos Atwuter, He
was born in New Huven August 18, 1780, the son of & merchant,
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Joreminh T. Atwater. Ho graduated from Ynale Collego in 1805,
studied theology under the first President Dwight and was or-
dnined here March 1st, 1809. The day sob apart for fasting and
praycer was February 22, 1809. Rov. Aaron Dutton of Guilford
and Rov. T. P. GQillett were to preach the sormons. Rov. Mr.
Atwater was to reecive $450 por annum.  Rev. Samuel Mowin of
New Haven preached the ordination sermon. 'While here Mr. At-
water Yived in tho house now used a8 & parsonage, and this house

was built by him in 1809, Mr. Atwater was a man of command- .

ing figure, portly and ercct. IHis voice was loud and clear. One
lady now decensed, who in hor luter years was speaking of him,

snidl his voice was like tho sound of o trampet. Howas a successful

preacher and minister.  In tho year 1821 thero was an oxtensive ro-
ligious awakening,  Forty-fivo wero added to the chureh.  Ninety-
. gix were reeeived into tho church during the 16 years of his ministry..
Ho dicd February 21, 1825, at tho carly ago of 39, o wus much
holoved by his people. Tho funcral took place from tho church
. on February 23. A largo concourse of people guthered together.
Neighboring pastors were presont to take part in tho solomn sor-
vices. The sermon wag preached by Mr. Gillett of Branford from
Matthow 24:44. Ho was buried near his predecessors in office.
Thus these fiest threo pastors sleop side by sido in this place.
They held their officinl position during their )ifo time, living and
working and dying amid their peoplo. Thoy aro tho only onos
of nll tho pastors whose remaing wore Inid away nenr the old
chureh they gerved so long and faithfully. A tablot has been
plueed in {he ehurch to tho memory of Rev, Churles Atwater by
his son, tho late Georgo M. Atwater, Bsq., of Brighlwood, Moss.
Mrs. Atwater, the widow of Rev. Charles Atwater, and & woman
of most attractive Christinn character, married Mr. Abijah Fisher
" of Now York city in 1827 and died October 13, 1879, in. tho ?Gth
yeur of her age. Two sons of Rov. Mr. Atwater ave still living,
Dr. D. F. Atwater of Springfleld, Mass,, and Jumes 0. Atwater,
¥aq., of New York city. Of tho rovival in 1821 wo have vory in-
teresting accounts in the diury of tho lnto Den. T, R, Palinor ox-
tructs from which hnve been given mo, Ho suys under tho duto

 March 23-—"*Whoever saw in this placo such an attontion puid to

rolizion! Such numbers flocking to the church of Christ.” Apri]

.

8, 1821—He says—"Religion has produoegl jta glorious effect in :‘1

'
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. some degroe—About fifty have apparontly becomo the subjects of
~ graco. April 22—Jo says—Religion seems to bo the predominant

actuating principle of many and prayer meetings are held. The

* last evening thero were threo held in different parts of the socicty,

notwithstanding tho weather being bad, May 11—ITe says—The
alteration in the society ig great and such an oo as all tho twonty
years of my lifo nover witnersed and indeed such & one as nevor
beforo took placo'. This condition confinued until the autumn
when twonty young people wero united with the church making
forty-five in all. Tho church at this timo ho says consisted of ono
hundred-fiftcen members, Igivo also tho following inferesting
oxtracis from the dinry—Under the dato Septomber 3 1821 he
soys—"this ovening heing sot apaurt for prayer I attend. Tho
wind alveandy Bowing strong. The wind, howover, inereased till
about half-past eight whon such o violent gust came it scemed as
if all would go with it. The windows of tho mecting houso many
of tliem woro blown out, tho door burst open, tho lights wero im-
medintoly put out and so awful and torrifying & moment I never
oxperionced.  We, howaver, sccured the door and thought it our
duty to repair to our dwellings. The wind continued {ill about

twelvo with incronsing rapidity. Whab carried the greater terror

and nlarm was nlight in tho wost. It, howovor, proved to ho
Dencon Russell’s barn with its contents on five.  The'wind grud-
unlly died away but not without lewving the mavks of o destruc-
tivo hurricano. Tho oldest person nover experienced so destrue-
tivo o storm of wind." This is un nceount of thoe fumons Septem-
ber golo of 1821, I givo it not only for its connection with the re-
vival yoar in this placo, bubt also beeanso it is an interesting de-
soription of & romarkablo ovent. In tho yoar 1822, March 1, Dea-
cons Russell and Baldwin resigned and on August 25, of that yoar,
Duniel Wheadon und Sydney Alden wero inducted in to the oflice
of Dencon.  Novomber {, 1822, communion cups wero purchased.
Mr. Atwator's ministry was a fruitful one, and tho church was
built up and strongthoned,

Now camo o timo whoen differont ministors Jvero heard but no

~.regular pastor ongaged. Tho people hourd spvoral with satisfuc.

tion but wero unable to scouro their sorvices.! In 1826 the num-

bor of people in North Branford villigo was 625 constituting * .

about 100 families, This is an intorosting faot, But thoro was

16




no ono to minister continonsly in the pastoral office to theso peo-
ple, and this stato of things lasted until the year 1828, Juno 9 of
thnt yenr Judson A. Root was culled to settle with them in the
Gospel ministry (us the phrase was) on o salary of $400 annually.
At firat ho would not accept the call but nfter o second call and an
intorview with the comumitteo of thoe church he consentled to come -
and October 15, 1828, ho was ordnined pastor of tho church. TFor
a littlo over three years the pulpit had been supplied from Sabbath
to Sabbath and now onco again they had tho services of a regulnr
pustor. The Rov. Mr. Merwin of New Haven preached tho ordi-
nation sormon from Ephesiang 4:11-12. Tho ordination sorvices
wero very intoresting. At flrst Mr. Root ocenpicd the house now
owned by Deucon 8. D. Burtlett buck of the ehureh, but soon built
the house now owned by Elizur Footo, Esq., whoro ho resided dur-
ing his stay here, Mr. Root prenched at his coming in tho old
" chureh but it had becomo unfltted much longer for use. It had -
been repoived from timo to time, but it seemed now as if a new -
gtructuro was necded. Tloough tho influonco of Mr. Root the
mattor was agitnted. At a Socioty meceting held Fobruary 8, 1830,
%2,000 wero subseribed toward o new meeting houso.

committeo reported $2,205 subseribed and it was voted to build a
now house and to commence its crection upon tho subseription of
$2,600. Tho new hiouse was to bo fifty feet Jong, thirty-six feet
wide and twenty-two feet high with steeple. It was to bo located
ub or near the placo where tho old house stood, ‘There was very
little opposition to the building of a. now church and on March 7, -
1830, the peoplo begun cutting timbor and making proparations to
huild. Then May 25, 1830, tho east part of the old meacting hounso ~
wag turned into a joiner's shop tho scats hoing tuken up. Moy
26 tho digging commenced for a bascinent and the statemont is
mudo that no spirits wero brought on to the grounds.  August L1,
1830, (Wednesday) {ho people commoeneed ab eight o'cloclk to raiso
the meoting house (uccording to dinry of Dencon T. R, Pulmer) .
after singing and prayer by Mr. Roof.  Services on the foundation
. commenced with the tuno “Italian Iymn." Prayor was offered
and “OKl Hundred” sung. On tho 12th and 13 of Augustthe work
of raising tho frame was continuod. It wus finishod on tho 14th.
aftor four and one-half days successivq Inbor., The poople.then
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The amount - |
needed was $3,600. Fobruary 24, 1830, at a Socioby mecting a - -
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TH

. “Dismission’ was sung.

sung “Ohl give thanks™ Mr. Root offered prayer, and the tuno
“During theso duys of danger™ (1
quoto from Douron Palmer's dinry) “no accident has bappened.
The business has gone on regulnr and without noise and tumult.
No ardent spirits brought on or furnished on tho oceasion.  Much
harmony and good feeling exists at tho present time.” Tho ac-
count of tho raising of thoe framo is extremely interesting ns show-
ing how this work had its roligious side and was regarded as in
somo sort u religious work. Tho people built tho houso for the
Lord. Novembor 6, 1830, six months after tho carpenters hegun
raising tho frame tho new houso was enclosed. Mr, Volney Pierco
was tho contractor. December 18 of the sumo year it was plas-

©otored. Junuary 12, 1831, un organ was pliced in tliv chureh pur-
chased by o compuny of ten individuwls at o cost of $120 with tho -

cxpeetation thut the Society would then tako it.  Mr. Russell
Clark was tho organist. February 27, 1831, tho people meet in
tho old church for tho last time. Februwry 28 tho old building
wag pulled down. Tho timbors were found to ho very rotten,
When the rubbish was cleaned awny a stump wvas found almost
perfect aftor romaining undor the floor for upwards of u century.
The matorial of tho old buikling was sold for wbout $82, March 13,
1831, tho pooplo met in tho now basement for the first time and on
April 28, 1831, tho now moeting house was dedicated.  The ser-
mon was preached by Professor Fiteh of Yale College. Tho day
wag quito stormy and very fow wero present. The propla were

now provided with o now meeting house and necessary uppoint.’

ments,  Intoresting roligious servicos were held for four duys be-
ginning May 18, 1831. Tho mectings wero woll attended. Tho
poople gathered togothor at five o'clock in the morning to Legin
the dny's sovvico with o prayer meeting.,  Moeotings wore held lnter

16 10:30 o'clock, also in tho aftornoon und in thd ovening., Thero -

wus much religious intorest manifest and the peoplo crowded tho

. olmreh., , : ,
Mr. Root continucd with tho pooplo ubout six yenrs and was

dismiszed ab his own request fn 1814 probably on Octolor 16,
Fifty-eight wore recoivod into tho church’'during his pastorato,

Tho your 1831 way marked by tho formation of thoe town of o

North Branford which togother with Northford_ was gob off from
Branford a8 a town, This fuot is worth recording,
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The church, after Mr. Root's disinission, found his sucéessor
in tho Rev. Henry B. Camp who was ordnined July 80, 1835, He
graduated at Yalo in 1831, Ilis stay was short.  Ho was threat
encd with consumption and felt himsolf obliged to retiro from the

active wotk of the ministry. Accordingly ho was dismissod Octo.
ber 9, 1836, nfter a pastorate of o liltle over ona year. Ho took up

the worlk of teaching in Hurtford and died there February 16, 1880,
aged seventy. After his dismission different preachers wero

heard. Calls were given to o Rev. William Bushnell and lnter to

Rev. Rollin Stone but both declined tho calls made to them., It
- was not until January 17, 1838 that tho Rov. John D. Baldwin was
installed as pastor of the church. He wasa man of ability and

did eflicient s#ervicd for the church. He etudicd theology at Yalo

and came hero from North Woodstock, Connecticut, whore he was
orduined to the ministry.  Up to this timo the ministers had lived

in houses ownerd by themselves but now it was proposed to pur- -

chase 0 convenient houso and Iot for the use of the pustor, The
- proposul was to raizo the sum of $1,200 by subscription by divid-
ing snid sum into forty-cight shares of 26 cach to he expended by
sid subseribers or by their committeo for the alove purpose and
when so expended to be used for the above specified objeck” AN
transfers of stock were to bo determined by o majority of two-
1hirds of the stockholders present nt a legndly warned mooting each
shuro being ontitled to ono vote, tho property being held ag *‘ten-
ants in eommon.” It was understood that the present pastor, Rov,
John D. Baldwin, should have a right to purchase said property
‘in part or wholo ut first cost or on such other torms ag he and snid
subseribors should agreo. It does not appear that Mr. Baldwin
ever bought the place although his namo is on the list of subscrib-
ers, Ho took two shares. March 30, 1838, tho Parsonago prop-
erty consisting of two acres of Innd and the buildings thercon was
deeded to Snmuel F. Russell, Albert Harrison, and Luther Chid-
sey, committeo of tho Parsonngo Associution by o usper Monroo
and Betsy Munroe, The saino property was deeded by tho Parson-
ngo Arsociution to tho flrst Congregational Bocioty of North Bran-
ford, June 16, 1846. Thus in thut year the minister hud n conven-
. ient house in which to live and tho edifice then purchused and now
oceupicd a8 & Parsonuge hus been the lome of the pastors of this
. cburoh ever since; Mr, Baldwin remained here six yours and was
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dismissed at his own request July 3, 1844, Hosubsequently sorved

o chwreb in North Killingly (ns the pluco was then called, now

Eust Putnum.) o afterwards embarked in nowspapor-work und
uttimatoly becume Editor of the “Worcester Spy.” 1o was nlso
Membor of Congress from Mussnchusebts from 1863-69.  IIe died b
his homo in Worcoster, Mass., July 8, 1843, aged seventy-threo
yours, His widow iy slill living, and two sons. Mr. Buldwin was
ulso an author. Amonyg his books ure n History of Ancient Amer-
ien and u book of pooms. It was in tho yenr 1838 during Mr. Bald-
win's pustorato that Thomus Plunt was chosen deacon in placo of

- Dencon Duavid Russoll who rosigned.

Tho church was not long swithout n minister alter Mr Bald-

- ~winleft them.  Tho Rov. Georgo 1. Wood camo hero as pulpit sup-
“ply Decembor 1844, He was o graduato of Yalo College in tho
- your 1833, Ho way o relation of tho third pastor of the church

Rov. Charlos Atwator. Ho was pustor of soveral chwehes heforn
ho came bere and of sovernl othoers after his dismission. o was
the uuthor of the admirnble historical discoursoe regarding tho
church hore from which meny of the facts of this scrmon are
taken. Ho died in Wuashington, D. C., at the homo of his daugh-

. tory Meg, W, Irving Vinal, in 1800 agod eighty-five. IIe has a, son,

Cuptain Oliver Ellsworth Wood, connceted with the Jupaneso Ewe-
bussy.  During Mr. Wood's pastorate Deacon Thomss Plant vo-
signod his ofteo and Hamuol F. Russoll and Luther Jhidsey were
chosen to servo ag deacons. During Mr. Wood's pastorate the con-
fession of faith of tho chureh was amended according to thoe state-

mont on tho records so us to *'recognizo tho Divinity of Uhrist, and

tho neeossity of regeneration by tho Iloly spivit.”  Mr. Wood
preached his farewell sermon Juno 23, 1860, aud the church was
again without o pastor. Ono was soon found in the Rev. Whit-
man Pock, who came hero Muvel 4, 1851, Like his predecessor

. o was nok installed. o graduated aé Yalo College in 1838, IMo

was liero o 1itHo over four yoeurs louving his chargo June 24, 18565,
Ho diod in 1804, Tho Rov. Georgo I Wood tgnin supplied tho
ohuroh ut tho oarnest dosivo of the peoplo, Mo romained with them

. until 1859 whon the Rov, Willinn Curtis roceived o call to sottle

in tho Gospol ministry. Ho accoptod tho enll and was inxtalled ns

pustor, Decombor 22, 1850. During his pastorito tho piavrsonngo *

was thoroughly remodelod through his efforts. .Ho was an inde.
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fatignble worker and o strong and vigorous preachor. Ho liko the
others who had preceded him in the pagtornl ofllco was a gradunte

of Yulo College.  He gradunted in 1840. Mo resigned tho pastorate '-

and was dismissed Qctober 2, 1R67. Mo afterwards served obher
churches and Inter took up hisresidence in this pluco which he Tep-
resenfed in 1882 in the Legislature. Ho rosided here till his death
June 7, 1888, aged soventy-six.  His widow died hero Novemher 2,
1900 aged eighty-sovon. Two sons are living. He was followed

by the Rov. Edson L. Clark who gradunted {rom Yalo College in

1853 in one of Yale's most famous clussos. Mr. Clark came here

in 1867 and remained ten years.  IIo was o suceessful pustor and .-

preacher.  His pastorate was n plensant one and ho was much be-

loved by the people. He was o man of litorury ability. Among.

his books is ‘‘Fundamental Quostions’ o hook discussing imypor-

- tant theological topics, e also wroto n bistory of Turkey. Dur- -

ing his stay here over fifty united with the church. A pulpit re-
cess was added to the church edifleo in 1870 or 71 and w new pulpit
was given by Mrs. Thonms Plant. A chost to hold tho cunmun-
ion service was bought in 1874 at n cost of $12.50. Mr. Clark wus
much interested in all town affuirs, and school mattors and did
much to serve thoir interests. Ilo resigned the pustoral office in
1877 much to tho regret of tho peoplo. Ho served afterwards
. other churches, but is now living in retiroment from all wetive sor-
vico ot Dalton, Mass,, with his most estimablo wife.  In 1876 ho
preached an historienl discourso to which I am much indebted for
_fuets used in this sermon, Following him cune the Rov. J. W,

Beach who remuined with the churell but o short timeo. Tle cameo-

in 1877 and served the church o littlo over n yeur when ho was.
obliged to go away for his lLiealth, Hoping for his recovery tho
church was supplied by various ministers until 1880 when the Rev.
D. N. Prentico wascalled to the church. Mr. Bench aftorwurds bo-
came n teacher in Windsor Locks and Norfolk, Conn. ITo was a
graduato of Yale in 1864. He was o man of scholarly atiainments
and his departure was deeply regretted. Ho died Fobruury':zl,
1887 aged forty-four. Mrs, Beach, his widow, is living in Now
Haven.

Mr. Prontice was u gradunte of Yalo in the cluss of 1872. Ho -

sorved the church for two ycars from 1880 to 1882, His sormons
wore much enjoyed by the people with whom he labored. ~Heo re-
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sides in Greonfleld XN, Conn., without charge. Decomber 3,
1882, the presont incwmbent entered upon his term of service with

this church. Iis is the third oldest pustorate which this church

has had. It will bo twoenty yours this coming Decomber since the

present ministor began his work hero. During that period of ser- .

vico ninoty have been received into the church, mostly from the
young people.  This numbor of mombers received is twomore than
tho total momhership of the church when the present pastor came,

. The moembershipnow is ono hundred and two. In 1884, Octohoer 23

u Christinn Endeavor Society was organized, the flrst one so far
ns known in this vicinity and only threo years after tho begin.
ning of tho Christinn Endeavor movemont in thig couniry The

- church building hns beon twico ronovated. January 16, 1887, our

now and pleasant chapel locntod near tho chureh was dedicated -
Tho cost of this chapol was nearly $1,700 most of which was con-
tributed by Mrs, Georgo Roso and Mrs. Thomas Plant. And so we
havoreached tho 176th your of church history in this village of North
Branford. During all this period, longor than the period of tho
existeuco of tho United States, the church has had thirteen pas.
tors, and overy ono of thom recoived degree from Yale ollego
or University as it is now. All arve graduates of that instituiion
which is o fact worth noting. In the flvst ninety-cight yenrs of
tho church's history from 1727 to 1825 thoe postorato was filled by
threo clergymen,  In tho last soventy-soven years, from 1825 to
1902 ton pastors kerved tho chureh.  No country church, I may
sufely sny has had in tho past w more excellent succession of
religious lenders.  They have been without exeeplion men of cul-
turo and ability and ono was a fellow of Yalo Collego and othera
havo written books, Tho deacons of theso more modern days
havo bheen . R. Pulmer, 1870, from whoso dinry I huve received -
much help, Charles Page, 1870 now o clergyman in netivo service
aund no longer & dencon, also tenator from the Sixth District; Q.

. 0. Linsluy, 1883, and 8. D, Bartlott 1000. The ministers raised up

in this pluco aro David Rose, o gradunte of Yale Collryo 1760,
died 1709. Rogor ITurrison, Yalo Collego 1701, diced 1863, author
of tho hymn tune "“Woymouth sung hero todny—Fosdick Harri-

. son honored with a degroo from Yalo in 1816—Lovi Roso and
Charlos Page now among us and pastor of tho ohuroh in Foxon.

IwishI had time to sot forth the virtuos and servicos of the
o < [ :
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old families many of whoso descondants aro still among us, of
tho Russolls descendants of the Rov. Samucl Russell ministor at
Branford in 1687, deacons and helpers in tho church, of whom
Erastus Russoll and Eunice, his wife, left a fund to the church
for the maintenance of tho Gosple; also of Miss Martha Russoll a
talented woman who has written books of fietion, poetry, ote. ; of
tho Roses, Captuin Jonathan Roge, member of the constitutional

convention of 1818, of Col. Georgoe Rose, stute senator in 1858, rep- B

resentative from tho town at different times, both men of weight

and influence and means, and others of that naine worthy and em- .
inent; of the Pages who gavo freely their sorvices for church
and community; of the Hurrisons, and Linsleys, of Russell Clark - -

and others. If Ishould begin I should havdly know where to

. stop. I would like to speak also of those who at the present day .

are worthily taking tho placo of those who havo been so eminont
here. This place should be proud of its past, and should try to

wisely improvo tho inheritage and hand it down unimpairod to -

thoso who are to come after.
It now remnins for mo to sketch the history of our Sunday-

school which deserves a place by itself, an account of which I got ..

from a paper written by T. R, Palmer. In tho year 1820, May
14, in the twoelfth year of Mr. Atwator’s ministry, after tho suh-
jeet had beon lnid before tho congzregntion by him, tho childven
and youth gathored togother in tho moeeting houso ab tho intormis.
sion for Bunday-school instruction. Provious to fhnt tino volig-
jous instruection had boon conflned to tho teaching of fho Assom-
"hly’s Catochism and tho Lord’s Prayer in tho publio schools on
Snturdey of ouch week,  When tho nehools were not in session the
children somotimes gathored in tho meeting house and wero ente-
chized by tho ministor or dominio ng ho was called.  The ohildren

and youth on the 24th day of May camo togothor and sab in thoso

old pows which it has boon suid have heen likoned to sheop pons
go high that a twolve-year-old boy conld not look over thom,
Thero was no rpecial Bunday-school organiznbion as wo know it to-
day. Tho school, if you can call it so, oponod with prayer by ono

of tho dencons., Tho lossons wore chaptors or parts of chapters of .

tho New Testamont, and Psalms such as tenchors and scholars
choso to learn. Verscs were commibtod to momory and rocitod to

the teachors ,who made suoch oxplunations and comments as they
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~woll 11 tho yoar 1002,

-+ thought hest. Tho school continued through tho warm senson

'b(‘gh'min;; porbaps in April and closing in Octobor. Tho school
continued in this condition till 1827 when a Rov. Mr. Smith, who
wag temporarily supplying tho pulpit and was o great fri(.:nd of
the Sunday-school reorganized the school, forming u Sunda

gchool Socicty with a Prosident, Vico-President Sn(‘.rohu-); Trcuz.
urer and Librarion with a board of five Dir,nctors.nnd 'ﬁvo ﬁi-
rectresses.  Theso officors wore appointed at cach Annual mocting.

and constituted o hoard of managors,  Thoy selected tho superin
- tondonts and teachors.  All who joined tho Sunduy-school Soeie

: t
paid twelve and ono half conts which was used to buy 1ibrur§

books. When the Sunday-school closed in October thoso wh

cmﬂd. present a cortiflento of good charnctor had the pri\:ilo 1{] 0:
drawing books from tho library during the winter months 'l‘h:f‘u'st
President was David Russoll, and the first Slq)m'intc;ulnnt wr;,q
Deacon Wheadon, Tho peoplo scomed to tuko great inforest in
thoe Bunduy-school, Thay began to uso question books uluﬁl{thiq
timo. Ahout ono hundred and threo bobweon the nges of four umi

5 ecighteen comprised the Sunday-school. In 18564 or 56 whon the

Rov. W. Peck was pastor, the school was again reorganized wl
it would scom  that offieers wero chosun by the ehureh ‘ At .
ont they nvo ohosen by $ho sehool.  About the timo n’f 3\[1‘ l’I'wIp?-
pustorato tho school hold its sossions during tho year .Alil(:)té
't.l‘m superintondents havo hoon 8. P, Russell, J, Mmu';) Dea "‘L,
L. R, Palmor, Charles Page, G, 1. Munger, Bilward Iad :11 Gw"
Ford, (. G, Linsley, Isuno Linsloy, 1L B, CQule At ‘ )'(;" e
pustor of the chureh holds that oftleo, The H(‘-{IO()I \.v p“htmt oy
onw of the earllost to ha ovganized in the United {:‘,mtusmIl probebly
Church and SBunday-school lhavo gono on doing.thoir work
God hath blesy Y
huack ovor tho long Years of the church ;gdbgltﬁ:l(:;]:;;fo;;(;t::zks

remombor the duys of old. Yot
To Him bo the Glory Forevory 0 on the works of God.

v -
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By Rev. T. 8. Devitt, D. D., Pastor of the

, -

‘Congregational Church, Brantford

—Your mother is 268 years old but she sends you word, i

in languagoe not altogother classio, that **Sho's just as young .
a8 she used to be.'!' I bring you tho greetings of tho oldest church | K
in the New Haven Eust Consocintion, and incidontally, ns its Mod- i
erntor, tho greetings of that Consocintion now 193 yoursof ago. I . S
bring you the greetings of & church than which thero are hutb ton ). ' f
older in tho stato of Connecticut, Rov. Samuol Russoll, one of my (I
distinguished predecessors in tho pastoral offico ab Branf ord, wad .
nore and mado tho prayer ab tho fruming of your flest mooting o L
houso and it is fitting that I should stand hero now in the nimo of
the old church. Wo como here with our younger deughtor, tho?
church in Stony Creek, tho child of our old ugo, and with your .
deughter and to our granddaughter, tho church in Northford, to - |} . ;
congratulale you upon a contury and threo-quarters of nohlo his. ;
tory. Wo are proud of yon. Wo aro glad of your vigorous lifo 5
today. Bomo of our rural chwrches appear to bo sufforing a de- |

cliue in religion; in reality it is morely o doclino of populnfion in

tho vicinngo, and 8o the vigor and thrift and power of this church ‘
in theso timos s all the more noteworthy. Gront changos huve .
talen placo in the thought and oustoms of the pooplo during your - |} '?
ecclesiustical lifotinme, some of which are a gront gain and BOING ;-
are questionable. Formerly distuncos were moansured from the ]

N '. ) e U .
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church: now they are counted from tho tavern. Onco the political
stato was made up in the Congregational, which was the State
church; now it {s flxed in tho saloon. Thon tho chiof roligious

mon wore 8 power in politics hut the sanloon voto and not tho

church vote is tho great forco to bo reckoned with in theso

times. Yot this is not altogother 8o and wo have yot many greab .

religious and moral leaders prominent in tho politics of our coun-
try. An illustration in point is on this platform in tho person of

Rev. Charles Page of Foxon, a member of this church, tho Roepub- -

lieun nominee for genator from the Sixth District of Counoctiout.
Becanse of Ta valfent sorvico as chairman of the Committeo on

Temperance in tho last Houso of Ropresontatives, the saloon mon ‘

aro suid 0 bo after his scalp but in tho numo of social righteous-
nesa I nsk you at tho coming eluction in Novembor to sco that he
takes his seat s sonator by u sufo moajority. (o was clected by
a largoe mujority.) '

Iam very glad in theso timos that the affairs of tho church

aro not in tho hands of the town. When woe have to fight so hard .
in town meeting for good roands and & decont approprintion for

public schools, I wondoer what would heeomo of a propused appro-
priation for a- ministor's sulary., Brother Countryman and I
would need to give up in despair if owr hread and huttor was
contingont upon tho action of a town meoting, _

I am proud of tho position Ioceupy. Iam not by heredity
BLut by election, choken into u long lino-of distinguished npostolio
guccession,  Greab mon have gono bofore mo in the ministry in
Branford, and 1 huvo not time to noto tho morita of ench. At tho

played on tho stago and hear recounted tho story of that historie
translation in tho study of the homae of Rev. Samuel Russell whon

in hope, lndd 8omo books on the tuble ench suying: ‘I givo thoso
hooks for tho founding of a collogo In this colony’’.

Now England, Amerien, and tho world.
Aftor Mr, Russell cumo Philemon Robbins into tho pustoruto,

in Now Englund, a lovor of poucoe but o lovor of liborty as ho

Bi.Centenninl of Yulo University lnst your, 1 was glud to goo
in 1700 he with ten other ministors of this stato, in propbecy and .
Thus tho

old church and {ts minister are nked into the educnbional 1ife of

'Mr. Robbins wus un carnost promoter of tho *‘Grout Rovival” '

loved life and more than ho loved ponco. Whon tho Shoro Line . e i
2% L
“ , B . ' . f‘_'\
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* tists there as their ministor would not consent to it

“mombors of Wallingford,”

. try. My hoart swolls with joy as I think of ¢

towns wora closed agai i
) sed aguinst the preaching of the i
e ) great d
So&x g,_c; Whltﬁnl.d, ho was permitted to preach in anf(::&“%ehti:'
oto of tho Society tnken August 18, 1744, the voto being 2ny(‘~ues

A1l honor to the church and t

y ha ) own and to it Toi
'l;roud:mxndf‘.d ministor for thoir liberal position prophc:t?c :\l; rtolllo
“tyf.‘ in wh:cl} wo live, This was in tho midst of foven storr; ;
years for Philemon Robbins., In those days no regular miniqtg

cm;l(ll .lvy law preach within thoe parish of another clergyman with

out his consont. To do sn was to forfeit tho ri £ v
: . was right to hi

&ms]tl(.)r Rfob}ntns recoived an invitation from a little Bupti:: f?:)l:]l{rlyn
allimgford to pronch for them, and seein : e

0 ! 'Ing no moral or gos -

son for no,t. doing 80, ho accepted thoe invitation for Jun.%m‘l‘f;;‘?n

on Juu. b X he wus warnod by two duly signed lettors f;mm al—

Congregationnl Church in Wallingford not to preach for the Bupe

Seeing no rea-

#on for changing his mind Mr. Robbins preachoed twice for the Bap-

}LStS in tho. \\Qll}l}ijngford pavish,  Charges wero immediately pre-
rrod agains m “‘for prenchiing ina disorde i
tho Fil’st_. Socioly of Wallingford wigloub :‘.h(:\.l (‘z::;\l:{ ;f‘:;:: 9;_‘{ -
Mr. Whitllesoy, and contrary to tho act of the Guilford Coun((‘)"lh
confrary to the aet of tho Consocintion, and contrary to tho de ire
of two neighboring ministors, nnd to o great nmnlm;' of tho ('.h:::'](‘r;:
Mr. Robbins roplied § ¥ :
“]u.mw no rulo in the word of God or tlm]:q;:.;('ll)::)l()ll)cmfltlxt]t‘;}:rxhe
which obliged him to comply with their desires nor could ho o
lm-y reaton in their desire.”  Novortholess the (‘)hnrguq WOre :00
t-u.mu(l, and ho was disfellowshiped by his brethren, ‘In ) l; };“_*-
trin], porsucution and mlﬂ'uring——coun.cil following : i vain
attompt to adjust lifo and form—ho it said to tho o
tho Branford church that it stood by its minixtor'
symputhy and monoy and voto until after soven ye osi
tical ostracism ho was restored, without u.B(;II::"Z(;Lfr:i(::i\:;ccil:LSlt[;s-
followship, and love, and confldonco of his bruam\n in thc; nc:in‘ilse
that held up tho hands of the pulpit until the \tli(::t((’::';si::t:;lcpezs
As owr fathors stood loyal to the ministry scoking to }ind }}r:ll
moro light breuking forth from God's Holy Word' so tho cht?r'lh
of Branford todny stands bohind its ministor in fullest libert (c:)f
propheoy. It gives an intelligent hoaring to overy Imessage )t;nd

council in vain
tornal credit of
by prayer and
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whnt morn ean any ministor ask? @ havo apoken only of pastors

Rusgell and Robbina.  “I'imoe would fail moe to toll of ' Atwontor -

and Huntington, who had tho snmo wifo; of Gillot.b. with his
crowning pastorato of 68 years, who was often in this churoh

to help you; of Miller, Baldwin and Hill, tho lattor now in tho .

Bundivich Islands in misstonary servico; of Oshorne, Bake, und

Bickford; and to tell of tho soventeenth confury quarter, Shor-

man, Pierron (founder of Noewark, N. J.) Bowur.a ond Mn.thcr.
Arn wo como down tho lino wo find not ono #oiled naumo in all

tha lst. *"Other men havo lnbored nnd wo havo entorod into their.

labors.” - ““And theso all, having obtained a good roport through

fnith, recelved not the promiso: God having provided somie botbé'x: e
thing for us, that thoy without .us should no§ be mado porfeot.' L

"ty
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. GREETING

From» Nprthlord Congregational Church

By Rev. Eimer J. Boach

%T is my pleasure to bring greeting from tho daughtor of 150

years, to tho daughtor of 175 yours, Tho churchnt Northford
greets you in the bonds of Christian love and fellowship in
Joining in a scrvico memorial of the men und women of tho days
gone by, who have bequonthied to their posterity the frvitago of
Godliness, and Christian deeds.  Wo would help you to remember
what has heen blessed in your history and so this anniversary
shall ho in accord with tho word ““That tho rightcous shall be had
in everlasting romombrance,’ and prove that the memory of the
Just is blessod and that Go's will and tho excention in His Provi-
denco ig tho planning and doveloping of Ilis Kingdom in tho world
through tho church of Jesus Christ.
Wo grook you not ns a prodigal who has wasted his substance
in riotous living, coming homeo to his agod parent, hut as o daugh-

. tor roturning for a day with hor childron, to suy peace bho unto

theo and to inspiro you with tho beliof in the expunsive power of
thnt leavon in tho kingdom your fathors prayed for and lived in
their gonoration and whoso ropitlehres are with us, oven to this
day s o lenvon that has ovor boon working and expansive. A now
wino for now bottles, and as Klijuh in tho olden doys gavo leave
to tho young prophots to enlargo their dwelling pluco, so did the
North Branford Churoh liston to the young and ontorprising men
who said "‘Bohold now tho placo whoro wo dwell with thoe is to
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, N . . M ” 3 .
#fraight for us, Iot ur go wo pray thee unto Jordan and take thenoo . | cF any man oven the skeptio and infdel, it down and study the ‘

o ¥ o7 T

every man o beam and let us mako us a placo thero where wo may . records of tho births nud baptisms, the rovivals and church admis-
dwoll” and they answered, “Qo yo,'* and if tho flrat onenmpmeoent . . sions, tho Christian gifts to missions und say that God has not
of theae rona of the prophots was not nt tho Ancient Jordan, it was. - . | I L blessed and mado this donghtor fruitful and o blessing to the
near sgomo nover falling springs of puro and sparkling waters., In . I © . world. If thoy wero oll living todny sho could grect younssa .
wonls of another historinn “In tho pursuit of o lurger suceoss in - o . danghter not equaled in any other church in the state in her nom-
fndustry and with something of that roving, adventurous spirit R : . i

which has ovor charactorized the peoplo of Now England towns
and which hns rapldly peopled the brond West, thoy woro accus-
tomed to leavo their homes in tho opening spring with their pro- .+
- visions and imploments of husbandry for a sort of haclk-woods-life .
through tho summer months ocoupying. “oleavings,” ut tho base

ber of liborally educated men and womon. From forty to fifty of
them havo beon graduated at Yale, rome twenty-five have held
diplomas from modical schools, from fifteen to thirty havo entered
the ministorial profession, such roverend and worthy names as
* Rogors, Tyler, Maltby, Rose, Hondloy, Whitnoy, Pagoe, Linsley not

) AR R forgetting to mention Albort Barnes tho grent commontator of the
of your mountain rango, from which thoy guthored amplo orops, . " Biblo, also Eli Smith, missionary to Syrin, who translated the
returning agnin by the wood's path with tho approuch of wintor T ) . ... . Bibloeinto tho Syrino language. A goodly number of her sons,
to enjoy 't'ho fruits of thoir summor's absonco in tho bc.bsom of o ’ - . ¢ +who havo sorved their day in tho difforent ficklds of professional
thefr fumilics.”  Porhaps it would not be 0}1t of pluco to givo you - n o labor; and over forty mon ropresonting thoe putriotism of North-
a llat of thoso sons of your prophets to verify the truth that f,hoyr o ‘ ford who sorved their country in tho causo of liberty. If they
aro in the lino of your u.no'cat-ry of tho N orth Br‘unfor('l Chuvch, - . o woro all present today tho Northford daughter of 150 ¥ears could
Capt. Aaron Cooke, Dea, HBamuol Hurn.ngt.on, Samuol Burn‘cs, LT - { " greot tho dsughtor of 176 years with tho honoest exultuiion of tho
John Baldwin, Josinh Rogors, Josoph Tinsloy, Tsune Footo, Ste- . / v " Romuan mothor, who pointod to her sons as they roturned from
phen Todd, Abol Munson, Abrahwm Burtholomew, Peter Tylor, ' i 1. .. - the public schools, suying, ‘“Theso are my jowels."” Thus as we
Timothy Rose, Daniol Maltby, John Tuintor and Josoph Blwoll, S '.[' o . greot you with this rocord and roll of honor, wo aro impressed

For & numbor of years while clearing and building and mak- Lo ‘ ©. 7 with the thought that wo havo had a past, a history not unworthy
ing homes in this North-lund, it would reem that theso growing : 1 S

of our nncestors,  Shall wo hnvo o futuro so blessed in fruitg, this

fumilies wero united with North Branford in church privileges i3 & problom for us, and our children to work out; under God the

and during theso yenrs wo must remomboer that thesoe f athors nnd

. o o ' . pluces that know us no more in tho flesh, shall feel the leaven of
‘their children with them, started out carly overy Snhbalh morning ) : ' . our virtues, our prayors in future ngzos
. . . ' h A ¢ ' .
for & six or koven miles journoy to join with thoso *“who keep T} It is for tho presont membors of these churches to honor these
holy day™ at tho villago on the other sido Qf Totokot, when tho ™ - , memorios for all thoy were, for they labored and wo entor into
saddln, thoe pillfon and tho ox-cart woero tho only conveniences for R - thoir lubors, Shall somo unknown chronicler a hundred years
gnln{; to church. Burely wo must m‘l.y tl'mt in 'yo oldon duys™ the *. . " , ' from today recall tho twentioth contury and find it brizht and
services of the sunctuary wore held in high esteom and tho preach- - - 1 " flaming with honored names and noblo deeds, and sncrificos
. X S : S ! s s 8,
ers wero men of God who u).ul(l hold an audienco two hours ., 1 among our ftranslated mombors? Thus wo hopo and pray for
and two hours p. m. and still thoy would long for more, o mighty

7T~

; : . gronter things in tho futuro history of theso daughters of Isracl.

PO“‘]‘; {;01' ?&’2‘11 von 6 of this wiokly ~“ ‘ to North . . . Oh for Godly parents, who liko Noah aro alarmed to build an
ub aller eloven yea 1A wao piigrimago orth - R , . ark to savo tho family whon there are no signs of storm in tho sk

Branford, an indopondont Bocioty was formod und this daughtor Y 8 o or o,

. st : - no cust wind or sun-dog in tho west and sons, to mun the life boats
of Zion was housed ina large,opon, cold barn in comparivon withour - . | .. tosavo tho wrook of o lost world like Abraham to give thoir sons
prosont church edifice, no hoa ting only from a foot-stovo, but lot o ) and daughtors to the Lord, Jacobs and Elijahs and the Byro-

w T - o -

v ' - . l 80




phenieinn woman to honor his faithfuln

peuplo and to stamp with vanity the pl
or the glories of Eg

« tho head of king nlenhol, stiff-kneed

nego to defy the proud pontiff of Bel and th
of to-duy, Daniels to decipher tho handwriting
- up between monopolics and Iubor unions, Jo
gospel trust to food the starving millions, wit

- down from Heaven.
greeting as now in the Inngungze of th
eyes round about and hohold all thesa
and comeo to theo."
clothe theo with them as with an ornamont
them like a bride,”
yot sny in thy cnrs the
I may dwell; and kings shall bo th
queens thy nursing mothors,”

As John in his eplstlo snluted an
of Northford to tho elect lad
ford “whom Ilovoe in tho truth

havo known tho teuth for the truths suko whic
wrandmother Lofs and in us and shall by with
with you, meroy and peaco from God tho

Lord Jesus Christ tho Bon of tho Fathor in

now I boscech thoeo lady that wo lovo ono an

to remembrancoe tho unfeignod faith that i

first in our grandmothor Lois and our moth

3

<
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0sd a8 the hearer of impor-
tunate prayer for many a Moscs to chooso tho afllictions of God’'s

casuro secker, tho gambler .
¥t young Davids to fell the giont and out off .
Shadrach Meshach and Abed-

o goldon money god
8 on tho wallsrising
sophs to organizo a
h bread that cometh
A hundred years honco it shall then ho the
© prophot, '‘Lift up thine
guther themsolves togethoer
“As I live smuith the Lord thou shalt surely

and gird thysoelf with

“Tho ohildren of thy borewvoment shall
pluee fs too straight for us, givo placo that

¥y nursing fathers and thoir

honorable matron s tho oldor
y und her childron of North Bran-
nnd not X only but also all they who
h dwolt first in thy
us forever, graco bo
Fathor anad from the

truth and love, Ana

othor.

Whon

8 in theo, whic
or Eunice,” .

wo call
h dwelﬁ

- .

T ———

 GREETINGS

From Stony Creek Congregational Church

)

By Rev. S. I7. Blomileld

Mr. Blomfleld spoko in i)urt as follows:—
E T is a mattor of greab pleasuro that tho *‘Baby Church” in Stony

Creolk can bhring greetings to tho sister of whom sluz is so
proud. To ull theso plonsant words of greoting to which \\:o
huvo listened, to all theso earnost words of hope nnd prayer, we

Aaftor a forvont amen.  Wo fully onter into this jubileo and most

sinceroly congrutulato you. May tho coming years be crowned
rith signnl Dlossings! _
A 11‘]1‘11‘5 §n surely a gﬁ-ouh hwur in the history of this splnml:d church.
It is 0 wondoriul blessing to ho ablo to look hnok upon }: b yearsof
usoful and blossed past.  (Rolden is your heritago, Pnfeolvss your
priviloges. What memories oluster about this old m(:otmg housel
Facey whioh we loved long asinco and havo lost m\_'hllu look dvuwn
upon us who to-day run tho raco and bear tho toil. Hands that
onco winlded carth’s heavy toils now beckon to us through tl}o
suored shadows of this lovely autumn afternoon.  Surely in tln.s
houso we nro surronnded by so great n cloud of witnesses. Glori-
ous indoed 1s tho privilogo of worshipping in t-h?'s houso. Hoero
young nn and maid pledged their troth and loving hearts wont
out togothor to lifo's battle, Horo conscoraicd parents dedicated
little preolous loved onvs to His sorvico. Hore you brought the

" suored doad, and bonoath the durk vail many a widow has found
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her tears turned to comfort as tho man of God spoko tho sweot

sfiple svord of hope and Hght and fmmortality. ITeroswhero corth

hael proven empty und vold, wh
sanls, here, here
Here nt the

Hero, pierhnps in that very corner, ho could mnrk tho spob in the
dnrk, nome young man {lrat met his Lord faco to faco and knew
hix wins forgiven,
faces furrowd with care, hands hardened with toil,
with tears and longing peayoers, hero they mot and as they prayed,
the spirit descended and lifteid them up and they sat togother in
tho Henvenlics, Ol beloved, thero is no spot

80 precious to your hearts as this old meoting
Neaver forget hor.

en the deeps wero engulfing your
you camn and found that ono sure Rook of Apos.

oyes limpid

houso on tho Qreen
Home of you will soon puss to the chuarch
above, ero you go, remember generously tho church below., En-
dow-her well,  May sho nevor want any good thing
ber. Bo much has sho done for you.
house, beautiful with all that rood tasto and couscerated lov
afford. By symholic memorial, in window, table or
by woul endowed musio, and grate
this nonn other than the very hous
- very gnte of Henven,

Tho houry headed rives tell us that theso guller
ns of yoro; that these seats are woll nig
to bo In thosg gowmd old days. DBut bunish forover the thought that
the duys of nucfulness for theso country churches aro over,

A new raeo nro taking your farms;
American  citizens. Thoy need the pro-ominently  Amorican
Church., They hunger for tho gospel, and thoir livos are starved
without it. Thero nro little childron of your own fumilicy, yon

there are stroug mon und women who neod this chuvoh, Malko
thoe old meeting houso glorious bocauso filled with these—tho
first fruits of your Home Miusionary lubor.  Thon indeed shall
these old walls he resplendont agein as in tho lightalng —tho -
Bholdna cloud shall onfold thi
bo its glory, -

Tho ideul which doar goninl Dr, Holmos huy boforo put many an
aspiring hourt, I bring to you toduy,

*'Build thoo moro statoly mansions, Oh my soul}

Yyou can pgive

0 cun
furnishing,
ful prayer and service, mako
o of God, nono other thun tho

fes aro not filled

P
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“tey

rosa you dropped your burden, and bore o song away, -

Hero strong mon and womaoen, I seo thom now, .

quito #o denr, quite-

Mako the portuls of this . :,A

Mkt oAl

Tt Tl

sh empty to what thoy usod - :

yoeb theso oxpect to heeomo ;

8 houso a8 boforo, but vustor shall . .

As tho switt sonsons rolll

Loave thy low vaulted pustl
Lot ench now tomple, nobler than the lastl
Shut thee from Heaven with a domse more vast,

‘Till thou at length art free, _
aving their outgrown shell by life's unresisting sea."
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ADDRESS |,
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By Rev. Wililam R. Mulford of Fanwood, N. J

Address of Rev. Willinm R. Mulford of Fanwood, N. J., de-
scendant of the fifth generation of Dencon Barnabas Mulford, one
of tho early deacons of the North Branford Church.

EN the dovelopment of the taste for the study of Amoerican Colo-

nirl History, which has at lust hecomo general throughout a, .

large part of this country, thero is causo for congratulation
to all who tuke pleasuro in tho story of the pust as well as to tho
comparatively fow faithful local historions and antiquarians who
“huvo labored 8o long in tho midst of such uputhy ussooms to havo
prevailed to 8o gront on oxtont.
Yot how thrilling and romantic nro the annals of our pust and
whnt valuablo subject matter do they afford for the considerntion
. of the philosopher, the theologinn, tho stutesman and the political
economist.  That this remark is not extrava gant wo think is
amply proved by the frequent boust of Americans, rRometimes cnr-
ried to a degreo which hecomes rudo and offonsive, that this is the
most wondorful country on thoe face of tho globe,

Now thoso who think, know vory woll that you connot have
effects without canses to produco thom and, in the face of this un-
iversally accapted truth, it is, to sny tho lenst; marvelous thut the
neccessity of becoming acquninted with the history of tho causes
which lio back of this wonderful oivilization by which wo are sur-

- rounded has ocourred to so fow, '

e
Among the American Colonies founded by that wonderful peo- *

a6 i

e

Nt

plo who have done 80 much to dothirone Froanny and to rid tho
Chiristinn Church of supoerstition and error, to thrust aside **tho
tradition of tho clders’ by which n corrupted Medineval priesthood
had made tho Word of God of none effect, was the Colony of Now
Haven,

That the Puritans had faults, that there were good and bad

~ among thom we do not dony. But wo vonturo to bolievo that ay
- history is studied in o more philosophic spirit and in the growth

of true liberty, as prejudico and bigotry are cast aside, tho Puritans.
will be still moro admired and the great good which they achioved

- for the English rnco more thoroughly realized. It is too often for-

gotten thut there wore more partics or'schools than one among the
Purituns as there have beenin other grent movements. Then
there is a distinetion to bo mado bebween tho Puritans and the
Pilgrims of Plymouth and it has been claimed that the Puritans
gradually camo under thoe libernl and milder influcnces of tho Pil-
grims.  Theroe has always heen o trend townrd liberty and toler-
tnece, anyway, and we aro bold enough to sy that we do not think
uny moro noblo charncters could he found at that day among the
English people than John Milton, Young Sir Harry Vano, the Rov.
Roger Willinms and the Rov. John Eliot, ench being a product of
Puritanism. Lot us bo fair enough to judge auy party as well as
any individunl by tho standnrd of tho times and not expeet tho
growth and expunsion of nearly two centuries in tho Puritang
whom we muy accusio of intolevanco living in the American Col-
onics in 1090 or of narrowness in North Branford in 1727,

It is o delightful exercisa for the imagination to picturo in our
minds owr beloved Counceticut as it existed in all its fair unsullied
nutural heanby that April duy in 1638 when the first colonists sailed
into tho harbor of Now Havon, How vast her forests, how puro
hor Inkes and rivers with tho sapphire wators of Long Island

" Bound Inving her Southern shove and, rising in the dim distanco .

beyond thosoe wators, tho dim hills of that henutiful islo of the sen
which stands out against the mighty breakers of the boistorous
Atluntio. In our mind's oyo wo can sco these colonists in their
stecple orownod hats and broud while collurs and sad colored
clothing as thay roverently guther in tho shnde of the Elm to
worship tho God of their futhors and for tho imagination moves
quiokly-~we cun geo them lator on as their little sottloment bo-
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£ins fo tanke outward form and srhapo. Tho different characters
geem (o pass bofore ud tho dignified Theophilus Enton, Esquiroe, tho
brave Rev. John Davenporf, tho pustar of tho people, with his
Iofty ideal and hope of n new theocracy. Then tho individuals

and circumstances begin to erowd thick and fast upon us and wo

think of the grent faith of thoso simplo bruve Christinn hearts and
of tho wonderful answers which they clnim came in reply to the
prayer of faith. We think of tho courngo and fortitudoe of those
who sailed away in that unseaworthy Phantora Ship," of Master
Lamberton and stout hearted Gregson and doughty Captain
Turner, the undaunted soldier of fortuno, who after his campuigns

in tho Netherlands had served the Puritan colonics well in council |

and in ficld.
By theso colonists Branford was purchased in Decomber 1638
and, though in 1644 the tract was rold to Willinin Swdin for tho
bonefit of those in Wethersfleld who might desire to move here,
yot Now Havon influences must have been folt for it was the
larger colony. The family nwnes of thoso who wero identifled
with tho founding of Now Havon aro inscribed on tlio monuwmoents
in your burinl ground and writton on tho fown recovds and, per-
haps, they aro still to ho moet within the village.  After the migra-
tion of tho Rov. Mr. Piorson and hisg peoplo {o Now Jorsay, how-
ovoy, wo find o gradual seeccssion of population from various quar-
ters., My ancestor, Dencon Barnabas Mulford, enme from old 1oast
JInmpton on Long Island apparontly at about tho snmo timo ag
Edward Petty, his futher-in-lnw.  As tho Branford rocord quaintly
reads under tho date April 30, 1740:—“Then was Barnahas Mulford
marricd fo Hannah Petty both of Branford pr. yo Rev. Jonnth
Merick ministor.” Bdward Potty represonted Branford in tho
Colonial Astembly in 1752 and 1763 and Barnabas Mullord in
1762, The latter was a great grandson of Willinm Mulford who was
ab Southumpton in 1644 and afterwards ono of tho ourlier rottlers of
East Hompton, 1648-9. When Charles II annoxed Eastorn Long
Island to tho Colony of New York ho did not succeed in breaking

tho real connection hotweon the homogencous peoplo who dwelt -

on both gides of tho Sound, the old intimacy continuod and numes
from the insular Now England sottlements muy be found at Bran-
ford as at other places in Connectiout, Then thero is the Russcll

family, founded in this town by the Rev. Semuel Russell, son of '

i
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" among us,"”

S

tho pastor of Fndloy in whose hom

Gol\'o. ft?’l‘l‘(\(l o secluded abiding place so long. Then,of course, ik
is o distinguished honor that Yalo College should ha: y

~a boeen reall
started _(mt Branford in the parsonage of tho Rey. Samucl Ru::;\“i
but I will not proceed with further details for I am only bere to

congratulate you and o honor tho memory of our ancestors who
established this parish and wereidentified with the sumein years
gone by. Suflice it to say that North Branford waus the outgrowth
of old Branford. Our ancestors had vory good taste to make s
settlement in the midst of this fair scono.  As I think of my first
visit to this village which was made quite unexpectedly some
years ago, the benuty of your swrounding scenery as it looked
that cl.mrming autumn afternoon, vory much like this, stands
out in all distinctness beforo mo. :

‘We honor the old parish and wo will chorish the history of its
founders and their oxammplo for, us Morton Dexter has said of the
Pilgrimg at the end of their story which ho has written so well
we may sy of the best of the Puritans who were after all Pilgrim;
and travelers in thoso troublous times i—

“The Pilgrims long ago rested from their labors and entered
into their roward. But their works still follow them. The mul-
titudo of their descendants in. the flesh does well to honor their
moemory and the far grouter and ovor increasing host of their spir-
itual children novor will ccasio to roverence them. But even rov-
eronco will be empty unloss accompaniod by imitation. Both the
need and the opportunity of the spirit of the Pilgrims still continue

o the regicides, Whalloy and
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i.
LETTERS
Read at the One Hundred and Seventy-Flith’

Annlversary of the Church

Letter of Rev. B. L. Clark, Former Pastor

Dalton, Mass., Oct. 7, 1902,
Dear Bro. Countryman,

I was glad to rceeive your Inttor and wish it woro possihblo for -

me to be with you on this most interesting occasion. As this is
not possible I very gladly comply with your invitation to sond

somo words of greeting and kind remembrance to you and the h

: church.
The ono hundred and soventy-fifth birthdny of the North Bran-

ford Congregntional Church is and must bo an ocension of the
decpest interost to every one who has over loved as I did tho
church and the town. Tho first time I evor suw North Branford
which was on tho morning of my first Sabbath with tho church, I
concoived a strong liking for the placo and this soon grow into
strong affection aftor it beeamo my home. I began my work

under somewhat trying circumstancos hut tho clonds soon clenred ]

awny and for ton years I romainod the pastor of u united happy
and prosporous church. I found the church in an oxccllont s!'.:.n.to
of spiritual lifo and activity and tho very boginning of my min.
fstry wus marked by a souson of doep and poworful roligious in-
terest. This stato of apiritual vigor and prospority I am happy to
boelieve has continued from that duy to this.

North Brunford has boen from tho boginning a strong, prosper-
ous and comparatively wealthy community., Tho early develop-
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mont of hoth church and town was very vapid. At tho end of tho .

fiest fifty yonrs one hundred and twenty-five years ago, I think
hoth woro as strong as thoy havo leon at any timo sinco. From
tho beginning thoe church has been blessed with a long succession
of exceptionally ablo ministers. Not to speak of the long and
honorablo rocord of the presont pustorate, from the days of Pas-
tor Merrick to the presont time tho pulpit of this church has rarcly
failed to bo fitlod by & man of unusual alility, high character and
commanding influenco. The work of such a minisiry has always
been mauifest in the constant woll hoing of the church and the
town,

And now in conelusion, my dear compunion joins mo in an ox-
presgion of our heartiest congratulution for your pust and your

prosont, und our prayers and good wishes for your future. Our-

activitios are pust, our remdning days ave fow and as wo quictly
sit and pntiontly wait wntil our chango shall come tho great com-

fort ot our declining yenrs is in watching the growth of harvests -
~ in so muny fields from seed which wo have been permitted to sow.
- And now wishing you grace, morcy and peaco from Jesus Christ

our Lord and every blessing of both tho uppor and the nother

. 8prings upon your wholo church and family life. Iam, in the } -

everlasting bonds of Christian fellowship and love,
Your former pastor, :
. E. L. Clark.

Leottor of D. K. Atwuter, M. D., Springtield, Mass

Lottor of D. F. Atwater, 3. D., of Springfleld, Mass., son of the ‘

Rev. Charles Atwator, third pustor of the church.

Rov. F. Countryman,
North Branford, Conn.,
My Deny Siri— :
It would give mo peenlinr ploasuro to acoept your kind invita.
tion and bo prosont at the 176th anniversary of your church, but

. tho stuto of my health will not permit, -
" Worn I with you, I fuil to sco how Icould, ‘as you suggost,

groet you on your arrival at tho 176th mile stone of your earthly
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" pilgrimage, ns 1 Iinve not quito yet, and probably shall not, rench
thut point mysclf, But whethor present or absont, 1 can extond
_to you my heartiosk congratulutions that you can loolk back to so
muny years of activo servico for our blessed Lord and Master in

tho pust, as you assumo new courage and strongth for the futuro.

¥ congratulnte Yout upon having arrived at o sorono old ago,—so

to spenk, as wo count timo—although tho church of the overliving . |

God will nover como to its declining Years, and also congratulnte
You, that honenth tho “Blossed tio that binds' you ‘togother, aro

sugpentions of Christian lovo and friendship that can nover growold - g

or fudo awny.

Lenving North Branford at ton yoars of age, Ido not romembor
anything I honrd in tho old meobing house, (so culled,) hut ag my
roverend futhor wns the pastor and camo of good Puritunical
stock, I havo no doubt the people woro fed with good digostibla
spiritual food, But I do reeall attending divino sorvice thoro.
The pows wore square and the seats without cushions, of which fact
I still iavo tender recollections, )

The bhuilding itsolf, externally, was pluinnoss presonifiod—-as
plain as the preaching inside, and entirely dovoid of ornnmont of
any kind. Straight linos and Squaro cornors woro overywhoro
visible, and having no chimnoy, it boro quito a8 muoh resom.
blanco to a barn ng o houso of worship. At {this timo, (1825) the
church sorvices woro of courso tho grent ovont of tho week, Al
‘the families, and all of tho familios, wont to mecting Sunduy
morning, and gtn yed all duy, the women in tho wintor, currying

their foot stoves, (ud wo shall soon bo doing, if tho conl striko con.

tinucs,) and in summer their sprigs of fennol, guthered in tho
guarden on the way. All of tho rospectablo mon of tho town woro
- regular attendants, whothor membhors of the church or not, Iro-
tractod threo days meetings and revivaly had their influenco upon
the community, There was u strong intellectunl clemont in tho
theology and preaching, at tho sumo timo, omotion hud ity placo
in religious oxporionces. Mun’s standing in tho sight of God wag
dwelt upon more than the reproducing and incorporuting in hig
conduct and daily lifo, the spirit and lifo of Christ. I can but
think thet wo havo a moro rationnl idea of the Christinn lifo, As
was truly said at Northflold (— :

**God doos not love us bocause we are good; but to mnko us 8o,
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‘stono firo place, slab seats and ros ¥ chieoked boys and girls.
© vary highly & copy of the Now England Primeor, (now lying hefore -

“and a slow measurcd guit,

As Ho doos not ot His lovo on us beenuse of our deserts, so Heo
does not turn it away from us boeause of our sins. Ho hatos our
8ins, but Ho Jovos ourselvos with a love that sin can neither weur
ouf, nor turn away.”

A charactoristic of tho Now England mind in thoso days was the
control of lifo by principlo or motive, rather than inclinn‘t‘ion.. If
8, thing was to be dono, it must bo dono without regard to fecling,
and no moral anesthetie must be used.” To such an extent was
this earried, that it is said thot when & man was on his death bed,

. to relivve fuintness, & bottle of camphor was hold to his nostrils.

But if dying was the thing to bo done tho good man wanted no
temporizing, and ho rofused it, sayiug, ‘‘No, No, I shall nover die

HO. 1
Tho old mecting houso stood where tho present church stands

and when tho new onoe was orceted, T used to look with fear and

“tromnbling, at tho wenther vane, which was an angel blowing a

trampot, sugeestive, as I supposed then, of the sounding of tho

lnst trump, but moro probubly signifying tho proclumation of .

"Gnd tidings of great joy." . '
Noenr Dby, stood the rod school house, with its school ma am,
Iprizo

mo as I writo,) ontho fly eaf of which is writken with red and
blnek ink:—'“Tho proporty of David Atwator, Dec. 15, 1826."
Below is tho faco of an angel ,hut I do not see any fumily resom-
blanco. Tho Rev. Chavles Atwator was settled for Tifons pastor of
this ohurch in 1809,  Of his doscondunts thoro are now living two
ohildven, four grandehildren, and four great grandehildron, o
was I ghould sey about six feot in hoight, with largo feome, dark
oycs and comploxion, houvy oyobrows, round face, strong voico
-Ho had an carnest manner that com-
mandod attention, and his fermons, a8 I judge from one that I
have, wore not briliinnt but mothodical, biblical, carnost and im-
prossive, always closing with an improvement or reflection.

That tho dolivory of n sormon in thoso dnys was no trifling mat-
tor and that tho proacher warmod up as ho progressed, is illus.
trated by tho following incident. *“Aro you tho son of Pricst
of North Branford, ' suid un old Branford fishorman to o vis.

itor o fow yours ngo? Being answorod in the affirmative, heroplied,
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““I havo ofton heard him proach and one hot Rummor dny, ho bocamo
s0 much interested in his subjeet that he removoed his cont and
finished in his shirt sleoves.  Probably manny of his congrogation
had already sot him tho exumplo.

Exchanges with tho neighboring ministers, Mr. Dutton of Guil-

ford, Noyes of Northford, illott of Branford and Wetmore. of o

North Guilford wero quito common in summer, never, howover

going or coming on tho Sabbath day, unless in cuso of sicknoss in

the family. I secm to have been unusually fortunnto in tho se-
leetion of both my parents; (I do not mean our first parents, Adan
and Evo, or tho parents which tho ovolutionist gives us, as I an
not especinlly proud of either.) It is not wiso to inquire too mi-
nutely into our romoto ancestry under any circumstances. I may
bo pardoned for snying a word here ahout the minister’s wifo and
paying tribute to my denr mother, for she was o very active, sym-
pathotio and helpful and by no means silont member of tho min-
isterinl household.  Shoe had dark hair, hluck oyes, regulnr fontures,
clear complexion and a smile which was ‘o benoediction in itself,

Theso added to her lovely character and nntural ondowmonts, mude
her a fuvorite fur and nowr. Frail and delicuto in appearnnce, sho- -
pousessed courago and ondurance which earricd her seronely

through trials and perploxities which would havosoverly taxed tho
strength of uno moro rohust and vigorous.  Althongh nuburally ro-
gserved, sho was faithful to tho utmost in tho dischargoe of nll hor
- religious duties, und afler tho death of my futher nlways conducted
family prayors horself, whether sbrangoers woro prosent or not.

cun yoo bormow in that uppoer chumber, (tho study,) with o fow

mathers in Isracl, met to seek the Divino blessing upon their own
and other hourcholds. Ier potitions and supplientions wore al-

ways accompanicd with thunksgiving, for sho wns nlwuys thankful .

-, whatover happened, having for tho stay of her soul hor trust in
Christ. I ofton look hack to the early yours of my lifo spont in
North Branford. Tho moemory of ita little river and hills—of my
school days, of the boys und girls who grow up end somo of whomn
went out to othier pluces, of tho “‘gencrnl truining' duys when tho
“"troopors” (us wo cnlled them,) cume to town, of Capt. Jonathan
Rose, go courtly und gracious and cordiul in his manner, of Cupt.
Hurrison, who at regular intervals, poreonally conductod on
horsohaok, a drove of fut cattle to tho Now York markoet, und last,
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but not least, tho wild strow

! herries gathored n the t  hi
in the rear of the parsonag . it paroD.on tho hil

8, not alone, hut with two Iitt i
one of them Mary Parker,—why I should ronmmbr.\: h(()::xtltz:;nf ltfrlii’.
not the othors, I leave you to guess—whom I then considered, and I
~ have no doubt they were, sweetor thun the borries we gatho , d
- the red clover we trampled down. s e or
But that was very long ago!
“Now wero not wishes all in vain,
I toll you what my wish could be:
I'd wish to o a hoy aguin, ,
. Bucle with the friends I used to know
For I was, ol] so happy then, ’
) But thut was very long ago.”
Soeriously, howover, tho church in N orth Brunford is an
has boeen, doar to my heart, and in closing I w l
Muy tho God of our fathors and our futhe
guido ‘and bleas you and grant
bringing many souls into His k
live, that when we pass away,
along the pathway of thoso we

d always
ish you God-speed.
r's futhers continuo to |
that youmay Do tho mecuns of
ingdom, and that wo may all so
the light of our past lives, shining
leave behind, shall lead others to

v .follow Christ. Aud to Him be all the praise.

Bpringflold, Mauss,,

"David F, Atwnﬁn-.
Oatober 10th, 1002, s '
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