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OH NORTH BRANFORD, CONN.

* W 'he ITCtli annivernary exercises of tho Conjp'egationiil 
I" Clnu'oli in Norfcli Branford wci’o hold in the cliurch edi-
® fico on Wednesday, October IB, 1002. Tiie day Avas a lino

; one, and a largo nuinhcr of people frojn tho town and abroad filled 
the building. Tlio exercises began at about elovx'n o'cloclc, a. m. 
with a voluntaiy by tho organist, Mrs. A. U. Platt followed by an 
anthem finely rendered by a chorus choir made up of Jfrs. E. B. 
Btono of North Branford and Mrs. 0. M. Bergstresser of New York 
city, sopranos; Miss Mary Wheadon, Mrs. S. D. Bartlett, Miss May 
Countryman, altos; E. B. Stone, (4. D. Ford, ami C. W. Barker 
tenors; Edmund Fields, K. N. Ford, A. P. Dickinson basses. Bev.

■ Charles Page, pastor of tho church in Foxon and a member of tho 
North Branford church, together with tho Rev. D. N. Prentice, a 
former pastor of tho church conducted tho introductory services.

Tho Bev. Dr. Dovitt, pastor of tho mother church in Branford, 
brought its greetings, while Bov. E. J. Beach, pastor- of tho daugh­
ter church in Northford convoyed its good wishe.s in fit ting words.

•' Tho historical sermon was preached by tho pastor, Bev. F. 
Countryman. Intorspersed in tho morning program were anthems 
sung by tho choir. A hymn composed by a native of North Bran­
ford, Bov. Boger Hamson, and much used in sacred sorv’ices of 
bygone days was sung to a tuno of his o-wu composition. At noon 
a recess was taken, and all present sat down to a bountiful dinner 
prepared by the ladies. In tho afternoon letters wore read from
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FIRST MEETING HOUSE.

JPROGRAM

Dinner.

A. M.

10:30 Music.

10:35 Reading Scripture and Prayer,
10:45 Address, Rev. T. S. Devltt
11:00 Music.

11:05 Address, Rev. E. J. Beach
11:20 Music.

11:30 Historical Sermon, Rev. F. Countryman
12:15 Music.

12:30 Recess.

P, M.

2:00 Music.

2:is to 4:30 Short addresses by Rev. D. N. Prentice, Rcv.S. F. Blom- 

field, Rev. Fosdicit Harrison, Rev, W. R. Mulford and others, 

with reading of letters from D. F, Atwater, M. D., Rev. E, L. 

Clark, and others.

Recess.

7130 Social hour with music and short addresses.



Bpringflolil. Maas., aon of a former pastor * 
ehiircli, luitl from Rov. E. B. Clark, jKwfcoriii Hio years 18G7 

—1877.
Addresses wcro made by Rov. PosdJck UaiTtson, pastor of a 

clmrcli in Palmer, kfass., and a desez'ndant of tlio Bov. Posdick 
Harrison a native of this place; by Bt5v. W. B, Mulford, rector of ’ 
a church in Panwood, N. J., n.nd de.scnndant. of Deacon Btimabas 
Mulford, one of the early deacons of tho chm-eh; by Bov. D. N 
Prentice, a former pa.stor; by Bov. S. F. Blomfield, pustor of tho • 
church in Stony Creek; by ilr.s. Weaver, daughter of tho late Q. 
M. Atwater, Esq., of Brightwood, Maas., and grirnddaughter of a 
former pastor; by Mrs. W. Irving Vinals of Waaliington, D. C., 
(hiughter of tho late Bov. George I. Wood, pastor here from 1844 
to 18.G0 and again from 1855 to 1859; by John S. Baldwin, E.sq., of 
Woi-ei’stor, Jrass., son of tho late Bov. John D. Baldwn, p,aster of 
this church from 1838 to 1844; Attorno.y C. A. Han-ison of Walling­
ford, Conn., a native of thi.s place—and others.

In tho evening short addresses wore made by tho Bev. S. F 
Blom field, and tho Ibsv. W. B. Mulford.

Thus closed an eventful colobratiou in tho annals of North ! 
Branford church history. /

Tho chure.h -was finely decorated for tho occasion, and on 
either side of tho pulpit wore the figures 1727-1902, 0. A. Hai-rl- j 
son, Esq., kindly oponod his summer homo, tho lower rooms of 
wliich were filled with roUcs of the olden times

• '■ ■ .
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HISTORICAL, SERMON

By Rov. P. Countrymnn, Pastor

Psalm 14, 3:6 “I remember tho days of old; I mcditjvte on all 
thy works.”

H T i.s an interesting task to study the origin of a church which 
0 dates back into tho eighteenth century, tind to trace tho Divino 
” worIcing in tho chui-ch's establishment and continued history. 
Verily we may romomber tho days of old, and meditate upon tho 
works of God in connection with tho liistory of His church. It is 
a pleasant task to reconstruct tho jiast, to summon up out of tho 
long ago tho deeds and achievements of those who dwelt in this 
old to-wn, and to olotho again with flesh a-s it were those who 
helped organize and support, thia ancient church of Christ.

What typo of ])eoplo wcro represential by tho.so who lived then 
in this village? They were piou.s peoplo given to worship. They 
woro.tlu ifty peoplo with coinfortablo homes. 8o far as wo can as- 
cerhiin their houses wcro substantially built. They grow to tho 
soil and did not feel tho impulse so common in these latter days 
to wander away from homo and ehango their abode and locjition. 
They were a tliinking people and evidently believed in high think­
ing and plain li\'ing.

It was tho ago when great theological truths were preached in 
tho pulpit and discussed among tho peoplo. They had few books 
but what they had wore read and studied. They eanco to have 
schools and sohoolhouaos in timo but tho e.urriculuin or course of 
study viewed in tho light of today was narrow. They, however, 
madfl tho best possible use of tho opportunities they had. Tho so­
cial life of tho timo in which they lived was. rich, full and strong,
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iind yet filled wth class distinctions. TIio clergy and t.lio loading 
men of the coinmuiiity wcro sepnraied from the other eliisscs. 
And so there grew up in every comnmnity a class of people who 
were taught, to reverence their elders and those in authority, and a , 
hardy intelligent, independent, and thinking community grow 
in strength and character. Mon were dogmatic and somewhat in­
tolerant but they thought deeply, and could give a reason for the 
faith tluit was in them. Lot us betake ourselves back to those 
early days and seo once again what sort of a people it was that de- , 
tonnined in duo course of time to havo hero oliurcli privileges, 
build a meeting house and engage a minister. Godly people, they 
wanted to establish a center of religious worship like tbo Israol- 
itc.s of old whore they could wait upon God and pour out their 
hearts to Him. From tbo time when the place wiis first settled in 
IfiRO, the community increased in numlwra until the thought grow 
in their minds that the peojilo ought to havo n jiarish of then* own ' 
independent of Branford whither over an old well beaten path tho 
Northern farmers, as they were ealhul, took their way with their 
wives to tho old mother church. From about 1701 meetings wcro 
held hero with occasional preaching, in school-houses or private 
dwellings. It was a didlcult and unpleasant journey to Branford 
through tho foresis and swamjis and e.xposed to tho attacks of hos­
tile Indiana. The feeling grew greater until in 1717 an attempt 
was nifid(> by petition to tho Gi'iieral Asaenihly to have jiarish lines 
delinilely established for tho peopHi in the North part of tho town. ‘ 
Thia petition ajipears to havo been made in May 1717. A com- ’

. mitt<'(! was appointed by tho General Assembly to' take tho matter • 
into consideration and seo wludhcr tho Northeim farmi'rs could 
maintain and sup))ort a ministry. In October of the same year 
tl’.ia cominitleo re])ortcd that tho farmers wcro too small in nutn- 
bej'H for t.hta piu-poao, and yet that “it wa.s troublesomo to go to ' 
Branford to worshiji. So permiaaion was given them to main- 
tain a ministry at their own ohargo “for four months in tho year, 
for the spaco of threo years next coming”. They worn to pay to 
Branford only one third part as much as Branford people, and at 
tho end of three years wore to make further application. Cer­
tain bounds were mode for tho North Parish at that time although , 
these wcro changed. Such names as “Rose’s Meadow,” “Itattle- 
snake Rocks,” “SawmUl,” "Long Hili’* and "Cedar Sivamp” oo- 
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cur as marking and limiting theao bounds. Where all these places 
were located I am not able to state. Tho people not being alto­
gether satisfied these bounds were afterwards somewhat changed. 
The North furmers began to havo tho service.s of a minister for a 
much longer time during each year, until in tho autumn of 1722, a 
Pa.r.sonage lot was purchasd, ond October 8th, 200 acre.s were 
given by tho Proprietors for parsonage land.s near Great Hill. In 
172-1 May 12th, it wa.s voted by tho town to build a mw'ting liouso 
in tho North Farms as tho population of that part of the town had 
increased. This building was to bo 45 by 35 feet. Later in 1725 
there appears to havo been some tvoublo between tho North farm­
ers and those in the South iiart of tho town as to tho building of 
tbo now house. A committee W’as finally apiioinfed by tho Gen­
eral Assembly to adjust matiers if po.ssiblo, and in Oidober 1735 
thia body ordered that Branford help pay for tho now mooting 
houso voted in town meeting for tho North farmers in 1721. So 
tlio pariah in tho North part of tho town was soparatc'd from tho 
South, and collectors wore appointed in each section to collect the 
tax for tho support of each miniator and tho people on tho South 
side of tho bounds established were to pay flicir tax for tho sup­
port of tho old and those on tho North sido to tho support of tho 
now minister. Before thi.s time both ministers were aujiported by 
tho whole town. Tho building of a now church at the outset does 
not seem to have been brought about without somo strong opposi­
tion. A strong proti'st was made against it.

Tlie (piestinn of building a meoliug houso liaving betm settled 
at last-, three distinct sites wore proposed but finally it wa,s d(>t(>r- 
minod to locate it on the knoll on tho west sido of f he river at a 
place near Samuel Harrison’s. Tho spot was a few feet south of ' 
tho pre.seiit meel.ing houso. The edillco wus not fiiiislnal until 
1732. An interesting statement regarding the building of tho new 
church is that R6v. Samuel Russell of tho old church went up from 
Branford a-nd ofTered prayer at tho erection of tho franu? of the now 
odifloo. An accident occurred at that time which might ha ve bcim 
very serious. A heavy upright beam foH from Its position into tho ' 
midst of tho people. Fortunately no ono was struok or iniurtal by ’ 
tho falling timber. God thus sooms to havo watched over (ho ohnroh 
"O’la its very beginning. Tho pooplo now In 1726 had a church 
building In an unfinished condition, but a church in which to 
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iHont find a niinistor to jiroiioli to tliein, and sonio sort of an or- 
Rftiiiziition. It doos not app(.'ar what was tlio pnrfioular relation 
of tho minister to the chwrcli, or what was exactly the status of 
the organizailon. Probably there were dill’ercnt clergyman 

. preaching to tho people from time to time, until just before Mr.
M(?rrick’s time soino minister supplied tliom continuously. It is 
somewhat doubtful so far as I am able to nscerhiin whether the 
church was organi'zed earlier than 1737. Tho first definite state­
ment we have i.s tho shi.tomcnt in tho Colonial rccorils of tho Gen­
eral Assembly (1726—1735) wliich reads: upon tho petition of tho 
Inhabitants of tho North society in Branford this Assembly grants 
them liljcrty to iinbody themsolves into church estate, and to call 
and settle an orthodox minister among thorn with tho approbation 
of tho lu’ighbnring churches.

Wo have now a definite anti fixed date from which to reckon tho 
legal orgiiniziition of a church and ecclesiastical sociot.y in thi.s place, 
for thi.s not wtis passed in October 1727. AVo thus look back over 
onr church hisfor.y ono hundred and sovonty-fivo years, and oven 
morn when wo think of tho work put forth by tho God-fearing men 
anti women of old to establish and sot up and maintain tho tvorshi)) of 
God in these hordens. Peo])lo of good old Now England stock fol­
lowed out the religious instincts of tht'ir naturtts and fonndiMl 
tliis church whoso anniversary wo celebrate today. All honor to 
their memory 1 AVhat was the kind of building (Ir.sterected in Ibl.s 
palish IIS a me('i'ing hi'use? J(; was plain and nn]a'<d>enf<ious bot.ii 
within and Avithout. It had door.s on tho East, AVest and Bonili 
side.s Avitli circular steps made of stone leading up to tho thresh- 
held. Tho windows Avero many and tho panes of glass diamond ' 
shaped. It posse.ssed little architectural beauty to ciiiitivato tho 
public cyo. It stood firm and solid, a fitting typo of tho Puritan 
character. AA'ithin, the floor aviih a step boloAV the sills. TJio gal­
leries Avero high and shut in. Thoy extended around throe sides 
of tho church. The pulpit aviis also like most of tho pulpits of tho 
day, high and lofty. Tho minister aviih thus perched above his 
congregation and separated from them. A sounding board, a 
roof-shaped structure hung above tho puljjit and in biter years wo 
aro told it became tiio abode of huts who wore never molosled l»o- 
caAWo of tho difficulty of cleaning tho accumulated filth and dust . 
of tho years. Occasionally a bat would got loose and become u
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t cause of discomfort to t.ho congregatitm. Imagine tho si'usation 
1 of alarm occasioned by this event espi'clally to tho ladii'S. Tho
J poAvs wore box like ailairs. Those occupied by tho deacons were
j near tho pulpit. In tho earliest days men and Avomen did not sit
I together although tliis custom Ava.s afterwards alien'd as is cvi-
j' denced by tho stati'incnt of a vote on tho church records. Tho

' minister in these olden tinic.s aviis a man of authority, jjOAver and 
Influence. In many eiise.s his Avord was biAV, and he Avalked among

.. his people ns verily a man of consequence. His office aviis highl.y 
reverenced and the utmost respect accorded him. The early rec-

■ . ords of tho church up to 1709 are lost and so Avo aro somewhat un­
certain as to tho date of Mr. Menick’s ordination over the church

, in. this place as its first minister. Possibly ho aviis ordained in 
1720, but wo have no proof of that fact so far a.s I knoAv. lie avius 
evidently preaching to tho people hero in 1727. Tho date of hi.s 
death on his tombstone i.s 1772 and in the inscription are the Avords, 
the fort.y-third year of his ministry. Tho niitiu'al inferi'nce froin 
this statement aa'ouIiI ho that forty-three ycar.s eoA'crcd his minis- 

. , tei'liil life from tho time ho aviis ordained till tho time of his ih'ath.
Thia would indicate his ordination in tho year 1729 or 1730. IIoav- • 
over, this may bo afti'r tho desultory preaching of the year.s pre­
vious to 1727 tho Rev. .Tonatlian Merrick wits the first regular min­
ster. He came to the church in the vigor of young manhood, and 
remained among thi.s people HU hi.s death in 1772, .Tune 27. It

'• AVIIH hi.s onl.y charge. Mr. Merrick aviis born in .Springfield, Mitss. 
August 13, 1700. Ho gradualcd from A'alo College in 172.5, and

\ soon alter luiving studied tlieology came to this place. He lived
■ in a house framed at the e.xpenae of the town at Iho lime a fiamo 

' was made for tho old church. Tho house Avaa erected soon after.
• . . It stood on the site of tho house now owned and occupied by G;

, L. Ford, Esq. A largo farm Avas connected theroAvith Avhich Mr ' • 
, . • MeiTick conducted in connection with the Avork of tho ministry

• . . . Mr. Merririk'.s active ministry ended in 1709 in cons.'quence of a
piiralysiS Avhioh prevented tho exorcise of ministerial duties. Hi.s '• 
lastimldio not was to preside as moderator at a church meeting 
held February 23,1709, to appoint a day for tho ordination of the 
Roy. Samuel Eels his succossor. His signature appoar.s for tho ■ 
last time in tho handwriting of an old and onfoobled man on tho 
ohurcli rooords tls tho moderator of that mooting. Ho died Juno
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27, 1772, flgort 72 years and wius laid to rest, among the people ho 
had so long served, in tho old ceineh'ry which in tho year 1727 
had been laid out about tho old ohuroh according to tho ou.stoin of 
tho.so duys. I’orty-throo years ho lived in tins place and hi.s name 
remains unto this day. Ho wiia said to bo a man of flue preseneo 
and of largo staturo. EVoiu his word there sceiued to bo no dispo­
sition to appeal. An anccdoto is related of him which illustrates 
this. A Timothy Stono who afterwards beeanjo a minister taught 
school in this placo. Ono of tho pupils bccamo refractory and was 
thereupon vigorously dealt with by tho teacher. Tho father of 
tho boy was indignant and removed him at once from tho school. 
When this was oommunicjited to Mr. Mcn-ick ho summoned tho 
angry parent into his preseneo. Tho father immediately obeyed 
tho summons n.s ho dared not do otherwise, when the minister 
is said to havo addressed him in tho following words: “You teach 
robollion in school. It shall not bo so. I will have jmu know 
that I will put my foot on your neck. This rebellious spirit shall 
not bo tolerated.” Tho rebuke had tho desirtul effect and tho 
father meekly liowcd to tho minister’s will. This anecdote not 
only shows Mr. Merrick’s position in the community but as well / 
tho general roverenco in which tho clergy wore lield. . '

W hat a differonco between tho eighteenth century in Now 
England in this respect and today. Mr. Merrick was a Fellow of 
Yale College from Juno 1703 to September 1709. In tho theologi­
cal divisions of tho timo ho was identified with tho “Old Light” 
party. Evidently ho was a conservative. Ho left an esiate valued 
at 3,306 pounds showing that he must havo been a man of thrift 
and successful in tho business of farming. Ho married March 28, 
1731-2 Jeriisha Minor of Btoningtou, Conn., who survived him with 
several children. 81io died July 23, 1777, in her 7:)d year, A do- 
Bccndant of klr. Merrick in the soventh generation lives among us.

During tho ministry of Mr. Morriclc tho p(!oplo who resided In 
what is now Northford and who had boon attending church and 
burying their dead hero, in 17-16 wore sot off by tho General As- 
Boinbly as a distinct society.

Tho first deacon of this ohuroh was Benjamin Biu-nes, a man 
of piety and poverty os wo arc told. Ho was one of tho original in­
habitants of tho place. He died in 1740. Another deacon was 
Daniel Pogo, who lived near the summit of Slbbie’s HiU, a loco- ■ 
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tion not far from the present Center of North Branford. Ho was 
one of tho original setUers coming hero from Branford, and tho 
ancestor of tho prominent and induential family of that name tho 
members of which have filled from generation to generation down 
to tho present, import.ant ofhees by tho vote of their townsmen. 
Daniel Pago died in 1700. Later Ithiel Itussell and Barnabas klul- 
ford wero deacons. Deacon Mulford was a memlicr of Colonial As­
sembly in 1702. Ho was married by Mr. Merrick to Hannah, 
daughter of Edward Petty, in 1740. Tlieir terms of servico ex­
tended from Mr; Merrick’s period of ministry to that of kfr. Eel’s. 
Deacon Itussell’s descendants havo been helpful and prominent in 
tho church ministering to its needs. Ho died March 26, 1772. 
Other deacons worn Israel Baldwin some timo before 1741, Ebenezer 
Itussell in 1772, Aaron Ba.ldwinl778. Another Israel Baldwin 1798, 
David Russell in 1808. Tho mode of worship mis ovidi-ntly some­
what different from that of today. TJiero was appointed an individ­
ual whoso duty it was to read and tuno tho Psalm. Jonathan 
Butler, Jr., was first appointed to that olTico in 1732, and later 
Abid Linslej’- and Abraham 'Whedou wero chosen to that olfico.

There wero no musical instruments to help tho people in their 
service of praise and ono can imagine how solemn and serious and 
how bare of all that brighten.s tho worship of today wero t he services 
of that ancient time. 'The themes of the minister’s sermons wt-ro 
ovidentl.Y profoundly theological and Calvinistic in thought. But 
tho people listened wit h interi?st to solemn and weighty preaching, 
sitting together in cold a,s in warm weather to hear sermons 
whoso lengt h would not bo tolorated by an audience of this mod­
ern day. Wo wonder sometimes how people or minister kept 
warm in cold weal.her during these long Sabbath services. Per­
haps they listened so attent ividy to tho preacher as to ignore tho 
chilly a tmosphero of tho houso and when at noon t hey repaired to 
tho Babhath day houses neiu- tho church l.hey absorbed heat enough 
perhaps from tho wood flro near which they sat and nto their 
lunch, to last them during tho afternoon. They must havo boon 
hardy mon and women who wore trained to endurance and did not 
easily yield to tho ditlloultios and burdens of their lot.

It would bo interesting if wo kuow tho names of thoso who 
first belonged to tho church and their number but tho record was 
lost and wo aro unable to find them. Up to tho yem* 17C9 Mr.



MpiTfcfc IW wo Iinyo inonfionort Iind boonablo to tako euro of bis 
elinrcJi Avitli oeeiisioinil lielji from otln'r iMuiiaiora, but in that 
year ii alroko of paralysis ineapaeitah’d liiin for aetivo sorvico 
longer. JTis long and tisofnl fiorvieo Avaa at an end and it be.canio 
ni’cessarj' to look about for a sue,c(;ssor.. That ma.n Avas found in tbo 
Rev. Samuel Eels, the son of tbo Rev, ]5d ward Eels of Middletown. 
Ho wn-s born in tbat])laco Januai-y 13, 1745 and graduated from Yalo 
Gollego in 17C5. Ho Avas ordained hero Marcb 20, 1709. Tlio Sth 
of klarch ocoording to a custom then pre.A-ab'nt had been oljsorved • 
as a day of fasting and ])rnycr, in rc'ferenco to tlu^ ordination. Two 
sermons were preached on that, day, ono by the Rev. Pbilomon 
Robbins of Branford, and the other by tbo Rov. Warham Williams 
of Northford. On the day of ordination Mr. Eels, tbo father of 
the ncAA' pastor iireacbed tbo sermon. Mr. Eels had a settlement, 
at tho timo of his ordination of 200 pounds beside materials for 
building a house and liarn. This house is still standing and is 
occupied by Mr. and Mrs, Albert Q. Platt’.s family. Mi\ EeLs en­
tered upon his ministry under favorable auspices. He found a 
church of seventy-seven members Avhoso names aro given on tho 
church records. Mr. EelsAvas a man of much ability, kindly and 7 
genial among his people and Avelcomed by them in their homes. ■ ' 
He pi-aoticed to some exhmt iw a physician. Ono would judge • 

. from the ani'cdotes r<dat('d of him that ho Avas a man of good coin- ' * , 
mon S(*Tisc, a man Avho loA’<*d a joko and Avhose sympa.thi(*.s avcu'o 
eiLsily mov(!d toward tho ])eop](5 of his parish. He Avas, too, a man • 

.of patrioiic spirit. When luiws camo in (ho early part of 1777, 
during tbo R(?volu(ionary War that nun-o (.roops av(to AA-antcd 
from Connecticut to assist Washington near Ncav York ho Avas ono 
of the most active in forming a company. Tho noAVS camo on Sun­
day. He ga.vo out tho intelligence from the pulpit, and called on 
al] Avlio Avere Avilling to answei- tho call foj* more mon, to form on' 
tile Green before tJio mcetijig-houso immediately after sorvico. 
Tliero Avas a ready response. At tho conclusion of tho service a 
company of 00 men was organized and Rov. Samuel Eels Avas 
chosen ca,ptain. It does not apia'ar that tlieir services Avero needed 
hut tho prompt rcH])onso of tlicso patriots to tho appeal made is 
worth noting. Mr. Eels avos a minister but ho was also a man and a • 
patriot. Dmnng Mr, Eels ministry tho ohuroh adopted tho "Half* 
way Covenant’’ os.it was called. Mr. Eols doos not appear to have
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been fully in sympathy Avil.h thia covenant. Thia Ilalf-AvaA’’ Cov­
enant to (piote the words of the Rev. Georg.^ I. Wood in bis e.xrxd- 
lent Historical Discourse Avas "a regulation by Avbieh individuals 
m the congregation Avbo had arrived at adult year.s Avilhout tho 
seal of baptism Avero to bo baptized U])on their iirofessing the faith 
of tlie Gospel and being free from public scandal, without coming 
to full communion with tho church; that is without participating 
m tho ordinance of tho Lord’s 8upper; and by Avhich they were 
permitted to have baptism administered to thdr children". Other ’ 
churches than this iidophid tho same covenant but it soon fell into 
disuse. In 1770 Ithiel Russell and William Wheadon were ap- 
IKimtcd choristers. Eivo years later we have notice of a singing 
master and a singing school. Later in 1784 there was a body of 
singers m c.xistenco who were seated by vote in the front seats of 
tho gallery. In 1702 there wiw a musical society in tbi.s iiluee and 
a .sum of money was ap,,ro])riated from tbo treasury of the societv . -. 
to procm-o books for that .society. In 1790 tho singers Avere to 
tha7tr 1 ^’’1 i«29 •

I am able to ascertain.Wo thus SCO how tbo musical portion of the church service ad­
vanced from tho leading of tlio congregation by one appointed to' • ' 
tho oniee to a body of singers ocoujiyiiig tho gallery and directed 
by Kintablo choristers. It i.s worthy of note (hat in Mr. Eds’ timo 
a comimtteo Avas appointed to dignify tho pcAvs, that is to deter 

might bo properly observed and tho dignitaries of the place re 
ceivo their proper sit.tings. Mr. Eels ministered hero for
Xssor’to toheo """ '
cesHoi in onieo. Iho number received intn flm nbuvz.K i ■ i- 
mil,ishy ,v„» 1(11, In n,MlHo„|„l,ia
BCvvod for n lil.flo l.inui no ii n,jH..ionnrv in wliiitiviis tlinn r'in\’oi^

supplying their pulpito in thoir absenco. Mr. Eeb hdt the ebn 
in good condition for his successor, tlw Rov. Cliarles Atwater Hn 
was born in Now Huven August 18. 1780. tho so^otl
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.Tcrcmiiih T, Atwnfer. Ho graduated from Yalo College in 1805, ' ■
studied tlinology under Win first Prnsidout Dwight and was or­
dained here March 1st, 1809. Tiio day set a])art for fasting and. 
prayer was February 22, 1809. Bov. Aaron Dutton of Guilford 
and Bov. T. P. Gillett wore to preach the sorinona. Bov. Mr. 
Atwater was to receive $150 per annum. Bov. Samuel Mowin of ’ 
Now Haven preached the ordination sermon. Wliilo hero Mr. At­
water lived in the house now used as a parsonage, and thia house 
was built by him in 1809. Mr. Atwater wm a man of command­
ing figure, portly and erect. Ilia voice was loud and clear. Ono 
lady now deceased, who in hor later years was spen.lring of him, 
said his voice wiis like tho sound of a tnuupot. He was a successful . i 
preacher and juinistcr. In tho year 3821 thero was an oxtensivo ro- j
ligiousttwaknning. Forty-fivo wore added to tho church. Ninety- .|
six were rewived into tho church dm-ing tho 3 6 years of his ministry.. . (
Ho died February 21, 1825, at tho early ago of 39. Ho was much 
lK)love.d by his people. Tho funeral took place from tho church . 
on February 23. A largo concourse of pcojdo gathered together.
Ncighlwring pastors were in'csont to take jjort in tho solemn sor- • 
vices. The sermon was preached by Mr. Gillett of Branford from ./. • 
Idatt-how 21:41. Ho was buried near his jn-cdecessor.s in ofilco. 
Thus tlie.so fir.st three paslor.s sleep side by side in this place.
They held their ofileial po.^ilion during their life time, living and i 
working and dying amid their iieopli'. They aro tho only ones j
of all tho pa-s(.ors who.so ri’inains were laid away mair the old !
church they served so long and faithfully. A tablet has been j 
placed in tho church to tho memory of Bev. Charles Atwater by 
his son, tho late George M. Atwater, Esq., of Brightwood, Mass. 
Mrs. Atwater, the wiilow' of Bov. Charles Atwater, and a woman 
of most attractive Christian character, married Mr. Abijah Fisher 
of New York city in 3827 and died Octobi'r 33, 1870, in the 90th 
year of her ago. Two sous of Bov. Mr. Atwater (ire still living. 
Dr. D, F. Atwater of Springfield, Mass., and James 0. Atwater, • ■ j 
INq., of New York city. Of tho revival in 1821 wo have very in- j 
teresting aec<)unts in tho diary of tho late Dea. T. B. Palmer ex­
tracts from which luvvo been given mo. Ho says under tho date 
March 23~'‘Whocver saw in this place such an attention paid to 
religion I Such numbers flocking to tho church of Christ.” April 
8, 1821—He says—“Boligion has produced its glorious effect in
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some degree—About fifty have aijparontly bccomo tho avibjccts of 
graco. April 22—Ho says—Religion seems to bo tho predominant 
actuating principle of many and prayer meetings aro held. Tho 
last evening there wore three held in different pirts of the society, 
notwithstanding tho weather being bad. May 11—He says—^Tho 
alteration in tho society is great and such an ono as all tho twenty 
yoar.s of my life never witnessed and indeed such a ono as nover 
boforo took pkw;c”. Thi.s condition coniima^d until tho autumn 
when twenty young people woro united with tho church milking 
forty-five in all. Tho church at thia time ho says consisted of ono 
hundred-fifteen members. I give also tho following interesting 
oxti-acta from tho diary—Under tho date September 3 1821 ho 
says—“this oviming being sot apart for prayer I attend. Tho 
wind already blowing strong. Tho wind, howovi'r, increased till 
about half-past eiglit when such a violent gust came it seemed ns 
If all would go with it. Tho windows of tho meeting house luanj’’ 
of them woro blomi out, tho door burst open, tho lights woro im­
mediately put out and so awful and terrifying a moment I nover 
experienced. Wo, however, secured tho door and thought it our 
duty to repair to our dwellings. Tho wind continued till about 
twelve with increasing rapidity. Wliat carried tho greater terror 
and alarm was a light in tiio west. It, however, iirovi-d to bo 
Deacon Bussell’s barn with its contents on ilro. The’wind grad­
ually died away but not without h'living the marks of a destruc­
tive hurricane. Tho nldi'st person never experienw'd so destruc­
tive a storm of wind.” This is an account of the famous Btqih'ui- 
ber galo of 3821. I give it not oulj' for it.s connection with tho re­
vival your in thi.s place, but also because it is an interesting de­
scription of a romarkablo ovent. In tho year 1822, March 1, Dea­
cons Russi'll and Baldwin resigned and on August 25, of that year, 
Daniel Wheadon and Sydney Alden woro inducted in to tlie otlleo 
of Deacon. November 1, 1822, communion cups were purchased. 
Mr. Atwater’s ministry was u fruitful one, and tho church was 
built up and strengthened.

Now camo a time when different ministers woro heard but no 
regular pastor engaged. Tho pooplo hoard sovoral with satisfac- 
tion but woro unablo to soouro their services.: In 1820 tho num- 
bor of pooplo in North Branford villago was 626 constituting 
about 100 familios. This is an iutorosting faob. But thoro was
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no ono to niinistor confinonsly in tlio pastoral oflioe to those peo­
ple, and thia stato of things lasied until the year 182R. ,Tnno 9 of 
that year Jwlson A. Boot was called to settle with them in the 
Gospel ministry (us the phrase was) on a salary of $100 annually. 
At first he would not accept the call hut after a second call and an 
interview with the committee of the church lie conaenied to come 
and Octoher 15, 1828, ho was ordained pastor of the church. For 
a littlo over tliree years the pulpit had been supplied fromSahhath 
to Sahhath and now once again they had tho services of a regular 
pastor. Tho Rev. Mr. Merwin of New Ha ven preached tho ordi­
nation Hermon from Ephesians 4:11-12. Tho ordination services 
were very interesting. At fii'st Mr. Root occupied tho house now 
owned hy Deacon S. D. Bartlett hack of tho church, hut soon built 
tho house now owned hy Elizur Foote, Esq., whore he resided dur­
ing his stay hern, Mr, Root preached at his coming in tho old 
church hut it had hecomo unfitted much longer for use. It had 
been repaired from time to time, but it seemed now as if a now 
strueturo was needed. Tlu'ough tho influouco of Mr. Root the 
matter was agitated. At a. Society meeting held February 8, 1830, 
$2,000 were subscribed toward a now meeting house. The amount 
needed was $3,500. February 21, 1830, at a Hocicty meeting a 
committeo reported $2,295 subscribed and it was voted to build a 
now house and to commeneo its erection ujjon tho subscription of 
$2,500. Tho new house was to ho fifty feet long, thirty-six feet 
wide and twenty-two feet high with steeple. It was to ho located 
at or near tho place where tho old house stood, 'J'here was very 
little oppositif)!! to tho building of a new church and on March 7, 
1830, the peojdo began cutting timber and making preparations to 
build. Then May 25, 1830, tho cast part of tho old meeting house ■» 
was turned into a joiner’s shop tho seats being taken up. May 
20 the digging commenced for a hnseiiumt and tho stah'nuuit is 
made that no spiril.s were brought on to tho grounds. August 11, 
1830, (Wednesday) the poojdecommenced at eight o’clock to raise 
tho meeting house (according to diary of Deacon T. R. Palmer) 
ofh-r singing and jirayer hy Mr. Root. Services on tlai foundation 
commcjux^d with tho tune "Italian lijnnn." Prayer was offered 
and "Old Hundred" sung. On tho 12th and 13 of Augusttho work 
of raising tho frame was continued. It was flnishod on tho 14th 
after four and one-half days suocossivo labor. Tho pooplo then
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sung “Ohl give thanks" Mr. Root offered prayer, and the tune 
*• Dismission’’ was sung. "During these days of danger” (1 
quote from Dtjaeon Palmer’s iliary) “no accident has happened. 
Tho husines.s ha.s gone on regubir and without, noise and tumult. 
No ardent spirits brought on or fm’nished on tho occasion. Much 
liarmOny and good feeling exists at tho present time.” The ac­
count of tho raising of tho frame i.s extremely interesting as show­
ing how thi.s work had its religious side and was regarded as in 
somo sort a religious work. Tho peo])le built tho house for tho 
Lord. November G, 1830, si.x nionth.s aftei’ tho carpenters Ix'gan 

i raising the frame tho new house wa.s enclosed. Mr. Volney Pierco
i was tho contractor. December 18 of tho samo year it was plas-
j tercd. January 12, 1831, an organ was placed in tlii, church pur-
i chased bj' a company of ten individuals at a cost of $120 with tho
! expectation that tho Socitdy would then tako it. Mr. Russell
: Clark wa.s tho organist. February 27, 1831, tho people nu'ct in
i' tho old chuich for tho last time. February 28 tho old building

was pulled down. Tho timber.s were found to bo very rotten. 
; When tho rubbish was cleaned away a stump was found almost. 
. perfect after remaining under tho floor for upward.s of a century.

Tho material of tho old building was sold for about $82. March 13, 
i 1831, tho people met in tho now basement for tho first, time and on
i April 28, 1831, the new mooting house wa.s dedicated. The ser-
’ mon was preached by Professor Fitch of Yah^ College. Tho day
j . ■ was (piito stormy and very few were present. The pcoplo worn
I now provided with a now nuxiting house and necessary appoint-
j menu. Interesting religious services were held for four days bo-
! ginning May 18, 1831. Tho meetings were well attended. Tho
I pooplo gatlanod together at flvo o’clock in the morning to begin
j tho day’s sorvico with a prayer meeting. Miwtings wore held later

at 10:30 o'cliKik, also in tho afternoon and in tho evening. There 
i was much religious interest manifest and tho people crowded tho 

church., ■ ,
Mr. Root continued with tho people about si.x year.s and was 

dismissed at his own requt'st in 18:14 probably on Oelobor 15. 
Fifty-eight woro recolvod into tho olmrch'during his pistorato.

Tho year 1831 was marked by tho formation of tho town of 
North Branford which together with Northford was sot off from 
Branford os a town. This fact is worth recording.
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in his sncnossorIfnv. Henry B. Oi nip Avho wns onhiined July !10, j835. Ho 
graduated at Yalo in 1831. His stay was short. Ho was threat­
ened with consumption and folt himsoE obliged to retire from the 

Accordingly ho was dismissed Octo- 
IBT 9, 18,10 after a pastorate of a lii.tlo over one year. Ho took up 
the. work of teaching in Hartford and died there February 10 1880 
aged seventy. After lii.s dismission different preachers ’ were 
heard. Colls were given to a Rev. William Bushnell and later to ' 
Rev. Rollin Stone but both declined tho calls made to them It 
wa.s not until January 17, 1838 that the Rov. John D. Baldwin was 
installed as pastor of tho church. He was a man of ability and 
did efflcient service for tho church. Ho studied theology at Yale 
and camo hero from North Woodstock, Connecticut, where ho was 
ordained to the niinish-y. Up to this tinio the ministers had lived 
in houses owned by thimiselves but now it was proposed to pur­
chase a convenient house and lot for tho uHo of tho pastor. TJie '► 
proixisal was to raise tho sum of $1,200 by subscription "by divid- . 
iug said sum into forty-eight shares of $25 each to be expended by 
said subscribers or by their committee for the above piiriiose and / 
when so exjicnded to bn iLscd for tlio above specified object.” AU 
transfers of stock were to be determined by a majority of two- 
thirds of the stockholders pri'sent a t a legally warned mooting each 
share being entitled to one vote, tho projierty being held as “ien- 
ani.s in eominon." It was uiub'rstood that tho present pastor, Rev. 
John D. Baldwin, should have a rigid, to ]mvchaan said pro])orty 
in part or whole at first cost or on such otlu'r terms as ho and said 
subscribers should agree. It doe.s not api)ear that Mr. Baldwin 
ever bought tho place although his name is on the list of subsorib- 
ers. Ho took two shares. March 30, 1838, the Parsonage prop­
erty consisting of two acres of land and the buildings tlu'reon was 
dci’ded to Samuel F. Russell, Allx'rt Harrison, and Luther Chid- ‘ 
Key, committee of tho Parsonage Association by Jasjicr Monroe 
and Betsy Munroe. The same property was deeded by tho Parson­
age Association to tho first Congregational Society of North Bran­
ford, Juno 10, 1845. Thus in that year tho niinister had a convon- . . ' 
ient house in which to live and tho edifice then piirolinsed and now . 
occupied as a Ptirsonago htus boon tho homo of tho pastors of this 
chiu-oh over since; Mr. Baldwin remained hero six years and was
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dismissed at his own request July 3, 1844. Hosubse.qw'uily served 
a church in North KilUngly (as the place was then called, now 
East Putnam.) He afterwards embarked in newspaper-work and 
idtimatoly became liklitor of the “Worcester Spy.” He was abso 
Mt'.mber of Congrt«s.s from Massachusetts from 18G3-G9. He died at 
hi.s homo in Worcester, Mass., July 8, 1883, aged sev(>nty-t.hreo 
years. Hi.s widow is still living, and two sons. Mr. Baldwin was 
also an author. Among his books are a History of Ancient Amer­
ica and a book of iioems. It was in the y(!ar 1838 during lUr. Bald­
win’s past-orato t.hat Thomas Plant was chosen deacon in place of 
Deacon David Russell who resigned.

Tho church was not long without a minister after Mr Bald­
win left them. The Bov. (h'orge I. Wood came hero as ijiilpit, sup­
ply December 1844. Ho was a graduate of Yalo College in tho 
year 1833. Ho was a relation of tho third iiastor of the church 
Rov. Charles Atwater. Ho was i)ast-or of several churclu's iK'foro 
ho camo hero and of several others after his dismission. Ho was 
tho author of tho udmirablo hi.storical discourse regarding tho 
church hero from whie.h many of tho fact.s of this sermon uro 
taken. Ho died in Washington, D. C., at the homo of bis daugh- 

; . ter, Mrs. W. Iiwing Vinal, in 1899 aged oighty-flvo. He has a son. 
Captain Oliver Ellsworth Wood, connected with the Japanese Em- 
bassy. During Mr. Wood's pastorate Deacon Thomas Plant ro- 
signed his olllce and y^imuel F. Russell and Luther Cbidse5' were 
chosen to serve as dcauions. During Mr. Wood’.s pastorale tfai con­
fession of faith of the church was amemh'd according to the stah’- 
mont on tho record.s so as to "recognize tho Divinity of Cbrisk and 
tho necessity of regeneration by the Ifoly sinrit.” idr. Wood 

,' preached his farewell sermon Juno 23, 1850, and the church was 
again without a pastor. Cno was soon found in the Ihn-. Whit­
man Peek, who came hero March 4, 1851. Like his predecessor 

, ho was not instiilled. Ho graduated at Yale College in 18.!8. Ho 
was hero a little over four ytsi-rs leaving his charge June 21, 185^5. 
Ho died In 1894. Tho Rov. George I, Wood again supplied tiio 
oliurch at tho earnest dosivo of the people. Ho romaimsl with them 
until 1859 -whon tho Rov. William Curtis roeeivcal a c;ill to settle 
In tho Qospol ministry. Ho accepted tho call and was installed as 
pastor, Dooombor 23, 1859. During his pastorate the parsonage • 
■was thoroughly romodolod through his efforts. . Ho was an indo- 
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I»-«>cher. n« like tho • 
of YnH r n prece(h-(l hi,,, in H,o iiastonil offleo was a g,-a<lw.to 
of Yalo College. He graduated in 1840. Ho resigned tho nas(-or..t« ' 
and wa.5 dismissed Oefober 2, 1807. Ho afterwards seriod ofcbL 
churches and Inter took up hisresidcnco in this plneo which he rep-

’-0 till hi?dS 
1900 ,Ld ei hT hero November 2,
bv th^v Y Ho Avas followed
1 i graduated fi-om Yale College in
?“■’■'r" , Y"?'’”, ehi.sse„s. Mr. Clark came hero
n 18Cz and remained ten years. H,, wn.s a successful p.ustor and • 

piencher. His pastorate, was a pleasant one and ho was much be­
loved by tho people. He was a man of literary ability. Among 
his books is '‘Fundamental Questions” a book discussing imiior- ’ . 
tant theological topics. Ho also wvoto a history of Turkey. Dur­
ing his stay hero over fifty united with tho church. A pulpit ro- 
ces.s was added to tho church edifice in 1870 or 71 and a new pulpit 
was given by Mrs. Thomas Plant. A chost to hold tho ciumnim- 
ion service W(us bought in 1874 at a coat of $12.BO. Mr. Clark was 
much interested in all town nlfairs, and school matter.s and did 
much to serve tboir inloreats. Ho resigned tho pastoral ofiioo in 
1877 much to tho regret of the people. Ho served afterwards 
other churches, but is now living in I'eliromcnt from all active ser­
vice at Dalton, Mass., with hia most I'stiinablo wife. In 1870 ho 
preached an hiat,,rical discourso to which I am much indebted for 
facts used in tins sermon. Following him camo tho I?4,v. J. W. 
Beach who remaiia-d with tho churc.b but a abort time. He cinio 
in 1877 and served tho chm-eh a littlo over a year when he was. 
obliged to go away for his health. Hoiiing for hia recovery tho 
church was supplied by various ministers until 1880 wlicn tho Itov. 
D. N. Prent ice was called to tho chm-ch. Mr. Ikuich afterward.s bo- 
camo a teacher in Windsor Locks and Norfolk, Conn. Ho w,us a 
graduate of Yalo in 1804. Ho was a man of scholarly attainments 
and his departure was deeply regi’etted. Ho died February'21 
1887 aged forty-four. Jtrs, Beach, his widow, is living in Now 
Haven.

Mr. Ih-ontico was a graduate of Yalo in tho class of 1872. Ho 
served tho church for two years from 1880 to 1882. His sermons ' 
wore much enjoyed by the people with whom ho labored. Ho ro- 
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sidc.s in (h-cnnfield Hill, Conn., without charge. December 3 
1882, tho preaent incumh.mt entered upon hia term of acrvico with 
tins cluu-ch. Ilia ia tho third oldest pastorate which this church 
has had. It will bo twenty years thia coming December since the 
present minister began hia work here. During that period of act- . 
vice ninety havo beep rc'oeived into tho church, mostly from tho 
young ])eopln. Thia number of members received is two more than 
tho total membership of tho church when tho present pasfoi- camo, 
The memlH'j'shij, now ia ono hundred and two. In 1884, Oetolx'r 23 
a Christian Endiaivoi- Soeii'ty was organized, tho fli-.st one so far 
as known in thi.s vicinity and only three year.s after tho begin­
ning of tho Christian Endeavor niovemontin thi.s country Tho 
(ilnu'ch building has been twice renovated. January 16, 1.8,S7 our 
now and phsisant chapel located msir tho clnu-eh was dedijatod 
Tho coat of thia chapel was nearly $1,700 most of whioh was con­
tributed by Mrs. «eoi-go Roso and Mrs. Thoma.s Plant. And so wo 
have reached tho 17Bth ycsir of church history in this village of North 
Branford. During all this period, longer than the period of tho 
exiatenco of tho United Statea, tho church has had thirteen paa- 
tors, and overy ono of them received a degree from Yalo Co11(«ro

. or University as it is now. All are graduates of that institution 
winch ia a fact worth noting. In the first ninety-eight vea,-.s of 
tho church H history from 1727 to 1825 the pastorate was filled bv

In the last soventy-soven y<>ar.s, from 1825 to 
1902 ten pastors servd tho church. No country church. I may 
safely say has had in the past a more e.veelleut aueeesaion of 
religiou.s lead«n-H. They ha vo becm without e.veeption men of cul­
ture and ability ami one wa.s a fellow ef Yalo College and others 
havo VTilten books. The d.-aeona of the.so more modern days 
have been 1 R Palmer, 1870, from whoso diary I have receivS 
much help, Charles Page, 1870 now a clergyman in active .service 
nr i””,senator from tho Sixth District- G 
C. L nslcy, 188.t, and S. D. Bartlett 1900. Tho mini.stera raised up 
died 170!) graduate of Yale College 1760, •
died 1700. Roger irarnson, Yalo College 1701, died 185.'), author 
of tho hymn tuno Weymouth" sung hero today-Fo,sdick Harri- ’ 
son honorod with a degroo from Yalo in 1810—Lovi Roso and 
Charles Page now among us and pastor of tho ohm-oh in Foxon.

I wish I had time to sot forth tho vlrtubs and sorvicos of tho
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old fn;nili('s many of whoso doscondants aro still ninonk ns, of 
tho nnsaolls descnndnnts of the Rov. Samuel Russell minister at 
Branford in 1C87, deacons and helpers in tho church, of whom 
Erastus Russell and Eunice, his wife, loft a fund to the church 
for tho maintenance of tho Qosplo; also of Miss Martha Russell a 
talented woman who has wTil.teu hooks of fiction, poetry, etc.; of 
tho Roses, Captain Jonathan Rose, meinher of tho constitutional 
convention of 1818, of Col. George Rose, state senator in 1858, rep­
resentative from tho to'.vn at different times, both mon of weight 
and influonco and means, and others of that name worthy and em­
inent; of tho Pages who gave freely their services for church 
and community; of tho HaiTisons, and Liuslcys, of Russell Clark ■ 
and others. If I should hogiu I should hardly know whero to ' 
stop. I would like to speak also of those who at tho presont day 
aro worthily taking tho place of those who havo been so eminent i. 
horo. Thia place should bo proud of its past, and ahould try to 
wisely improve tho inheritago and hand it doum unimpaired to 
those who aro to como after.

It now remains for mo to sketch tho history of our Sunday- 
school which deserves a placo by ilaolf, an account of which I get .. J 
from a paper written by T. R. Palmer. In tho year 1820, May ■ i 
1*1, in tho twelfth year of Mr. Atwatei-’s ministry, after tho sub­
ject had been laid bidoro the congregation by him, tho children 
and youth gathered togotbor in the nuading house at tho iutxu-mis- 
sion for Sunday-school instruction. Prtn-ious to that timo relig­
ious instrue.tion bad boon conflni'd to tho toaelnng of tho Assein- 
bly’s Catechism and tho Lord’s Prayer in the public schools on i
Saturday of each week. When tho schools wero not in session the t
children soinotimes gathered in tho meeting bouse and wero cate- j
chivxsl by tho minister or dominio as ho was called. TIio ohildron ; , 
arid youth on tho 2 lth day of May camo together and sat in those ' 1
old pow.s which it has boon said have been lilconed to shoop pons 
so higli tliat a twelvo-ycar-old boy could not look over thorn. i’ 
There was no special Sunday-school organization as wo know it to­
day. Tho school, if you can call it so, oponod with prayer by ono f;
of the deacons. Tho loasons wero chapters or parts of chapters of >
tho Now Testament, and Psalms such os teachers and scholars 
chose to learn. Versos wero oommittod to memory and rocltod to 
the teaohors ,who mode such explanations and comments os they
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thought best. Tho school continued through tho warm season 
beginning i)orbaps in April and closing in Octobew. Tho school 
continued in this condition till 1827 when a Rev. Mr. Smith, who 
TO temporarily supplying tho pulpit and was a gnsat friend of 
tho Sunday-s(diool reorganized tho school, forming a Sunday- 
school Sotuety with a President, Vice-President, Secretary, Ti-eas- 
urer and Librarian with a board of five Director.s and five Di- 
rc(!trc.ssihs. Tlu'so olllcers wero appointed at each Annual meeting 
and constituted a board of managers. They sideotod tho superin- 
tondento and toachors. All who joined tho Sunday-school Society 
paid twelve and one half C(5nta which was u.sed to buy library 
books. When tho Sunday-school closed in October those who 
could present a cortificato of good character had the privilege of 
drawing boolra from tho library dxu’ing thowinter months. The fii-st 
President W.W David Russell, and the first Superintendent wa.s 
Deacon yheadon. Tho people seemed to take great interest in 
the Sunday-school. They began to use question book.s about this 
timo. About ono hundred and three between tho age,s of four and 
eighteen comprisisl tho Sunday-school. In 1854 or 50 wlum tho 
^)v. W. Peck was pastor, tho school wtus again reorganizi'd when 
it would seem that ollleers were chosen by the (ihurch. At pres­
ent they aro ohosen by the school. Alsmt tho timo of Mr. Peck’s 
piustoralo the school held its se.ssions during the yi'ar. Among

Foi l, (l b Liiysh'y, Isaac Llnsley, R. B. At present tho 
pastor of the church holds that olllco. The school w.L nrobabto 
one of the earliest to be organized in tho United States.
wen^tnTf? ynnday-suhool have gono on doing their work 
u 11 till the year 1002. God hath blessed both, and as wo look 
buck over tho long years of tho church and Sunday-school lot S
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ADDRESS OF* QREETIIXa

By Rev. T. S. DevICt, D. D., Rastor of the • ;

'ConareuntlotiQl Church, Oi-anford

S Bring yon tl.o grcoHngfl of tlio old mother clmrch in Branford , 
—Your motljor ia 258 years old but she aenda you -svord, 
in language not altogether claasio, that "Sho's juat as young

^a aho used to he,” I bring yon tho greetings of the oldest chnrcli j: 
in the Now Haven East Conaoeiation, and ineidontally, as its Mod- ’ 
orator, the greetings of that Conaoeiation now J 93 years of ago. I 
bring yon the guietinga of a church than which there are but ton 
ohler in the atato of Connecticut. Rev. Samuel Rnaaell, one of my 
diatinguished prtideccaaors in the paaioral onico at Branford, wiia 
here and made the prayer at the framing of your ilrat meeting 
bouse and it is iil>ting that I should stand hero now in the name of 
the old church. Wo como here with our younger daughter, the ’ 
church in Stony Creek, the cliild of our old age, and with your 
daughtor and io our granddaughter, tho church in Northford, to 
congratulalo you upon a century and threo-quartors of noldo his­
tory. Wo are proud of yon. We arc glad of your vigorous life 
today, Somo of our iniral churches appear to bo suiTering a do- 
cliuo in religion; In reality it is mertily a doollno of populaiiion in 
tho vicinage, and so tho vigor and thrift and power of this ohuroh 
in tlicso times is till tho moro nottiworthy. Groat changes have 
taken place in tho thought and customs of tho people during your 
ocolosiastical lifetime, soino of which are a groat gain and some 
aro qnestionahlo. Formerly distances were mousurod from the



cliurcJi; now nro nounhnl from Hio tavern. Once the jiolitical 
HtaUi wiLA nitiili’ np in tlin Congri'gnfional, ■whioh vh-m Hie 8lato 
church; now It ia fixed in tho saloon. Thon tho oliiof roligioua 
mon woro a jxjwi'r in i>olltic.a hut tho saloon vote and not tho '' 
church vote la tho great forco io ho reckoned with in theao 
tlniea. Yet thia la not nltoguthur so and wo have yet many great 
ndigioua and mural leadera iiromlnent in tho politica of our coun­
try. An illuatration in point ia on thia platform in tho poraon of 
Ilov. Charlea Pagt’ of Foxon, a memher of thia church, tho Ropuh- 
llean nuinlneo fur acmator from tho Sixth Diatrict of Connecticut. 
Beranso of Ida valient aorvioo aa chairman of tho Committco on 
Temiwraneo in tho last Houao of Ropreaontativoa, tho saloon mon 
aro said hr lar alter Ida aealp hut in tho name of aocial rightooua- 
nea,a I ivak you at tho coming election in Novemher to see that ho 
takes Ida seat aa aonator hy a aafo majority. (Ho was elected hy 
a largo majority.)

I am very glad in theao tlmoa that tho aifaira of tho church 
arc not in tho hands of tho town. When wo have to fight ao hard 
in town meeting for good roada and a decent apiiropriation for 
puhlio aehoola, I wonder what would hecomo of a proposed appro­
priation for a ndniahrr’a salary. Brother Countryman and I 
would need to glvo up in despair if our bread and huttor was 
contingent upon tlio action of a town meeting.

1 am proud of tho i»oaition I <x;eupy. I am not 1)y heredity 
hut i)y election, chosen inU» a long Uno of distinguished apostolic 
Bueeesslon. Creat int'U have gone hoforo mo in the ministry in 
Branford, and I have not time to notx, tho ineriLs of each. At th(» 
Bl-Cenl4'nnlal of Yale University last year, 1 was glad to seo 
played on tho Htag<5 and hear recounted tho story of that historic 
translation in tho study of tho homo of Rev. Samuel Russfdl whon 
in 1700 he with ten other minish'rs of this shito, in prophecy and 
in hoiMi, laid soinn hooks on tho tahlo each saying: "I give these 
IxKjks for tho founding of a collogo In this colony”. Thus tho 
old church and Its minister aro link(>d into tho odueational lifo of 
Now England, America, and tho world. •.

After Mr. Russell anno Philemort Rohhins Into tlio pastorate. 
Mr. Rohhins was an earnest promotor of tho “Grt'at Rovlvul" 
in Now England, a lovor of isnioo hut a lovor of liberty as ho 
loTod lifo and nioro than ho lovod ixjooo. Whon tho tihoro Lino
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■ GeZ-m WhHfi ” r’-'’‘vehinE of tho great evangelist,
vob?nf to prench in Branford hy the
vote of tho Society taken August 18, 1744, tho voto being 20 yeas 
to 0 nays. All honor to tho church and town and to its hwoio 
hroad-imnded mmister fortheir liberal position luophetie of too 
days in which wo livo. Tins was in too midst of seven stormv 
years tor Philemon Rohhins. In. those days no regular ministe^ 
could by law preach within tho parish of another clcrgjunan wito- 
Rist uVol’r”^"
Ristor Rohhins received an invitation from a little Baptist flock to 
Wallingford to preach for them, and seeing no moral or gospel re^ 
son for not doing so, ho accepted tho invibitiou for Jan 6 "174^. 
on .Tan. 6" he was warned hy two duly signed letters from tho 
Congregational Cluuch in Wallingford not to preach for tho Bap­
tists there as their minister would not consent to it. Seeing no rea­
son for changing his mind Mr. Rohhins preached twice for tho Bap­
tists in tho Wallingford iNirish. Chargo.s were immediately prt 
ferrod against him "for preaeliiing in a disorderly manner in 
too First bociety of Wallingford without tho consent of the Rov 
Mr. Whittlesey, and contrary to tho act of the Guilford Council 
contrary to tho act of (ho Consociation, and contrary to tho desire 
of two neighboring ministors, and to a great niimhorof tho church 
monihers of Wallingford." Mr. Rohhins ro],Iicd in part that ho 

know no rule in (ho word of God or tho Bayhrwik Platform 
Which obliged him to comply with tla-ir desires, nor could ho seo 
any reason in their d.^slre." Nevertheless tho cliarge.s were sus­
tained, and he was disfellowshiped hy his hrethren. In all tins 
trial, persecution and sun'ering—council following council in vain 
attempt to adjust lifo and form—ho it said to tho otornal credit of 
tho Branford church that it stood hy its minister hy prayer and 
s^nnpathy and monoy and voto un(.il after seven years of occlesias 
tical ostracism ho was restoral, without a change of views to tho 
fellowship, and lovo, and confldenco of his hrethren in tho minis-

consecrated pows 
that hold up too hands of tho pulpit until tho victory was seoiued. 
Ab our fathers stood loyal to tho minisfry Hooking to find "still 
moro light breaking forth from God’s Holy Word" so too church 
of Branford today stands behind its ministor in fullest liberty of 
prophecy. It gives an intelligout hooring to every message and 



■»v7inf. mnrn t'jxn nny niliii.Mh'r itsk? I hiivd spolcpn only of pastors 
Ihi.MScJI (irid Kobbliis. "'J'inio would fail ni(» lo hdl of ” Atwator 
mid fftinlJri),'fon, who had tho winio wife; of Gillett with his 
crowning jHisforaio of 5H years, who was ofb'ii in this ehuroii 
to help yon; of Miller, Baldwin and Hill, tho latter now in tho 
Bandwii'h Islands in missionary service; of Osborne, Bake, and. 
Bickford; and to t<dl of the seventei'nlh cenl.ury qnarixir, Bher- 
ninn, Pierson (founder of Newark, N. J.) Bowers and Mather.

Ab wo come down tho lino we find not one soiled name in all 
tho list. "Other men have lalwred and wo have entered into their 
laliors.’’ ■ "And those all, luiving obtained a good report through 
faitlb rocolvod not tho promiso: God having provided some better 
thing for UH, that they without .us should not bo mado porfoot."

GREETIINQ

Prom Noithfora Congregational Church

Rev. Blmec U. Beach

HT is my pleasnro to bring gi-ceting from tho daughter of l.no 
g years, to the da.ughter of 175 years. Tho church at Nortliford

■ greets you rn tho bonds of Christian love and fellowship in 
joining in a service memorial of the men and women of lire davs 
gone by, who have b(>queathed to their jxiah'rity the freitan’o of 
Godliness, and Christian deeds. Wo would help you to remember 
what has been blessed in your history and so this anniversary 
shall be in accord ivith the word "That tho righteous shall lie bad 
in everlasting ronieinbrance,” and prove that tho memory of tho 
just is blessed and that God’s will and tho execution in His Provi- 
denco is the planning and developing of Hi.s Kingdom in tho world 
througli the church of .leans Christ.

Wo greet you not as a prodigal who bos wasted Iris sulistiinco 
in riotous living, coming homo t-o his aged parent, but as a dau”h- 
er roturning for a day M-ith her children, to say peace Ixi unto 

Hieo and to inspire you with tho belief in the expansive power of 
t iat leaven in tho kingdom your fathers prayed for and lived in 
their gonoration and whoso sepulchres aro with us, oven to this 
day; a leaven that has over boon working and expansivo. A now 
wino for new bottles, and lus Elijah in tho olden days gave leave 
to the young prophots to enlarge their dwelling place, so did tho 
North Bra^ord Church listen to tho young and ontorprising men 
who said Bohold now tho pluoo whoro wo dwell with thoo is to
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nfmlKht for ii«, Inf. TiH po wo prny thco unto Jordan and take tlionoo 
<’V'‘ry tnan ii iH'iim and let uh inako n.q a. jilaco thoro ■wlinro wo may 
dwidl and tliny nn.Mwerod, "Go yo,” and if fclio flr.'it oncampinont 
of thc'H' Hona of tJio jirojihote waa not at tlio Ancient Jordan, it was 
near Hoijjo noror falling apringH of jniro and a])arkling Avatora. In 
words of anothnr hiaUirian "In tlio pursuit of a larger auccoas in 
Indu.alry and with aojuetliing of tluit roving, adventurous spirit 
wlileh baa »)ver cbarai'.b'riw'd tlin peoplo of Now England towns i 
and wlile.b baa rapidly jMiopbal tbo broad We.at, they wero accus­
tomed to leave tbeir boinea in tbo oiaming apring with tboir pro- • 
vlaiona and impbunenta of baabandry for a sort of back-woods-lifo 
tbrougb tbo aumnier montbs occupying, "clearings," at tbo huso 
of your mounlaln range, from wbicb they gathered ample cropa, 
returning again by tbo wood's path with tbo approach of winlor 
to enjoy the fruits of tboir summer’s ah.sonco in tbo bosom of 
tbt'ir families." Ptwbaps it would not bo out of place to give you 
»i list of these sons of your propbeta to verify the truth that they 
nro in tbo Uno of your ancest ry of tbo North Branford Church. 
Capt. Aaron Cook(', Dea. tiamuol Harrington, Samuel Barnes, 
John Baldwin, Josiah Rogers, Joseph Tjinsloy, Isaac Footo, Stc- 
phiui Tixld, Alxil Munsmi, Abraham Bartholomew, Peter Tyler, 
Timothy Rose, Daniel Maltby, John Taintor and Josi'ph F-lwnll.

For a nuinlwr of y<'(u-H while clearing and building and inak- 
Ing homes In tliis North-land, it would se.ein that t hese growing 
families wero nulled with North Branford in church privib^ges 
and during lh(>,m, years wo must rememlxir that tlii'se fathers and 
their ebiblri'n with them, starl<!d out early every aabbath morning 
for a six or sev<>n miles journey to join with those " who keep 
holy day" nt tbo vllbigo on tbo other side of Totoket, when tbo 
saddle, the pillion and tbo o.x-tuirt wen-o the only convtmb'ncos for 
going to cburcb. Barely wo must say that in "ye olden days" tbo ■ 
services of the sanctuary wero held in high esteem and the preach- . . 
ors wero men of God who could bold an nudienco two hours a. m 
and two boms p. m. and still they would long for more, a mighty 
power for good.

But after cloven years of this weokly pilgrimage to North 
Branford, an Indopondonfc Socloty was fonnotl and this daughter 
of Zion was housed In a b»rgo,oixm, cold barn in comparison with our 
present ohuroh odifloo, no hoa ting only from a foot-stove, hut lot 
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any mn oven the skeptic and inOdel, sit down and study tho 
records of the Inrths and baptisms, tbo revivals and church admis­
sions, tho Christian gifts to missions and say tliat God boa not 
blessed and made this daughter fruitful and a blessing to the 
world. If they were all living today she could greet you as a . 
daughter not equnbsl in any other church in tbo state in her num­
ber of liberally educated men and women. From forty to fifty of 
them have boon graduated at Yale, some twenty-five have held 
diplomas from medical schools, from fifteen to thirty have entered 
tho ministerial profession, such reverend and worthy names as

■ Regers, Tyler, Maltby, Rose, Hoadloy, Whitney, Page, Linsley not 
forgetting to mention Albert Barnes tbo great commentator of tho 
Biblo, also Eli Smith, missionary to Syria, who translated tho 
Biblo into tho SjTiao languago. A goodly number of her sons, 
who have served their day in tho dilTonmt fields of profe.ssional 
labor; and over forty mon representing tho jiatrlotisni of North­
ford who served tbeir country in tbo cause of liberty. If they 
wore all present today tbo Nortbford daughter of ICO years could 
greet tho daughter of 175 years with tbo honwt cxultiition of tho 
Roman mother, who pointed to her sons ns they returned from 
tho public schools, saying, "Tlieso nro my jewels.” Thus os wo 
greet yon with this record and roll of lionor, wo nro impre.sscd 
with the thought that wo have bad a past, a history not unworthy 
of our annestors. Bball wo have a futuro so bb'.ssi'd in fruits, this 
ts a problem for us, and our children to work out; under God tbo 
places that know us no more in the fiesb, shall feel tho k’nvcn of 
our virtues, our prayer.s in future ages.

It is for tbo present members of these ebuvebes to honor these 
memories foi* all they were, for they labored and wo ('utei' into 
their labors, Bball soino unknown chronicler a hundred yi'ars 
from today recall tbo twentieth eonturj' and find it bright and 
flaming with honored nanwa and noblo deeds, and sacrificc.s 
among our translated mombers? Thus wo hope and pray for 
greater things in tbo futuro history of these daughters of Israel.

Oh for Godly parents, who like Noah aro alarmed to build an 
ark to save tbo family wbon there aro no signs of storm in tbo sky', 
no oast wind or sun-dog in tho west and sons, toman tho Hfo boats 
to save tho wreck of a lost world like Abraham to give tboir eons 
and dnughtora to tho Lord, Jaoobs and Elijahs and tho Syro-
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Vlu-nlclnn wonmn to honor his Mthtninoss ns the henror of i.nnor- 
funnfo pray,-r for ninny a Afoses fo cl.ooso fcho aniiclions of God’s 
pn.pjo nntl fn shun,, w,fl» vanity the pions,iro sookcr, tlio gambler • 
or (be glories of Egyj,t, young Davids to foil fcho giant and out off 

. tlio head of king nlcnhol, stiff-kneed Shadrnoh Mosbneh and Abod- 
nego to d,ffy H,o proud pontiff of Bel and the golden money god 
tn, b. t'w e?Hio handwitings on tho walks dsfng 
up In Ueon monopolies and labor unions, Josoplts to organize a

5 ’nilHons, with bread that cometh
d wn from Heaven. A hundred years honoo it shall then bo tho 
greeting ns now in tho language of tho prophet, “Lift up thine 
eyes round about and behold all these gather themselves together 

clothe thee tMth them ns with an ornament and gird thy.self with 
them like a bride.- -The children of thy bereaveuumi! sh.S 
yet say in thy ears the place is too straight for us, give place that 
I may dwell; and kings shall bo th/nursing fathe s .X eL 
queens thy nursing mothers.” u wieir

‘n ’n«<'piHtle saluted an honorable matron so tho elder 
of Northford to the <>lect lady and her children of North Bran­
ford whom 1 love in the truth and not I only hut also all they who 
ha\e known the truth for the truths sake which dwelt first in thv 
wUbfovever, grace bo 
Doni V’”’ ’ "uil from tho
Lord Jesus Christ the Hon of tho Father in truth and love. And 

ow I beseech thee lady that we love one another. When wo call 
first imfelgnod faith that is in thoo, which dwelt

st in our grandmother Lois and our mother Eunice."

GREETIINQS

From Stony Creek Consresatlonal Church

Olomdold

Mr. Bloinflold spoko In part as follows:—

fT is a matter of great ploiisnro that tho “Baby Clnirch" in Stony 
Creek can bring greedngs to the sister of whom she is so 
lirond. To all thnso pleasant words of greeting to which wo 

have listened, to all those earnest words of hope and prayer, we 
utf.er a fervent amen. We fully outer into this jubilee and most 
sincerely congratuhite you. May tho coming years bo crowned 
with signal blessings I

Thia in surely a great hour in the history of this splendid church. 
It is a wonderful blessing to ho able to look back upon 175 years of 
useful and blessed past. Golden is your heritage. Ihictdess your 
privileges. What memories olustc'r about thia old meeting houso I 
Faces which wo loved long since and have lost awhile look down 
upon us who to-day run the raco and bear the toil. Hands that 
onco wielded earth’s heavy toils now beckon to us through tho 
siiored shadows of this lovely autumn afternoon. Surely in thia 
houso wo aro suiTounded by so great a cloud of witnesses. Glori­
ous iudood is tho privilege of wor.shipplng in this houso. Hero 
young num and maid pledged their troth anil loving hearts wont 
out together to life’s battle. Hero oonsoorated parents dedicated 
littlo precious lovod ones to His sorvico. Hero you brought tho 
Buored doad, aud bouoath tho dark vail many a widow has found
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hrr b-nm f„rn,^d ti, rnmfnrt. nn H»o num n{ God Rpoko Hio Hwcofc 
Mn.pM « ord«.f7K.;x.,inrI l/«Iif.n,uUninu.rf/.lU.y. JlerowJuno earth 
had pn.vun lunptj- and void, wh«>n tl.o (h-.’iw were cngnlfing your

h.-m, h,'rt> yon ninio and found that ono miro Rook of AgoH. ' ?
II. TP al tb.i CroHH yon ilroppHl yonr burden, and boro a song Away’ , 
Hero, ix rliaiet in Ibat very cornor, lio could mark tho apoh in fcho 
dark. Homo young num llrat nu-fc Id.M Lord faco to faco and know 
IilH Hinrt forgiv.m. n«'n» alrong mon and womon, I hoo thorn now 
farcH furrowisl with caro, hands hardonod with toil, oyos limpid • 
with hairs and longing priiy.»rs, hero they mot and as they prayed 
tho spirit d.w'midod and lifh'd them up and they sat to’"-other in 
tho Iloavonli. s. Gl, Iwdovod, thoro is no spot quito so dear, quito ' '
so protuouH to your lu’iirts as this old mooting houso on tho (^roen I

Nover forg.-t her. Komo of you will soon pass to tho church 
above, ero you go. reinemlior generously tho church below. En­
dow h<j well. Mayshonevorwantany good thing you can give 
her. H., much has she dono for you. Mako the portals of this 
liouw, iK'autlful with all that good tasto and consecrattxl lovo can 
afford, lly Bjmiliollo memorial. In window, table or furnishing 
by soul eudowd nnmlo, and grahiful prayer and service, make ’ ' 'i 
tins nonn other than tho very houso of God, none other than tho ’ '
very gate of lleavmi.

Tim luMiry headed sires tell u.s that these galleries nro not aikal
''”'Pfcy to what they used / 

Ibo7?x ''’r” T?‘■«*’"ver tho thought that 
ho dajs of usefulne.ss for these country churches aro over.

A new rac<) are taking your farms; yet the.se expect to becomo ’ 
American citizens. Tliey need tho pre-eminently American 
Clnw’i- Th,^ liunger for tho gospel, and their lives are starved 
without it. There are little children of your own families, yea 
tlitro aro strong men and women who need this church. Mako 
JJ’” o^’\yic«I>ng house glorious Iwcauso filled with tlu’.sc—tho 
first fruits of your Homo Missionary labor. Thon Indeed shall 
theso old walls bo resplendent again us in t.lio lightning —tho

Tho ideal which dear gonial Dr. Hohnos has hoforo nut many an 
aspiring heart, I bring to you today. 1® many an

“Build thoo moro stately mansions, Oh my soul I ,

83

As tho swift seasons rofil
Leave thy low vaulted past I

Lot each now tomplo, nobler than the lastl
Shut thoo from Heaven with a dome more vast.

Till thou at length art froe, 
leaving their outgrown shell by life’s unrosisUng sea.”
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ADDRESS I

By Ftev. 'William R, Mulford of F'anwood, N. »l

AdOrcsa of Rev. Wmiani R. Mulford of Fan-wood, N. J., de- 
Bcondant of tho fifth generation of Deacon Barnabas Mulford, one 
of the early deacons of the North Branford Church.

tN tho dovolopmcnt of the tasto for the study of American Colo- ‘ 
nial History, -which has at last hcconio general throughout a • 
largo ])a.rt of this country, there is cause for congratulation 

to all -who hike pleasure in tho story of tho past as -well as to tho 
comparatively few faithful local historians and antiquarians who 
ha-vt, lal)ored so long in tho midst of sucli apathy us seoms to have 
prevaih'd to so great an extent.

Yet how thrilling and romantic are tho annals of our past and 
wluit -vuluablo subject matter do they afford for tho consideration 
of tho philosopher, tho theologian, tho stjitesman and tho political 
oejonomist. That this remark is not extravagant wo think is 
amply proved by tho frequent boast of Americans, sometimes car­
ried to a degree which Ijccoinos rudo and offensive, that this is the 
most wonderful country on tho face of tho globe.

Now those who think, know very well that you cannot have 
effects without causes to produce thorn and, in tho face of this un­
iversally accepted truth, it is, to say tho least; marvelous that tho 
necessity of becoming acquainted -with tho history of tho causes 
which lio bock of this wonderful civilization by wliioh wo are sur­
rounded has oconrrod to so fow.

Among tho American Colonies founded by that wonderful poo-' 
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plo who hnvo done so muclr to Gonwono tymimy and to rtG tho 
superstitiOU auO. error, to tlrrust- nstdo “tKo 

tradition of tho elders” by which a corrupted Mediaeval prutsthood 
had made tho Word of God of none effect, -was tho Colony of Now ’ 
Haven.

Tliat the Puritans had faults, that there were good and bad 
among thorn -wo do not deny. But wo venture to boliovo that as 
history is studied in a more philosophic spirit and in tho growth 
of true liberty, as prejudice and bigotry ore cast aside, thoPiuritans 
will be still more admired and tho great good which they achieved 
for tho English race more thoroughly realized. It is too often for­
gotten that there wore more parties or schools tluinono among tho 
Puritans as there have been in other groat movements. Then 
there is a distinction to bo made between tho Purit-uis and tho 
Pilgrims of Plymouth and it has been claimed that the Puritan.s 
gradually cttino under tho liberal and milder influences of tho Pil­
grims. There has always been a trend toiwird liberty and toler­
ance, anyway, and -we are bold enough to say that wo do not think 
any more nohlo chnmctors could be' found at that day among tho 
English people than John Milton, Young Sir Harry Vano, f ho Rev. - 
Roger Williams and tho Rev. John Eliot, each being a product of 
Puritanism. Let us bo fair enough to judge any jjarty ns well ns 
anj’- individual by tho standard of tho times and not exis'ct tho 
growth and expansion of nearly two centuries in tho Puritans 
whom we may aeeuso of intolerance living in the American Col­
onies in ItUiO or of narrowness in North Branford in 1727.

It is a delightful exerciso for tho imagination to picture in oiu* 
minds our beloved Connecticut ns it existed in all its fair unsullied 
natural beauty that April daj’in 1C38 when the lirst colonists .siiilcd 
into the harbor of Now Haven. How vast her forests, how pure 
lior lakes and rivers with tho sapphiro waters of Long Island 
Bound laving her Southern shore and, rising in the dim distanco 
beyond those waters, tho dim hills of that beautiful islo of the sea 
which stands out against the mighty breakers of the boisterous 
Atlantin. In our mind’s oyo wo can seo these colonists in their 
steeple crowned huts and broad white collars and sad colored 
clothing us they reverently gather in tho sluvdo of tho Elm to 
worship tho God of tholr fathers and for tho imagination moves 
quickly—wo can boo them later on as their littlo sottloment bo-
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/firjft fo tnko onf.wnrd form nnd Bluipo. TJio difTnrent. cliiinie.t'.f'ro 
scrni Io jMisH boforo uh th<, <lignifl<nl TJinophihis Kiitoii, Ksqxiiro, tlio 
br/iTO Rot. John Davenport-, tlio piint-or of tho peojilo, with his 
lofty ideal and hopo of a now theocracy. Then tho individuals 
and cireuinst-anoc's begin to crowd thick and fast, nijon us and wo . 
think of tho great faith of those siniplo bravo Chri.stian hearts and 
of tho wonderful answers whicli thej’’ claim eanio in reply to tlio 
])ruyer of faith. Wo think of tho courage and fortitude of those 
who sailed away in that unseaworthy “Phant-om.Ship,” of Master 
Lamberton and stout hearted Gregson and doughty Captain 
Turner, the undaunted soldier of fortune, who after his campaigns 
in tho Netlierlands had served tho Puritan colonies well in council , 
and in field.

By these colonists Branford was purchased in December 1038 
and, though in 164-1 tho tract was sold to William Swdiu for tho 
benefit, of those in Wethersfield who might desire to move here, 
yet Now Haven influences must have been felt for it was tho 
larger colony. The family names of those who were identified 
with tho founding of Now Ha von aro inscribed on tho monuments 
in your burial ground and written on the town records and, per- 
bn|is, they are still to bo met within tho village. After tho migra­
tion of tho Bov. Mr. Pierson aud his ]5oe])l(5 f-o Now .Jersey, how- 
ovor, wo find a gradual accession of population from various quar­
ters. My ancesior. Deacon Barnabas Mulford, camo from old Bast 
Hampton on Jjong Island a]»pa.rontly at about the same time as 
Edward Petty, his father-in-law. As the Branford record quaintly 
reads under tho date April 30, 17-10:—“Tlion was Barnaba.s Mulford 
married to Hannah Petty both of Branford pr. ye Bev. .Jon a 111 
Mcrick minister.” Edward Peti-y represented Branford in llio 
Colonial Assembly in 1752 and 1753 and Barnabas Mulford in 
1753. The latter was a great grandson of William Mulford who was 
at Southampton in 1644 and afterwn.rds one of tho earlier settlors of 
East Hampt-on, 10-18-9. When Charles H annoxed Eastern Leng 
Island to tho Colony of Now York ho did not succoed in breaking 
tho real connection botweon tho homogoncous pediilo who dwelt 
on both sides of tho Sound, tho old intimacy fcontinuod and names 
from tho insular Now England sottlomonts may bo fotmd at Bran­
ford as at other places in Conncctlout, Thon thoro is tho Russell 
family, foxmdod in this town by the RoV. Samuel Russell,-son of
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“■ sccludea abiaing phveo so long. ’Thon, oE course it 

is a distinguished honor that Yalo College should have been really 
started at Branford in tho parsonage of tho Rev. Samuel Russell— 
but I will not proceed with further details for I am only hero to 
congratulate you and to honor tho memory of our ancestors who 
established this parish and wore identified with the same in years 
gone by. Sufllco it to say that North Branford was tho outgrowth 
of old Branford. Our ancestors had very good ta-ste to make a 
settloment in tho midst of this fair sceno. As I think of my first 
visit to this village which was made quite unexpectedly some 
years ago, tho beauty of your sm rounding scenery os it looked 
that charming autumn afternoon, very much like this, stands 
out in till distinctness before mo.

Wo honor tho old pari.sh and wo will cherish the history of its 
founders and their oxamide for, as Morton Dexter has said of tho 
Pilgrims at tho end of their story which ho has written so well, 
wo may say of the Ix-st of tho Puritans who were after all Pilgrims 
and travelers in those i.roublous time.s:_

••Tlio Pilgrims long ago rested from their labors and entered 
into their reward. But their work.s still follow them. Tho mul­
titude of their descendants in. the flesh does well to honor their 
memory and tho far greater and over increasing host of their spir­
itual children nover will ocaso to rovoroneo them. But oven rov- 
oronco will bo empty unless accompanied by imitation. Both tho 
need and the opportunity of tho spirit of the Pilgrims stUl continue 
among us.”
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LrETTERS '

Read nt th© One Hundred and Seventy"P17th 

Annlvemnry of th© Church '

L.ettet* or Rev. B. L,. Claric, Rormer Pnstor

Dalton, Maas., Oct. 7, 1902.
Dear Bto. Countryman,

I -waa glad to receive your letter and wish it wore poaaiblo for 
me to bo ■with you on thia moat interesting occasion. As thia i.a 
not possible I very gladly comply "witli your invitation to send 
some words of greeting and kind remembrance to you and tlio 

; church.
The one hundred and aeventy-flfth birthday of the North Bran­

ford Congregational Church is and must bo an oceaaion of the 
deepest interest to every one who has over loved as I did the 
church and the tovni. The first time I over saw North Branford 
which was on the morning of my first Sabbath with the church, I 
conceived a strong liking for the place and this soon grew into 
strong alToction after it became my homo. 1 began niy work 
under somewhat trjdng circuinabmcoa but the clond.s soon cleared 
away and for ton years I ronniinod the pastor of a united happy 
and prosperous church. I found tho church in an excellent state 
of spiritual lifo and activity and tho very beginning of my min­
istry was marked by a season of dooj) and powerful religious in­
terest. This state of spiritual vigor and proaiwHty I am happy to 
believe has continued from that (biy to thia.

North Branford has boon from tho beginning a strong, prosper­
ous and oomporativoly wealthy community, Tho early devolop- 

30 I

mont. of both church and town was very rapid. At tho end of the 
irst Jifty years ono hundred and twenty-llvo years ago, I think 

both were as strong as they have boon at any time since. Krom 
the beginning tlio church has been blessed with a long succession 
of exceptionally able ministers. Not to speak of tho long and 
honorable record of the present pastorate, from tho days of Pas­
tor Merrick to tho present time the pnlpit of this church ha.s rarely 
failed to 1)0 filled b.y a man of unusual ability, high character and 
commanding infiucnco. Tlio work of such a minist ry boa always 
been manifest in tho constant well being of the church and tho 
town.

And now in conclusion, my dear companion joins mo in an ex­
pression of our heartiest congratulation for your past and your 
present, and our prayers and good wishes for your future. Our 
ttOtiviHos are jiast, our remaining days are few and ns we quietly 
sit and patiently wait until our change shall conio tho great coni- 

_ fort of our declining years is in watching tho growth of harvests 
in so many fields from seed which wo have been iiormitted to sow.

And now wishing you grace, mercy and peace from Jesus Christ 
our Lord and every blessing of both tho upper and the nether 
springs upon your wholo church and family lifo. I am, in the 
everlasting bonds of Christian fellowship and lovo.

Your former pastor,
■ E. L, Clark.

Uettor of D. P. Atwutor, M. D., Sprinsflelcl, Musn

Letter of D. F. Atwater, M. D., of Springfield, Moss., son of tho 
Jlov. Charles Atwater, third pastor of the church.
Bov. F. Countryman,

North Branford, Conn.,
My Dear Sir;—•

It would give mo pooulinr pleimuro to accept your kind invita- 
t onandbopre.sentattbe 17fith anniversary of your church, but 
tho Hhico of nty licuHh "will not ponnifc.

Wore I with you, I fail to see how I could, as you suggest 
greet you on your arrival at tho 17Bth mile stone of your earthly
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God doos not love ns because wo are good; ,but to make ns so.
I ’*
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Ah ITo doos not sot Ilia lovo on ns because of our deserts, so Ho 
does not turn it away from ns boeauso of our sins. Ho hates our 
sins, but Ho lovos oui-solvos witli a lovo that sin can neither wear 
out, nor turn away.”

A charaetoristic of the Now England jnind in those days -was tho 
control of life by principle or motivo, rather than inclination. If 
a thing was to ho done, it must ho done without regard to feeling 
and no moral anesthetlo must ho used. To such an extent was 
this carried, that it is said that when a man was on his death bed 
to relievo faintness, a bottle of camphor was hold to hi.s nostrils’ 
But if dying was tho thing to bo dono tho good man wanted no 
temporizing, and ho refused it, saying, “No, No, I shall never dio 
HO.”

Tho old mooting houso stood whoro tho present church stands 
and when tho new one was erected, I used to look with fear and 
trembling, at tho weather vano, which was an angel blowing a 
trumpet, suggestivo, as I supposed then, of tho sounding of tho 
last trump, hut more probably signifying tho proclamation of 
"Glad tidings of grout joy.”

Near by, stood tho red school house, with its school ma’am, 
stone fire jdacc, slab seats and rosy oheoked boys and girls I prize 
very highly a copy of tho New England Primer, (now lying before 
me as I write,) on tho fly leaf of which is written with red and 
black ink:—"Tho property of David Atwater, Dec. 16, 1820 ” 
Below is tho fuco of an angel ,but I do not see any family resem­
blance. Tho Kev. Gharles Atwabn- wim settled for 'life a-s paster of 
this ohurch in 1809. Of his descendants there are now living two 
children, four grandchildren, and four great grandchildren Ho 
wus I should say about Hix feet in height, with large frame, dark 
nyes and complexion, heavy eyebrows, round face, strong voico 
and a slow moasunal gait. He had an earnest manner that com­
manded attention, and hi.s HVrmons, as I judge from one that I 
have, wero not brilliant but methodical, biblical, oarno.st and im­
pressive, always closing with an improvement or ndlection.

That <110 delivery of a sermon in those days was no trifling mat- 
tor and that tho preacher warmed up as ho progi-cssed is illus 
tratod by tho following incident. "Aro you tho son of Priest 
- ------ of North Branford, ” said an old Branford flshorman to n vis- 
Itor a few years ago? Being answered in the alflrmativo, ho replied
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"I Iiavo off-PTi lirnrd him preach anil onn liot unmninr day, lit, hocamo 
so much intiu'csti'd in Jiia subject that hn removed his lioat and 
finished in his shirt slenvos. Probably many of his congi'pgation 
had already set him the example.

Exchanges with tho neighboring ministers, Mr. Dut ton of Guil­
ford, Noyes of Northford, Gillett of Branford and Wetmoi-o of 
North Guilford were quite common in summer, never, however 
going or coming on tho Sabbath day, unless in caso of siclcnoss in ’ 
tho family. I seem to have been unusually fortunate in tho se­
lection of both jny parents; (I do not moan our first jiarents, Adam 
and Evo, or tho parents which tho evolutionist gives us, as I u,m 
not especially jiroud of cither.) It is not wise to inquire too mi­
nutely into our remote ancestry under any circumstances. I may 
bo pardoned for saying a word hero about the minister’s wife and 
paying tribute to my dear mother, for she was a very active, sym- 
pathotio and helpful and by no means silent member of lihe min- . 
isterial household. Bho had dark hair, black eyes, regular features, 
clear complexion and a smile which was a bonodiclion in itself. 
These added to her lovely character and natural endowments, made 
her a favorite far and near. Frail and delicate in ai)pca,rance, she ■ 
possessed courage and endurance which carried hi'r seronoly I 
through trials and perplexities which would haveseverly bixiNl tho 
strenglh of ono more robust and vigorous. AKliongh naturally re­
served, she was faithful to tho utmost in tho discharge of all her 
religious duties, and afh'r the death of my father always conduehid 
family prayers herself, whethi'r strangers were present or not. j 
can SOO her now in tha t upper chamber, (tho study,) with a few 
mothers in Israel, met to seek tho Divino blessing U])on their own ' 
and other households. Iler petitions and supplications wore al- 
way.s accompanied with thanksgiving, for slio was always thankful 

, whatever hapj)encd, having for tho stay of her soul her trust in
Clirist. I often look back to tho early years of my lifo sjjont in 
North Branfoi'd, The memory of its little river and hills—of my 
school days, of tho boys and girls who grew up and somo of whom • 
wont out to other places, of tho "general training” days when tho 
"trooiKsrs” (as wo called thoni,) camo to town, of Cajit. Jonathan 
Ro.so, so courtly and gracious and cordial in his manner, of Capt. 
Harrison, who at regular intervals, ixjrsonally conducted on 
horseback, a drove of fat cattle to tho Now York market, and last.

on tho top „I tho hill in the 1 car of tho parsonage, not alone, but with twnliHir, • i

But that was very long ago I
"Now were not wishes all in vain,

I toll you what my wish could bo­
ld wish to bo a boy again.

Back with tho friends I nsed to know
For I was, oh! so hajjpy then,

, But that was very long ago.”
Seriously, however, tho church in Nortli Branford is nn,l ai™,

Springfield, Mass., David F. Ahvater.

Ootobor 10th, 1002.
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